




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































REVIEW OF THE DISABILITY

STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC TRANSPORT

This proposal would involve costs for government in establishing and operating the
clearinghouse function. Costs to business of participation in this initiative are
expected to be very low, as it would operate on a voluntary basis. Business would
benefit from the additional information made available through the clearinghouse.

Are regulatory options being considered to address the problem?
No. No further RIS analysis required.

Issue 8: Local government resource constraints for upgrading public
transport infrastructure

Step 1: Analysis of the problem — is regulation being considered?

The 1999 RIS for the Transport Standards concluded that they would have a net
benefit to the community — the costs of upgrading public transport conveyances,
premises and infrastructure over the 30 year compliance timeframe were assessed to
be outweighed by the benefits of removing discrimination. While benefits from the
Transport Standards are likely to accrue to individuals over time, the costs of
upgrades to public transport conveyances and infrastructure are incurred by:

* asmaller group of public transport operators and providers; and
* private and public providers of transport infrastructure.

Smaller public transport providers and local government are experiencing the
greatest pressure on resources in meeting their obligations under the Transport
Standards. The Transport Standards do have provisions for unjustifiable hardship,
though the extent to which this avenue is open to providers is uncertain (as it needs
to be tested in the course of a complaint).

Options to address the problem and impact

The issue of resourcing infrastructure upgrades by local governments was reported
in the Draft Report, but not directly addressed in Draft Recommendations. Several
stakeholders, in comments on the Draft Report, requested that the review consider
this issue more directly:

The final report should also make recommendations on the funding of accessible infrastructure
on a national basis, particularly where local government is finding it difficult to allocate
sufficient funding. There should also be a reference to the benefits that would result from the
Commonwealth taking a leadership role in addressing this issue. (subDR. 37.p.4)

Other comments on the Draft Report sought greater acknowledgement of the
significant resource pressures on these parties, with the risk that milestones will not
be achieved. This is particularly the case in regional and rural areas where there is a
lack of existing infrastructure to support upgrades. Local councils in particular
therefore face ‘steeper’ investment requirements where they are starting from a
lower base of existing infrastructure (such as footpaths, roadside curbs etc).

As the Australian Local Government Association commented on the Draft Report:

Local Government considers that the good intentions of the Disability Discrimination Act have
not been fulfilled due to the lack of resources to properly implement the requirements of the
legislation and a properly structured administration process. Resources have been lacking to
allow the development of clear and practical standards able to be used in the field (resulting in
uncertainty), for necessary infrastructure upgrades and for the development of tools to measure
progress. . (sub. DR32, p.2).
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REVIEW OF THE DISABILITY STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC TRANSPORT

West Australian Department of Planning and Infrastructure 2007, Taxi Plates,
accessed 7 September 2007, http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au/taxis/1565.asp

Yarra Trams 2007, Facts and Figures, accessed 10 September 2007,
http://www.yarratrams.com.au
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