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RDA Riverina welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Mobile Coverage Programme Discussion

: - s : 3 . -~ § . 48 Fitzmaurice St (PO Box 479)
Paper. RDA Riverina through its Regional Planning process identified that reliable & efficient Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
telecommunication infrastructure is essential to enable and encourage business/industry growth (includingPh: 02 6921 1007
home Based business) and service sector delivery. Improving the mobile service coverage as well as accessfly 02 6921 4679
faster broadband both fibre, fixed wireless and satellite will be vital in many Riverina communities. To vigrdariverina.org.au

the RDA Riverina Plan visit http://www.rdariverina.org.au/regional-plan.aspx

RDA Riverina will not make a definite recommendation on the delivery option for the Mobile Network
Expansion Project program options only that the following points need to be considered:-

e  Multiple MNO’s or consortia of MNO’s need to have access to the infrastructure to ensure
competitive pricing and maintenance of the infrastructure in a timely manner.

e Local Government, Emergency Services (Fire, Ambulance, SES) need to be consulted in determining
priority areas for mobile network expansion.

e Open access and the co-location of telecommunication infrastructure (mobile, broadband, radio, TV)
services is imperative and cost effective, especially in isolated areas.

The RDA Riverina Regional Plan 2013-2015 has identified in Strategy 1.4 Telecommunications that it is to
support initiatives that reduce mobile blackspots. Some mobile service area blackspots experienced and
communicated to RDA Riverina include(but are not limited to):-

(All areas identified are in the Riverina region of NSW)

e Lockhart Shire Council — between Lockhart & Wagga Wagga

e Wagga Wagga City Council, Narrandera Shire Council, Murrumbidgee Shire Council & Hay Shire
Council = Sturt Highway between Wagga Wagga & Hay numerous blackspots.

e Coleambally — Kidman Way Highway between Darlington Point & Jerilderie

e Temora — Burley Griffin Way either side of Temora

e Carrathool Shire Council — numerous sections of the Shire including highways such as Kidman Way,
Mid Western Highway

e Hay Shire Council = Sturt Highway between Hay & Balranald, Cobb Highway

Access to high speed broadband has reduced in centres such as Wagga Wagga, Temora, Griffith due to the
over allocation of the current broadband service. This also needs to be addressed in these communities.
There may also be other communities but these have been reported to RDA Riverina.
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