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2. Compliance and enforcement

The Department proposes to provide ACMA with access to a wider range of graduated enforcement 
mechanisms under the new Bill.5 As stated in previous submissions, Ai Group supports a need to 
broaden the options for the compliance and enforcement regime, providing ACMA with more flexibility. 
We therefore support the Department's inclusion of graduated enforcement mechanisms in the Bill. 

However, we wish to reiterate that operational flexibility will need to be accompanied by strong 
guidance from ACMA as to how it will be applied that enables regulatory certainty. 

Recommendation: We recommend the following requirements be implemented if graduated 
enforcement mechanisms were to be introduced: 

• Establishing a principle that the costs of compliance and enforcement action should be less
than the benefits.

• Establishing a clear hierarchy of responses to clarify how ACMA distinguishes cases requiring
a warning versus cancellation, or how time-sensitivity and impact will be taken into account in
graduating between levels of responses.

• Ensuring consultation with affected business where practical before product recalls, interim
bans or warnings are issued, and targeting appropriate enforcement. These measures are vital
where a device creates risks of potentially dangerous interference and also have a major
commercial impact. Where time and urgency allow, consultation with suppliers prior to action
will help maximise cost effectiveness of regulatory action, allowing for recalls and other action
to be accurately targeted and limiting disruption to users and suppliers.

If you would like clarification about this submission, please do not hesitate to contact me or our 
adviser Charles Hoang {REDACTED). 

y?� 
Peter Burn 

Head of Influence and Policy 

5 Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications, 2020 Radiocommunications 
Reform (Consultation paper, June 2020), pp. 14-15. 
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