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Minister for Communications 

Malcolm Turnbull MP 

Dear Mr Turnbull, 

As secretary and volunteer fire-fighter with the Birregurra Fire Brigade, I am writing to 
express my community safety concerns with mobile phone coverage within the township. 

Mobile phones provide an additional communication tool whilst the Brigade is attending to 
incidents and undertaking training exercises. Coverage at the moment is unreliable within 
the town and non-existent in and around the Fire Station area. 

From a safety point of view, I (speaking on behalf of the Brigade as a whole) believe that an 
upgrade in mobile phone coverage is crucial, in order to provide a reliable service on both a 
day-to-day basis and in the event of an emergency, such as the events of this week. 

The CFA issued emergency warnings on its website for areas surrounding and including 
Birregurra for a large grassfire threatening communities. If SMS text warning messages had 
been needed, I’m uncertain as to how they would have been effectively delivered to 
residents and visitors within the Township area. 

Smaller communities demand and deserve the same level of commitment to mobile phone 
coverage that larger communities receive. 

As part of the Government’s Broadband Scheme, the Township of Birregurra needs much 
improved mobile phone coverage, and quite frankly, when lives and property are at risk, we 
need a service we can rely on. 

Thank-you for your efforts to date and for the opportunity to express my concerns. 

I look forward to hearing from you, 

Steve Dawson 

Secretary Birregurra Fire Brigade 
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