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MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL
SUBMISSION TO THE MOBILE COVERAGE PROGRAMME

Council notes the Mobile Coverage Programme Discussion Paper that was provided in
December 2013 and thanks the Department for the opportunity to make a submission.
The Discussion Paper examines ways in which the Department can best deliver the
Government’s funding commitment of $100 million towards a programme to improve
mobile coverage and competition in regional Australia.

Increasing Competition

While increasing and promoting competition is a worthwhile end target for the ongoing
improvement of mobile telecommunications, it is recognised that there are many areas
where there is no mobile service at all. This includes large areas within our own Local
Government Area, even along the major transport routes that connect our towns with
other regional centres and communities such as Dubbo, Orange, Bathurst and Lithgow.

For these areas, competition is a secondary consideration when compared to having
actual coverage. It is Council’s view that with the limited funds that are available through
this programme, priority should be given to providing coverage in areas where there is
nonc available, rather than increasing competition in areas where there is currentlv one
or more providers.

Proposed Assessment Criteria

Council notes the proposed assessment criteria for bases stations or groups of base
stations. It is Council’s view that co-contribution should not necessarily be a determining
factor in the prioritising of projects. The capacity of a community group or local
government authority to make a significant contribution to the funding of a project should
not take precedence over need.

Communities in regional Australia should not be denied appropriate access to mobile
telecommunications and should not be denied access to Federal Government funding,
on the basis that they do not have the capacity to financially contribute. There is a real
danger that priority will be given to proposals that look to enhance existing services
rather than provide service where it does not currently exist. Council’s view is that
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providing service where it does not currently exist should be the focus of any Federal
Government funding.

Co-Location

It is undeniably preferable for co-location of base stations to occur with the involvement
of more than one mobile network operator (MNO). The current situation where there can
be duplication of expensive infrastructure is inefficient and can lead to disappointing
environmental outcomes. It is Council’s view that it should be a requirement of
Government funding that co-location can occur in the future (even if only one MNO is
currently interested in the location at the time of initial funding) and that successful
MNOs should agree to this.

Again, it is clear that preference should still be given to regional areas that do not
currently have appropriate levels of mobile coverage. This should be the goal of any
government funding aimed at improving telecommunications in regional Australia.

National Broadband Network

The impact of the National Broadband Network and any changes to this program also
need to be considered in the context of the fixed wireless network rollout and any
benefits that can be gained by considering this within the Mobile Coverage Programme.

Further information on the NBN, the changes to original timeframes and plans for the
NBN and what this all will mean for regional Australia has been requested by Council
and remains of great interest to this Council and local government authorities throughout
the country.

Delivery Options

A number of possible delivery options are considered in the discussion paper. Delivery
option 1 appears to be the one that is more likely to focus on areas that have poor, or
no, mobile coverage. However, as stated previously, it is suggested that there should be
a forward thinking focus to this option that requires co-location of services. This will
ensure that unnecessary duplication of infrastructure is not required in the future.

On behalf of Council, thank you again for the opportunity to make a submission to the

Mobile Coverage Programme. We ook forward to hearing more about the
implementation plan for this funding in the near future.

Yours sincer?
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WARWICK L BENNETT
GENERAL MANAGER
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