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Introduction

The schools and centres described and analysed in this volume were visited
during 1989 and represent every State and Territory in Australia.

A summary sheet is included for each of the fifty-nine schools and centres.
Twenty-eight of these schools and centres were selected for special attention and
these are included as independent case studies.

An analysis of the case-studies and an examination of factors facilitating and
impeding exemplary practices in schools is included as Chapter 5 in Volume I of

this project report.



Case Studies
Case Study 1 - Primary School, ACT

The school opened in 1968 with over 350 students. Over recent years
numbers have declined to under 200 but this number has remained stable over
the last three years. One section of the school, a separate building, is now used for
a different purpose by another government agency.

The grounds of the school are extremely attractive with many trees and
shrubs, and the open-area designed building is surrounded by well maintained
lawns and paths. The school community is aware of its small size and the need
to have a viable, comprehensive educational programme.

Several key staff members are strong supporters of road safety. The school
principal rides her bike to school regularly and is very concerned that road safety
must be given a high priority at her school. The male assistant principal is a keen
cyclist and has ridden competitively in many amateur competitions in the ACT.
He is especially concerned about the bicycle skills of children at the school.
Because he has a non-teaching position, he has been able to organise a bike-
education programme, and to take a leading role in teaching the skills to different
classes, and assisting other teachers and parents.

There have also been important external groups that have contributed
significantly to the success of the programme. The external consultant who had
provided invaluable assistance on bike-education at other Canberra schools was
also involved at this school. He is an enthusiast and has well-developed skills in
convincing staff and parents about the need for road safety programmes and
especially bike-education programmes. More important, he has developed a set
of procedures, including easy-to-use-handouts that appeal to teachers.

This consultant was undoubtedly a major catalyst at the school in 1988 but
there were also other major contributors. The police department through their

annual school presentations and arrangements for children to visit a traffic



school made an important contribution. So too did the newly formed Action Bus
Supervisors. Public relations officers from this government bus company
commenced school visits in Canberra in 1988. The videotapes they presented and
more especially, the handouts to children (cardboard cutouts, stickers and
pamphlets) were extremely popular and well received.

The assistant principal started his first bike-education programme at the
school in 1986. This was a low-key activity, based upon some ideas he had read in
the Bike-Ed programme developed in Victoria. In term 3, 1988 he decided to
contact the external road safety consultant who he had heard was achieving
considerable success at neighboring primary schools. He was not disappointed.
The external consultant willingly accepted and made a number of visits to the
school during term IIL

At his first meeting with staff he outlined recent developments in road
safety, discussed recent statistics about road accidents, and demonstrated
curriculum materials such as Out and About (FORS) and Roadswork (Vic). Two
weeks later he returned and addressed another staff meeting. By this time staff
were quite eager to find out details about his two week intensive bike-education
programme. He discussed procedures with the Grade 3-6 teachers and
demonstrated how bikes should be checked for safety and the kinds of riding
skills and tests that could be developed in the school playground.

The assistant principal used the programme with just a few modifications,
mainly a greater concentration upon braking skills and a more comprehensive
bike maintenance session. It was decided that only children owning bikes would
be permitted to do the programme.

The first step was to notify the parents of the intensive two week
programme and to get some parent volunteers to assist with the practical tests.

This was achieved via the school newsletter, and indicated in Figure 1.



Figure 1

ROAD SAFETY PROGRAM
Next week all classes will begin a Road Safety program lasting approximately two weeks.

For grades 3 -6 only the emphasis will be on Bike Safety. A Road Safety Education Officer from the Traffic
and Transport Branch will be at the school on Wednesday next, 9th November, to help children test their bike
riding skills. Children Will ride a test course set up by Mr in the school grounds. Following this
check ride, children will have the opportunity to improve their skills each day for a fortnight on a course
set up each day in the playground.

Times are as follows:

92 to 10 am Grade 5
10 to 10.45 am Grade 6
11 to 12 noon Grade 4

1.30 to 2.30 pm Grade 3

If you would like your child to participate in the program please return the slip below to the school as soon
as possible, and if you are able to assist for an hour on November 9, we would also be glad to hear from you.

Thank you,

I give permission for my child to ride his/her bike to school for approximately 2
weeks commencing Wed. November 9, to participate in the Road Safety Program.

I would like to assist in the program from:

2 to 10 am Grade 5

10 to 10.45 am Grade &

11 to 12 noon Grade 4

1.30 to 2.30 pm Grade 3 {Please tick as appropriate)
Signed Phone

A number of parents arranged to bring their children's bikes to school and
they were stored overnight at the school for the two week period. Several
parents also assisted with the marking of signs on the playground.

The beginning session for the children involved a thorough checking of
each bike using the safety checklist developed by the external consultant (see

Figure 2). Parents assisted with the checking of bikes and a number were



discovered to be unroadworthy. Although some parents undertook these repairs,
the Assistant Principal offered to do minor repairs at school during lunch-times.
This proved to be a valuable learning experience for the various onlookers
although it was most time-consuming for the Assistant Principal.

Prior to the practical sessions, in-class lessons were given each day on such
aspects as road rules, bike maintenance, and steering, and road hazards. The Out
and About materials were also used by the children participating in the
programme. Those children who did not have bikes undertook alternative road
safety lessons in class based upon the curriculum packages Roadswork and Out
and About, and materials distributed by the Action School Bus Company.

Each morning for two weeks the groups of Grade 3-6 children with bikes
undertook a set of practical skills exercises in the playground which had
previously been marked out. As can be seen from Figure 3, basic steering and
scanning skills were emphasised but special attention was given to braking skills
on different road surfaces. Although a picnic to a nearby recreation areas was
planned as the culminating activity in 1988 this did not eventuate because of the
onset of heavy rain over several successive days.

The Assistant Principal was very pleased with the programme in 1988 and
has plans to include it again in third term this year. He was disappointed about
the number of children who didn't participate because they did not have access to
a bike or were not permitted to do the programme by their parents. Also of
concern was the number of unroadworthy bikes discovered during the checking
period.

As far as the programme is concerned the Assistant Principal intends to
include more road-associated activities this year working with small groups of 10
children. He will schedule follow-up skills lessons throughout the term after the
intensive two-period programme has been concluded. He intends to produce

Skills Certificates to issue to all students who successfully complete the course.
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Case Study 2 - Primary School, ACT

This moderately large primary school of over 400 students is located in a
pleasant, middle-class suburb of Canberra. The staff at the school are very
conscientious and professional in their actions, due in no small measure to the
leadership provided by the energetic school principal. There are standing
committees for each subject area which meet twice a term and professional
development meetings weekly. At these after-school meetings, staff examine
school-wide issues and work cooperatively on solutions. Consultants/specialists
in specific areas are regularly invited to contribute to these meetings.

Some teachers in each grade include road safety activities, deriving a lot of
their material from the South Australian and West Australian Education
Department's Health Education Syllabuses. However road safety was given a
major thrust in 1988 due to a perceived lack of skills in the Year 3 children. In
term one the Year 3 children had made a visit to their local traffic centre. The
officers tested the childrens' bicycle riding skills and in a report sent back to the
school they noted that the children "had poor bicycle handling skills and were
ignorant of basic safety rules” (Deakin Traffic School 1988). The class teachers
received the negative report from the traffic centre and decided to do something
about the problem. Parents were informed that a programme on bike safety was
needed.

The coordinator of Environmental Science made contact with an external
consultant who was an expert and enthusiast in bike safety programmes in the
ACT. He was extremely helpful and provided the catalyst needed for the Year 3
teachers.

The two teachers of the combined Year 2/3 class did not need any coaxing.
Well practised in cooperative ventures they set to work to plan an intensive

fortnight where all subjects would relate to Bicycle skills. The teacher-librarian’s
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assistance was sought to find appropriate references and materials. Some of these
included :

Language on the Road (Careful Cobber Project, DECA, Vic)

Streets ahead (RTA, Vic)

Queensland Science Program (sections on Energy, Balance)

Moving into Maths (C. Irons, Rigby)

Bike Ed. (Vic)

BMX Bike Kit (P. Piper)

Out and About (FORS, Canberra)

Various posters and charts

Fiction and non-fiction Books

The planning undertaken by these two teachers was extremely
comprehensive. They spent two afternoons with the external consultant fo work
out the overall structure of an intensive two week programme. Special attention
was given to devising a programme which integrated all subjects within a road
safety theme. They produced a first draft of an Integrated Programme (see Figure
4) which provided the basis for detailed planning. In addition, the two teachers
spent over 24 hours after school planning student activities which could be
incorporated into a road safety theme.

The Year 2/3 teachers were careful to inform parents of their intentions
through newsletter items and to keep them up-to-date with progress reports. For
example, an initial letter to all Grade 2/3 parents informed them of why the
programme was needed and how it was to be implemented. The example below

was a progress report included in the newsletter in June 1988 :



UNIT 2 NEWS
Years 2/3A and 3C were lucky in scoring a fine momning last Thursday. Mr ,
Mr (from the Department of Transport) were enthusiastically assisted by Mrs
_ Mrs , Mrs and Mrs . Children rode through a Bicycle
Skills Course which included slalom, slow ridintf, riding in a straight line, responding
to signals and recognising colours. Balance and control were thoroughly tested. We
ask your co-operation in helping the children to improve their bike riding skills at
home and off the road.

As you know we shall start Term 3 with a bicycle theme. We shall be investigating
mathematics, art, craft, literature, science and music associated with bikes. We would
like children to have their bicycles at school every day during this period. We know
and appreciate the extra efforts parents made to be sure that children had bikes and
helmets at school last Thursday, thank you all.

Mr and his team will return during and at the end of the Bike Safety program
to give more information and to retest skills.

Figure 4

Draft Foposal Integrated Roa . Subject: Bicyeles.
Math /_MQ

t . Geormelric ahapes 1. Identifying T lakelling
2 . Distoncestrovelled by parts of bicycle
different wheels 2. Vocab. achivitieg
3. Co-ordinates 2. %eh-y makaﬁg/rmdu';g
L. Kfpes of bikes (gr-aph) 4 -Plara bike hike with
£. 51'cydes raps Shortestroufes tof. lirmited equrwﬂ{G;;Dfse)
&. Plon a route 5. Invent a bike
7. Survey on Safety helmets & What ~ave bikes reant
I fe: to rmra/s:-cie:fycps- Ever.

<+ discus&fun;!

Art . Phys Ed
Bit.y:Jes. 1o dr'aw/pm_r'\ubu”d Bicycf& exervises
Desion a safety helret Bicyde ackvihes
Make a rodel bike fromDike € Prg-
ep contol.
Musie
Bike songs
Health
Scienc Safety
Balanwe Bike £d activities
Mantenance of bikes
Ears ‘Physics (brakes, tyres efe) -
Support kachers
Read Safehy 4.0,

Farents.

n



From the beginning of the intensive fortnight the classroém became
adorned with bike artifacts and materials - bicycle wheels, tubes and helmets were
suspended from the ceiling - a wall dictionary showing bicycle vocabulary was
displayed throughout the learning area. Large cardboard signs (Ashton Scholastic
reproductions of road signs) were used in many lessons in the classroom and out
in the playground. Special orange folders were provided and children used these
to file all their written work over the two week period. The enthusiasm of the
teachers and the students reached an all-time high!

The teaching of the bike skills followed a sequence that the consultant had
used successfully in other schools, namely :

(@) an introduction to bike safety, an inspection of children's bikes and a

pre-testing of their skills.

(b) Dbasic riding techniques.

(© visibiiity and scanning.

(d) steering and cornering.

(e) braking skills.

(f) riding in traffic.

(g0 onroad activities.

Each of these lessons incorporated some classrcom activities and practical tests
and training in the school yard where appropriate markings and "witches hats"
had been made.

Playground and in-class lessons were devised for each of these elements on
the basis of one hour outside activities and two hours in-class activities each day.
The children were divided into three groups so as to allow groups of 18-20
children to work on each activity. Each groups' activities were rotated between
the two teachers: one teacher was involved outside with children and bikes and
the other teacher directed the two in classroom activities.

The remaining periods in each day were spent on road-safety related

activities in the traditional subjects and included the following :



Literature
Children studied: "Mulga Bill's Bicycle" (A.B. Paterson)
"Falling Down, Falling Down" (C. Thiele)
"The Wind" (K Hari)
"Bicycle Song" (L. Pender)

Language

identifying and labelling parts of a bicycle

e  vocabulary activities

e  daily log book

s  group discussion on planning a bike hike

s creative writing about inventing a bike

¢  discussion on what bikes have meant to man/society

L thank-you letters to consultant, parents

Science
*  to explore the concept and principles of balance

* to examine different forms of energy

Art and Craft
s  drawing/painting/building bicycles
¢  designing a safety helmet
s  making a model bike

s  designing clothes that are highly visible on roads.

Music
Learning bike songs such as :
"Be Safe and Be Seen" (A. Coleridge)

" Terrific Travellers” (A. Browne) (Streets Ahead)
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Mathematics
»  distances travelled by different wheels
»  graphing of types of bikes
¢  bicycle maps
e planning routes
e  geometric shapes
» survey of use of bike helmets

e dismantling and reassembling a bicycle using appropriate tools.

The two week period finished far too soon! A tremendous amount of
pleasure and interest was displayed by all participants. There were, of course, all
the follow-up activities to do too, such as thank-you letters to parent helpers and
outside organisations, and so the road-safety activities spilled over into the third
week of term three.

There was tangible evidence of skill attainments by the students. A post-test
of bicycle skills was undertaken by the external consultant, assisted by six parents.
These results demonstrated a marked improvement by students. In addition, the
grade three students made a return visit to the local traffic centre and where their
tests also indicated substantial advances in the children's bicycle riding skills.

The two week programme was wide-ranging in its impact. Although it
dealt specifically with the attainment of bicycle riding skills, students also had the
opportunity to explore values and attitudes about road safety in general. In a
post-activity evaluation report compiled by the Year 2/3 teachers, they concluded

that :

We believe that parents, children and teachers are much more aware
of their responsibilities in achieving safe bike riding skills and
conditions. Parents have been most receptive to information and
advice. Bicycles are better maintained, helmets are worn and the
children appear to have developed improved bike handling skills.



The use of the external consultant was a major factor in the success of the
programme. He inspired the teachers by his knowledge and energy. The two
teachers worked magnificently together and produced a highly integrated and
enjoyable programme. They were able to achieve this high standard by the
approval given to them by other professionals in the school including the
librarian, senior subject teachers and the school principal. Parents were kept fully
informed about the programme and responded very positively to it. A number
of parents assisted personally with the playground practical activities. It took
commitment and support from all these participants and keen, sustained effort

by the students to ensure that the programme was successful.
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Case Study 3 - Senior College, ACT

Driver education courses have fluctuated in popularity over the last decade
in most Australian states and territories. This has been partly due to conflicting
research evidence about the positive/negative effects of driver education
programmes upon subsequent driving behaviours. Also significant have been
increasingly rigorous measures of financial accountability for schools, reduced
education budgets, and a massive downturn in the motor vehicle industry. As a
result there has been less opportunity for teachers to be involved in driver
education courses which are extremely labour-intensive for the practical driving
components. Further, motor firms have been less interested in sponsoring cars
for driver education programmes because their sales and profit margins have
been greatly reduced.

A secondary college in Canberra has come up with an alternative model.
The Year 11 and 12 students who attend this college expressed a need for a driver
education course. The administrators could not fund the staff to run such a
course or obtain a car to use for instruction. They turned to a commercial driving
instructor who had established a good reputation in Canberra and they negotiated
with him to run the course. The arrangement could be construed as an
admirable symbiosis between industry and education. The students and their
parents consider that the programme is worthwhile and value for money
(compared with commercial driver instruction costs). The administrators do not
have to provide any staff nor do they have to be concerned about procuring,
maintaining and garaging a motor vehicle.

The driver education course is offered on a term basis, three times each year.
On each occasion it is very popular and attracts enrolments of 18-20 students who
are 16-17 years of age. It is listed as a registered (recreational) course and is
available as an elective, along with twenty other registered courses. Registered

courses are an important component of a student's workload (along with tertiary,
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general academic and employment courses) and appear on the Year 12 certificate.
The course is especially attractive to Year 11 students as it allows them to obtain a
driver's permit three months earlier than if they were to apply individually to
the traffic police.
The course consists of 8-10 hours of class sessions covering such topics as :
e thecar
¢  how to drive - basics (e.g. starting, steering)
- intermediate (e.g. 3 point turns)
¢  road craft - observation
- anticipation
- defensive techniques
¢ the law - road rules
- registration and licence

- alcohol and drugs

the test

These hourly sessions are provided once per week over the term. The instructor
uses information sheets, talks and discussion sessions to cover each topic. He
also uses a number of recent videotapes including The Big Gig and Road
Worrier (FORS), and Motor Mania (Walt Disney). Interspersed with the class
sessions are 8 practical sessions in a car consisting of 2 hours per session. Two
students are involved each time and they have approximately one hour of
driving practice and one hour of observation on each occasion. The instructor is
available from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. each day tc enable pairs of students to find a two
hour block each week when they are free from other timetable commitments.

As a culminating "fun" activity the students are offered an optional
excursion to a Go-Kart track where they perform various manoevres and learn

how excessive speed can cause unintended mishaps.



1B

The instructor gives the students regular feedback about their practical
driving skills during the two hour car sessions. In addition he provides each
student with a written report at the completion of the course which includes a
grade from A - F for attitude and application. On the year 12 certificate only a
pass/fail is recorded. |

To date no formal evaluations have been undertaken on the course. The
college administrators are very enthusiastic about it in terms of student numbers
and the quality of instruction provided by the driving school instructor. The
numbers of students enrolling in the course on each occasion indicates that
students and parents must consider it worthwhile and value for money at $190
per student for 23 hours of tuition.

The college has been fortunate in procuring the services of a very competent
instructor. Although not trained as a teacher he does appear to have considerable
communication skills and has a very pleasing personality. In addition, he is well
organised and has sought out up-to-date materials, including video-tapes for his
class sessions. The varied and long hours required to provide two-hourly
practical car sessions for ten pairs of students would be extremely difficult to
timetable for a regular staff member and by necessity, would virtually exclude
him/her from any other teaching duties. By using external personnel and their
resources (cars) the college obtains the bonus of providing an additional
registered course for students for minimal cost. A staff member is required to
assist the instructor with the class sessions (as part of union regulations regarding
the teaching of classes by non-trained teachers) and the college purchases the
videotapes and stationery required - but that is the sum total of their costs.

The instructor is at ease with students and he obviously enjoys this teaching
role. He has plans to replicate the course at other senior colleges in Canberra
using additional driving school personnel. In addition, he would like to run
advanced driving courses in defensive driving. The person does appear to be

genuinely concerned about helping students and reducing the horrific casualities



from road accidents among young drivers. Yet it must also be noted that the
instructor stands to gain considerable financial rewards from this activity.
Although his fees to the college are relatively low (higher rates are foreshadowed
for 1989) the free advertising and subsequent private tuitions he is likely to attract
to his driving school are considerable. His driving school is able to gain
significantly in status and reputation as a result of this venture.

It should also be noted that the college has little quality control over the
course. The instructor submitted an outline of the proposed course when the
scheme first commenced in 1987. The emphasis is predominantly upon students
obtaining the requisite practical skills to pass the drivers' permit test. Although
the instructor maintains that the small-group discussions allow for considerable
airing and development of positive driving attitudes, this is not evident from the
topics listed. Further, only minimal attention is given to major teenager
associated problems and driving behaviour such as alcohol and drugs and peer

pressure.



Case Study 4 — Kindergarten, New South Wales

The kindergarten/day nursery is one of a number located in inner suburbs
of Sydney. This one is on the site of an old terrace house but eight years ago the
house was demolished and an attractive special purpose building was erected. It
is a two-storey building with two spacious outdoor play areas complete with
artificial turf, tree swings, sandpit, slides and numerous toys and objects. The
rooms on the ground floor are spacious and colourful and include a kitchen and
staffroom. The upstairs area contains bedroom areas for the children to have
their afternoon naps and an administration area.

The day nursery is licensed to admit 51 children within the age range of a
few months to 5 years of age. Ten full-time staff are employed and two part-time
staff. The nursery is required to be open from 7.30 a.m. until 5.30 p.m. each day
and so teachers are rostered on different shifts. The roster system makes it
difficult to have full staff meetings. Planning of teaching is done on a three day
cycle on the basis of planning for the next day/actual lessons on the
day/evaluation of the lessons on the following day. There is some time in the
afternoons for staff to do lesson preparation and administrative work while
children have their afternoon naps.

The Kids and Traffic (NSW) curriculum package just arrived in the mail at
the day nursery. Neither the director nor the teachers had received any prior
notification nor had they received any inservice training on its use. Fortuitously,
staff were working on a transport theme at the time and so they examined the
contents and tried out the various components. They enjoyed using the tapes at
their listening post. The children found the stories very good indeed and
constantly asked to hear them again. The songs were also very popular.

Several effects of Kids and Traffic are worth noting. The director of the
nursery school suggested that the kit made the teachers more aware of other

aspects of road safety. Although they had taught road safety before, they had not



concentrated upon bike riding and the wearing of helmets - "it made us realize
that there were other elements of road safety we needed to teach. Many of these
young children have bikes at home and they need to have this training in their
use”.

Another effect noted by the nursery school director was that Kids and Traffic
provides excellent resources for using with parents — "parents need to realise the
importance of child restraints in cars, the use of seat belts, and for children to get
out of cars on the kerb side". Teachers at the centre have used a lot of the
materials from Kids and Traffic in take-home notes to parents and at parent
nights.

As might be expected at this level, activities during each day span various
subjects and consist of some individual table activities (1 1/2 hours) and in-class
group activities (1 hour) and a lot of out-door play activities. Teachers have
integrated Kids and Traffic into a number of their activities and some of these
include:

(a) having a special "bike day” and children dress up as police, truck

drivers, etc.

(b) role playing being cars in the classroom, going up and down aisles.

(c) using wooden traffic signs to practice safe crossings.

(d) using Leggo Roadworks, Metcon Playmat and other board games.

(e) teachers encouraging the children to ride and share the various

motorbikes, tricycles and "moon buggy”, ensuring that they obey basic

road rules.

Figure 1 illustrates how one of the teachers used Kids and Traffic extensively
in her treatment of a Transport theme. She indicated that the children found the

materials to be very useful and would definitely use them again next year.



Figure 5
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Week © TRANS PORT
Oate Music! Lan guage Grogp
Monday . G+hi5. .

Stocy | News ..

Tuead»::j oS

| ° regram

chn 1o weor

.. 0. _Seat

lhgten fOr. cong,etc

beit,

alwoy s

) Ste fono's . Nonaa™- storybook written_for
the Kids aond Traffic
g6 ond FHRTTY

rood sofety educat e
for prsschool aged cha

Teacher CnCcURI5E

look. ond

[2) Cha con come owt ond tell ue obouwt thetr
week-eocl.

Story | Schgs
and fnsfen..jg.

tope .
+hrou g h mMmouarment.

/ L+
Wednssdoy LR
Poe mMmS I G‘c.rmes

collect oli. . the

Thuesdoy . 3th(5-
Cooking. ~

whule Mmoo St . ploys.e?c

(y Reod story "The .R.verboot Crew

(2 Listemning to.Songs on +he"K;ds.oﬂd Tralfie
Pr-oqr\c:r‘n"

- ——

e ———

vbbish. and_ mpens_they con.

)

.o, bog whea. toovelliDgzby _corn

a) Trongpont.

=My Dbicycle”

(1) Musical choins - Cho ‘drive® around.chors

Roebbish, Hunto Cha toke .a. 2moll _bog ond

vsing the _$cace .re cipe:. They. con_place
sultfomnes_on_the_wheels, Trhen _on_dhe:

Jeomnce

Frdoy 13thi5.

Conclude theme.

+rangpoet, |

Ir +he ofterncon, comtinue u.n'Hﬁ e,.-_-J-rher SleI

of 3yr olds.

Kevicae _songs, gomes cic -That we -hove  been

leaening. Sur_up . the _sofehy. aspect of.

-

» .
1y Two groups. will. make. tnongpact. biscots

Gfterncon _use com ¢ them _ond_odd other

detals. e.g,_&mor +ie windows
bumpar bonre

Ihen . acting ow t. the Sh:rﬂ

(3)Set up hstening. post ~ 81‘-or-y bookS and Somqgs

From “Kde ond Traffic peogrom ‘~fafterno o H)

¢.~dinsond ete, Relote. 0 seeping . c.l_L!‘ubb-.Q,"‘l



Nevertheless, both the director and some teachers did express some
reservations about Kids and Traffic. For example, they noted that:

(@) the letter formations in the story books did not conform with official
forms adopted by the NSW Education Department.

(b) there are no story books with Aboriginal characters.

() the Calendar which accompanied the kit last year is very cluttered and
too detailed for kindergarten children.

(d) the songs are not as attractive and as motivating as those on Playschool

(for example "If you want to cross the road" is lacklustre).

The teachers at the school are very concerned about road safety and since
Kids and Traffic has arrived they have given this area of the curriculum
increased attention. They are especially pleased tha; it contains resources that
they can use to educate parents as they feel that they misuse road rules to a great

extent.



Case Study 5 - Primary School, New South Wales

This small government school with only 165 students and 6 staff is tucked
away in a leafy cul-de-sac in a suburb of North Sydney. It is a relatively quiet
residential area with broad streets and large, well-kept houses.

Staff mobility is not a problem at this school. Most of the staff have been
here for four or more years. The parents are very supportive of their "little”
school. In fact, the pervading atmosphere resonated by staff and students is that
of a closely-knit, supportive rural community — even though most of the parents
are daily commuters to central Sydney.

The case study teacher has been at the school for five years and he has
always been an enthusiast about road safety education. In 1984 he was one of the
first teachers to receive inservice training in the use of the Victorian Bike Ed Kkit.
since then he has taught various versions of a Bike Safety programme at the
school. At present he is very pleased with a three-level (Years 4-6) programme
that he has developed at the school. He has also taken steps this year to introduce
the new NSW kit, Street Sense.

The teacher is recognised in the education region as being a leading figure in
road safety education. In 1987 he was invited to become a part-time consultant
for the northern region on a day-a-week basis. He was also invited to write one
of the units for the Street Sense package and his contribution is part of the Level
IT unit on bicydles.

One of the parents at the school has become deeply involved in the road
safety programmes since they started. She is now a regular participant at the
school and is in fact treated as another member of staff. This parent made herself
available for interview when the author visited the school and it is evident that
she plays a very important role, being involved in:

(@) clerical tasks associated with the programme.

(b) sharing the supervision of the small groups with the teacher.



(c) arranging for the distribution and storage of equipment.

(d) making contact with outside groups for special events and visits.

The bike safety programme occurs during the Friday afternoon sports time
slot at the school. Each year, students in Years 4, 5, and 6 have one term on the
programme, although Year 6 students have additional time because of the on-
road sessions (see Figure 6). It has been carefully sequenced over the three grade
levels. Year 4 students concentrate upon road rules and braking and spacing;
Year 5 students focus more on handsignals, stopping and changing lanes; and
-Year 6 students do various skills associated with on-road lessons.

Theory lessons are taken with the whole class for approximately half the
time available. Activities are derived from various kits including Bike Ed (Vic)
and Out and About (FORS). Written notes are made in a special notebook kept
for road safety and which students retain for use over the three year period.

The teacher also provides various worksheets that children complete for
homework. The remainder of the time is spent in the playground where two
groups of 12-13 students practice riding skills on the marked out areas (for
example, scanning, slalom riding). The two groups are supervised by the case
study teacher and the parent volunteer.

Major emphasis is given to the bike safety programme in Year 6 as this is the
culmination of three years work. All students who pass the skills tests and the
on-road test are awarded a "Bike Riders Certificate".

The teacher ensures that the achievements of the senior school students are
highlighted in other ways too. Over recent years he encouraged students to
participate in "ride safe" contests run by the Police Department and by a local
service club. Activities of the on-road groups have been filmed so that children
and their parents can appraise their skill development. A Bike Expo was held at a
local shopping centre during "Bike Week" in October 1988. The school also runs

competitions for helmet sticker designs. A most successful event in 1988 was the



.

production of a class play by Year 5 and 6 students, titled "Mum will I be home for

Tea?" and this was given high praise in local newspaper reports.

Figure 6
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The Year 4, 5 and 6 teachers at the school attempt to integrate road safety
topics into their literature, art and maths during the term in which their children
do bike safety as their class sport. Because the case study teacher is teaching Year 2
this year he has been able to influence the amount of incidental road safety
teaching undertaken at the junior school level too. Little implementation of the
Street Semse kit has occurred yet, but this is understandable since the teacher
inservice day only occurred several months earlier.

The school is very committed to road safety education. The school principal
is most supportive of it even to the extent of sharing teacher duties during sport
to release the case study teacher. The principal was also responsible for marking
all the bike-safety lines on the school playground. The other five teachers are
supportive as revealed by their willingness to reschedule their classes to fit in
with the bike safety programme. Yet it would also appear that they do not have
the driving commitment of the case study teacher. It is most fortunate that
parents are so supportive of the scheme and especially the one parent who has
taken on the role of a teacher-aide. Her presence has given stability to the
programme and encouraged other parents to assist, especially with the
playground skills testing and on-road tests.

The bike-safety programme has been carefully developed and it is obviously
very successful. The case study teacher has produced a well-defined programme
with appropriate skills testing (see Figure 7) and opportunities for positive road
safety attitudes to be developed. The children when interviewed by the author
made a number of thoughtful comments about how their behaviour on bicycles
had improved; that their confidence in traffic had developed; and that they were

more aware of their responsibilities on the road.
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Case Study 6 — Non-Government Primary School, New South Wales

This non-government primary school is located on a hilly slope in a
western suburb of Sydney. Tt is a large school with over 500 students and 17 staff.
The local area is quite hilly with steep, windy roads. Because of the potential
hazards in the area, a school rule is enforced whereby no children are permitted
to ride their bicycles to school. Parents and staff are very concerned about road
safety, heightened no doubt, by the tragedy in 1987 when two of their students
were fatally injured on their way home from school.

The current school principal has only been in the position for two years and
the deputy principal for four years, but it is very evident that they are a driving
force at this school. The school hums! It is rare to see such concerted activity by
teachers using well-honed planning skills to produce road safety activities
integrated across a wide range of subjects.

Although the school has very committed staff and top-level executive staff,
it was fortuitous that the Street Sense package became available when it did. The
school had made a decision to initiate a new school-wide health programme and
was in need of specific content and teaching activities to include. The regional
road safety consultant contacted the school and at a staff meeting she explained to
the teachers how concepts from the Street Sense package could be matched with
principles in the current Health Education syllabus. Several senior teachers
(including the Principal) were invited to attend a full day inservice course on
Street Sense and they returned to the school overflowing with enthusiasm and
materials.

At a series of weekly staff meetings and at two staff development days,
school staff worked assiduously on the production of a road safety syllabus for all
grade levels. After becoming familiar with the various units in Street Sense they
allocated topics to each grade level, ensuring that they represented major

principles included in the Health Syllabus (see Figure 8). They also planned a
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series of incidental lessons which they considered should be taught informally on

appropriate occasions each term (see Figure 9).

Figure 8
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These school-wide programmes were then used as the framework for
detailed planning by each grade level. For example, the three Kindergarten
teachers do joint planning of activities. They spend fifteen minutes a week on
Street Sense topics, using audio tapes for songs and listening activities. They
integrate these activities across several subjects during the course of each week.
The crossing attendant is used regularly as a "guest speaker” for the children.
The children also have supervised visits out to the crosswalk and back.

At the Year 2 level they have two lessons a week (a total of 1 hour) on
Health studies. In terms 2 and 3 they concentrate upon Street Sense topics and

the activities are jointly planned by the two teachers. Each child uses a special

exercise book for the various worksheets and stencils they complete (see Figure

10). The teachers also select relevant exercises from Qut and About.

Figure 10
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As another example, in Year 4 the "City" topic from Street Semse is used
extensively. Activities are also included in Maths, Social Studies and Language.
Students do simple surveys on pedestrian and passenger travel. Also in Year 4
they do the unit "Bicycle Safety” for one hour a week over seven weeks. This
coincides with a visit by local police officers and on that day bicycles are permitted
to be brought to school for a safety check. Teachers integrate the safety unit with
many other subjects such as graphing of braking distances in Mathematics, and
story writing and literature (for example, "Mulga Bill's Bicycle").

At this school the Sfreet Sense package is used thoroughly and with
imagination, due in no small measure to the sound curriculum planning
procedures initiated by the executive staff. Staff are already making enquiries
about the purchase of an additional copy of Street Sense. Although this is only
their first year using the kit they are obviously well satisfied with it. It is too early
to judge whether the teaching is having an impact upon the children but staff are
optimistic that the kit is achieving its goals. The regional road safety consultant
perceives this school to be a "lighthouse” and mentions it frequently to other
schools as an example of how effective school-based curriculum development

can be initiated and indeed can flourish.



Case Study 7 — Non-Government Primary School, New South Wales

An interesting combination of factors and events led to this school
becoming heavily involved in road safety education. Unsafe roads - concerned
parents — innovative teachers — a bike-ed week — a new school principal
experienced in road safety education - all these factors and events came together
in 1988 to provide the momentum for a concerted drive on road safety. The
enthusiasm has continued this year and it is likely that road safety education will
be included as part of school policy.

The school was built in the early 1980s and is located in the heart of a
prosperous residential suburb of Sydney. The road patten is not the typical grid-
iron but one of sweeping curves and T junctions. Not unexpectedly, residents
travel very fast in their vehicles on these wide, sweeping avenues.

Parents became very agitated about speeding traffic and raised the matter of
road safety at Parent and Friends (P and F) meetings at the school. They decided
to form a road safety sub-committee of 3 parents to press the local council for a
pedestrian crossing at the school. The negotiations proved to be very protracted
and frustrating. Over a period of over 12 months the I’ and F sub-committee
used a number of strategies before they were finally successful. These strategies
included:

(a) writing letters of complaint to local council members and to members

of parliament.

(b) deputations to the local council.

(c) seeking on-site traffic inspections from the Police Department and

- Road Traffic Authority.
(d) attending local council meetings.

(e) taking surveys of childrens' movements to and from school.



The local council finally agreed that a pedestrian crossing was needed at the
school and undertook the necessary road narrowing and construction of the
crossing and signs during mid-1988.

The road safety sub-committee of the P and F has continued its activities
even though their initial reason for being has ceased to exist. They now oversee
all traffic movement within the school grounds and entry and exit points into
the school. A one-way system of vehicle movement is clearly marked and
parents are expected to conform. "Delinquent" parents who do not conform
have their vehicle registration numbers noted in school newsletters!

A young male teacher at the school became very interested in bike safety,
perhaps as a result of the debate about a pedestrian crossing at the school. He
undertook a two-day inservice course on bike-education run by the Catholic
Schools road safety coordinator during mid-1987. He did not implement any of
these ideas in that year but he became very enthusiastic about bike safety in mid-
1988 when the school received its annual publicity flyers about "Bike-Week".
The State Bicycle Committee of NSW provide funds each October to publicise
bike safety. Officers of this committee initiate various competitions for school
children, mount displays, advertise events in local and daily newspapers and
provide schools with various publications and practical teaching ideas.

Fortuitously, the school principal, who had been newly appointed to the
school at the beginning of 1988, was a keen supporter of road safety education and
she had also undertaken a bike education inservice training course. Together
they planned a bike safety programme for the school which would coincide with
the "Bike-Ed" week in October. It was agreed that the teacher would take the
practical lessons out in the playground with the assistance of two student teachers
who were doing practice teaching at the school. The school principal ensured
that the timetable was modified to release the teacher. She also obtained the

support of parents in such matters as bringing childrens' bicycles to the school.



The "Bike Ed" week started in October with a lot of enthusiasm. Various
colour posters on road safety were displayed prominently around the school.
Parents were advised in school newsletters that an intensive programme on bike
safety had been planned. A survey on childrens' wearing of bicycle helmets was
initiated. Weekly awards were made at assembly based on childrens' road safety
achievements. On the week before "Bike-Ed" week, the case-study teacher
proudly issued every class teacher with a manila folder of teaching ideas. He had
spent several weeks selecting practical ideas that teachers could use and these had
been carefully sequenced in level of difficulty for each grade (see Figure 11).

For the first two days each teacher took in-class lessons based upon the road
safety material in the manila folders. During the remaining days of the week a
roster system was organised so that each class had one hour learning practical
bike riding skills in the playground. The case study teacher and parents had
marked out a bike course using painted lines and witches hats. The specific skills
(scanning, hand-signals, braking) were derived from the draft "Bike Ed syllabus”
(NSW) and the Bike Ed kit (Victoria). Because a school rule prevents children
from riding bicycles to school it was quite a logistical problem to get parents to
transport bicycles to school and to then store the 20 bicycles in a safe locality each
night. As it turned out, some inclement weather and additional time needed for
some practical skills necessitated the intensive week course to be extended into
two weeks,

It appears that staff, parents and students were very pleased with their
results. An additional two staff enrolled in the bike-ed inservice training course
at the end of 1988. Plans have been prepared for extending the programme in
terms 3 and 4 of this year so that bike ed will occur for 3 weeks and road safety
awareness will be taught over an additional 3 weeks. Steps have also been taken
to acquire additional resources for the school library including Out and About
(FORS), Street Sense (NSW) and various posters from the Road Traffic
Authority.



Figure 11
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The Principal intends to have a road safety education policy in place for the
whole school by 1990. She is very committed to road safety and has been very
effective in her short time at the school in encouraging teachers and parents to
become involved. Parents have reported that their children are now more road-
safety conscious. The school community is certainly aware of road safety issues
and parents are now much more law-abiding in their behaviour when entering
and leaving the school grounds!

But not to be content with present achievements, the case study teacher and
the school principal have just started to tackle another issue — children riding
skateboards. Over the last month three children have received fractured arms
from riding skateboards. A skateboard ramp which was erected by the local
council on a public oval has been dismantled. There is enough controversy
about this matter for it to become a major community issue over the ensuing

months ...



Case Study 8 - Secondary School, New South Wales

The school is very new and only opened its doors to students in 1988. The
facilities are magnificent, consisting of modern classrooms, a large central garden,
workshops, special purpose rooms and staff studies. The students will have to
grow into this school. At the present time the 400 students seem to rattle around
the enclosed spaces, perhaps accentuated by the number of carpeted rooms devoid
of any furniture. However, in 2-3 years the population of the school is predicted
to be over 1000 students.

The case study teacher is very committed and energetic. He was one of 14
senior staff appointed in 1988 and he has responsibility for the teaching of English
throughout the school. Because he is enthusiastic about road safety education he
has also taken over responsibility for this subject among the other teachers.

With the low-achieving students the teacher believes in using real life
material in his English lessons. Rather than teaching from traditional novels he
prefers to use material commonly available such as traffic handbooks. He
maintains that aspects of everyday life such as written informatién about driving
vehicles, filling in accident claim forms and having debates and role playing on
topics such as "hit and run drivers", is far more meaningful to his students.

It was because of these interests that he started writing up some of the
lessons and demonstrating them at local teacher conferences. The road safety
education examples came to the notice of some curriculum writers working for
the Road Traffic Authority and he was subsequently invited to write the English
units for Are You in Control.

Because he has Years 7 and 8 students at the present time he has only been
able to use the package to a limited extent but he is enthusiastic about it. For
example, he includes some of the following activities:

(a) debating sessions.

(b) a classroom parliament.



{¢) mock trials.

He supplements material from Are You in Confrol with brochures he
obtains from the Road Traffic Authority. His only criticism about the package is
that posters and stickers should be provided with the teaching units.

Although the case study teacher is responsible for road safety across all
subjects in the school he admits that the only other subject area where it is used
extensively is in Industrial Arts. They use the Belt Up: Technical Drawing kit
because the materials are closely aligned to the syllabus. The material is also
highly sought after because very few curriculum resources are available in this
subject. By contrast, the Mathematics and Science teachers have not shown a lot
of interest in either Are You in Control or Belt Up. The teachers will use an
occasional worksheet taken from these packages but they don't use the kits very
frequently.

The principal of the school is very supportive of road safety education and
anticipates that it will be covered more extensively as the school grows in student
numbers. He anticipates that streets around the school will become very
congested when the school has over a thousand students. There are also two
neighbouring high schools with students populations of 1300 - 1500 each. By
then there will be large numbers of students riding bicycles to schools and there
will also be a considerable number of school buses.

In Year 10 the school principal is intending to run a series of enrichment
courses for students and he feels that road safety should be a compulsory unit at
this level and 2-3 periods a week. He would like to see a road safety policy
established at the school as soon as possible.

At the present time the staff at this school don't have any local traffic
hazards because of small student numbers. There is little motivation for teachers
to include road safety education lessons. However, it is fortunate for the students

that the school principal has future plans to include road safety in the curriculum



and that he has a senior staff member who is a staunch supporter and advocate

for road safety education.



Case Study 9 - Primary School, Northern Territory

This small primary school with only 40 children is located in an isolated
part of the Northern Territory. Because it is close to a major tourist attraction all
children attending the school have parents in various service industries. No
Aboriginal children attend the school.

Officers from the Road Safety Council (RSC) make regular visits to the
school. On this occasion a two-day visit was requested by the school principal and
was carefully negotiated with the RSC officer and the local police officer.

Primary school teachers in the Northern Territory are given few specific
syllabus guidelines about road safety. The West Australian Health Education
syllabus is made available to all schools and there is some reference to pedestrian
safety and bicycle safety but no detailed statements or resources are provided to
supplement this document. The Social and Cultural Education syllabus refers to
road safety education in several topics, such as transport, but again no detailed
resources are made available.

Teachers tend to use outside personnel to teach specific aspects about road
safety such as pedestrian safety and bicycle safety. Field officers from the Road
Safety Council are available to visit schools on request. They also have centres
complete with miniature traffic roads for school children to visit. School-based
constables and local police also visit schools.

The Principal of the case study school made the request for a 2-day visit from
the RSC because he was concerned about the increased number of tourist buses in
the area and the narrow winding roads that the school children use. He felt sure
that unless the children gained increased skills in road awareness, a major traffic
accident involving school children was imminent.

The RSO suggested that a series of topics should be used with the Junior
group of 20 children (Grades T-3) on the first day and a different set with the

senior group (Grades 4-7) on the second day. They both agreed that the



presentations should be short and practical and should use audio-visual aids
whenever possible. Because bicycle safety was to be taught to both groups it
would be necessary to notify parents and get their permission to have bicycles
brought to the school over this two day period. It was also considered important
to involve the local policeman in the class presentations and the practical bicycle
riding activities.

For the Junior group the presentations revolved around bus travel, walking
to school, and bicycle education. These were interspersed with a number of
videotapes and practical activities (see Figure 12). For example children coloured
in hand-outs on Peter Pelican; they made up traffic signs on coloured paper and
these were glued to pieces of cardboard and used out in the playground; they
rode their bicycles around a specially prepared track in the school ground. The
local policeman gave a short talk on road safety hazards close to the school and
what these young children should do about them. To conclude the day, a
number of posters and stickers were given out to all the children.

The Senior group concentrated almost entirely upon bicycle education. As
indicated in Figure 13 they started with a talk about the road worthiness of bikes,
hand signals and traffic signs. After completing several worksheets on this they
went outside to the school playground where they practised specific skills such as
steering, braking and giving appropriate hand-signals. The police officer and the
teacher both assisted the RSC officer with this practical activity.

In the afternoon session further discussions were held on the use of helmets
and some specific road safety hazards close to the school. After the policeman
had undertaken an inspection of all bikes he led an on-road practical exercise in
which the police car stayed in front, the twenty children rode in single file, and
the RSC officer and the teacher rode cycles at the rear.

To complete the day's activities and to give feedback to the children and to
the teacher about their understanding of road safety, the RSC officer gave a brief

written, multiple choice test to all students. These were marked on the spot and



correct answers were discussed with the children. To conclude the day various
posters and stickers were distributed and a special RSC badge.

The two-day visit to this remote school was very successful. Children
responded very well to all the activities and were most enthusiastic. The RSC
officer was very pleased too and with some satisfaction agreed to the request by

the school principal to run a similar two-day session in the following year.

Figure 12

Activities scheduled for Junior Class (Years T-3)

Welcome and Introduction
Discussion: When the bus drops you off 7 mins
Video: "Children's Crossings"” 3 mins
Discussion on video
Video: "Hector's Road Show” 18 mins
Discussion on video

(a) walking to school

(b) crossings

() buckle up seat belts 10 mins

Talk on road signs, hand signals, bike laws

Practical walk in school carpark, put up signs 30 mins
Video: "Be Bright, Stay Alive, Day and Night" 10 mins
Discussion on video 5 mins
Police talk on local road safety hazards 10 mins
Bike inspection 20 mins
Bike ride around playground and car park 30 mins

Hand out posters and stickers 5 mins



Figure 13

Activities scheduled for Senior Class (Grades 4-7)

Discussion on road worthiness of bicycles
Video: "Be Bright, Stay Alive, Day and Night"
Discussion on video

(@) the need for traffic signals and rules

(b) cycling in traffic

(0 hand signals

(d) traffic signs, shapes and meanings
Video: "Play it Safe"

Practical bike riding in playground using specially
prepared track

Video: "Helmets for Headstrong Children"

Discussion by police on road safety hazards near
school

Bike inspection
On-road bicycle ride
Written test, marked, discussion

Distribute posters, stickers and badges

5 mins

10 mins

20 mins

15 mins

30 mins

10 mins

15 mins
30 mins
40 mins

20 mins



Case Study 10 - Secondary School, Northern Territory

The School-Based Constable (SBC) scheme has been operating in the
Northern Territory (NT) since 1985. The officer in this case study was employed
as a SBC at a previous high school for 2 years before being transferred to the
present school in May 1988. The school is a very large one of over 1100 students
and 100 teachers and located in a suburb of Darwin. The school is well
established and has a good reputation in the community for its high academic
standards and its strong discipline.

The constable has his office adjoining several classrcoms and it is in reality a
refitted cleaner's storercom. He made it clear to students from the outset that he
was available at any time in his office to discuss individual problems with them,
although he insists that students must not miss lessons to come and see him. He
does yard duty several times a week to be visible to students and also joins in
some of the lunch-time sporting games such as football and volleyball. He also
frequents the school lobby area at lunch-times so as to be accessible to students for
informal chats.

When asked to speak at a school assembly soon after he arrived at the
school, he presented a very frank and honest approach ... "I tried to dispel four
basic myths about my job as SBC:

¢ Iam not at the school to spy on students.

e I was not sent to the school because 1 did something wrong in the

police force and so am being punished.

* T am not here to serve summons and arrest students because it is a bad

school.

* I am not here to get private information out of students to pass on to

teachers and parents."



Students soon came to him with a number of problems. Sometimes these
were a follow-up to problems they had discussed in class. More commonly they
were outcomes of personal incidents they had experienced. For example, minor
examples of shoplifting were events that caused students considerable worry
until they took it upon themselves to "confess” to the SBC and to learn about the
options open to them.

The constable found it relatively easy to gain the confidence and support of
teachers at the high school. Initially he asked them about topics they wanted him
to talk about. Common ones were those relating to the "law" and "drugs".
Teachers generally did not feel comfortable teaching these topics and they
welcomed his assistance.

He also found that he was in demand by English teachers to do lessons on
report writing. For example he took lessons with lower and upper secondary
classes on how to write various reports, such as:

crime reports

apprehension reports

witness statements

motor vehicle accident reports.

Although the constable is treated as a legitimate and full-time staff member
at the high school it is understandable that he cannot fulfil this same role
simultaneously at 4 or 5 feeder primary schools. He tends to visit these primary
schools about once a fortnight. Not only does he observe traffic movement
around each of these schools, he gives brief lessons to large groups and to
separate classes. These can consist of lessons on crosswalk safety to young
children to lessons on bike safety and maintenance, using "good" and "bad"
examples of bikes selected from the school bike racks.

As from next term he will be teaching a new programme, Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE) which is an adaptation of a programme developed

in the USA for primary school children. He has just finished a two-week



inservice training course on DARE, which contains a number of activity-based
lessons on alcohol, drugs, decision making skills and how to resist adverse peer
pressure. The new package has created a lot of interest in 4 pilot schools and he is
keen to try it out with his feeder primary schools during terms 3 and 4 this year.

At one of his feeder primary schools he has assisted with a major truancy
problem with Aboriginal children. He accompanies a Home Liaison Officer (a
female Aborigine) when she visits the homes of children who have been truants.
Quite often the fathers of these households are at home, as they are unemployed.
The constable can relate effectively with these males and is able to persuade them
to send their children to school each day, if for no other reason than it gets the
children away from the house and gives the parents more free fime!

The constable meets up with four or five other RSC's from the Darwin area
once a fortnight but is unable to meet up with RS5C's from outlying areas more
than once a year. At the fortnightly meeting in Darwin the Coordinator provides
them with up-to-date information about curriculum materials. This is very
necessary because SBC's only receive a two week intensive initial training
programme before commencing in a school. He has recently produced a set of
teaching materials on the Law for RSC's together with a companion volume on
the relevant legal clauses/acts. The Coordinator also encourages R5C's to share
their ideas about successful practices and finding solutions to common problems.

The constable gets a lot of satisfaction from his position as SBC at this
school. In his words he is able to "be the preventer rather than the prosecutor".
He is able to anticipate major student problems before they occur and defuse
them. He enjoys the opportunity of working with students and teachers.

Yet there are some misgivings about the role of SBC. Promotional
opportunities in the police force don't permit him to stay on as an SBC for more
than 2-3 years. Teachers sometimes use him as a means of gaining a few extra
free periods for themselves. He also gets disenchanted by some of the internal

politics of school life and the power factions and lobby groups that emerge.



Nevertheless, the benefits far outweigh the problems. He can see problem
students gradually change their ways and develop into reasonable citizens. Even
when off-duty, he is often greeted by students and engages in conversation with

them. Acceptance and trust by the students is one of his greatest joys.



Case Study 11 - Aboriginal Community, Northern Territory

This is a very friendly, slow-pace aboriginal community located on an island
off the coast of the Northern Territory. The evaluator arrives by charter plane
along with several other road safety/driver education officers and is welcomed at
the airport by the adult education officer (AEO). He is one of only nine non-
Aborigines living in the community, the others consisting of the three teachers at
the local primary school, two Catholic sisters, two police officers and the
accountant for the community council. The AEO has only been living at the
settlement since February and has soon realised that any initiatives for change
have to be taken very slowly indeed.

The initiative to have driver education in remote Aboriginal areas was
taken by the Technical and Further Education Division (TAFE) some two years
ago. It had become evident for some time that attempts to bring Aborigines to
urban centres to sit for their driver's licences was not successful. Few enrolled for
the course and very few were able to pass the written test (2 1/2 hours English
test).  Senior officers of TAFE put forward an alternative proposal to the
government which was eventually agreed to and the necessary legislative
amendments were passed and incorporated into the Northern Territory Motor
Vehicle Act. The pré»posal involved driver education specialists training
aboriginals in their own community and then allowing these persons in turn, to
have the powers to instruct and examine Aboriginals who wanted to obtain a
drivers' licence.

The potential Aboriginal instructors must:

(a) have held an "A" class driver's licence for at least 3 years.

(b) be persons of good character.

(c) be fit and proper persons to hold a licence and not to have any criminal

record.



The aboriginals applying to obtain a licence have to:
(a) undertake 3 days of instruction and one day of testing.
(b) complete an observed drive where they are tested on various aspects
including road position, cornering, speed and gear selection.
(¢ complete a commentary drive where they have to identify and describe
various problem situations {e.g. crossings, schools).
(d) explain road rules.

(e) undertake a vehicle inspection.

In the first pilot scheme under the new amendments, three aboriginals from
the case study community were selected for training and two experts spent a week
at the island community in May 1988 to direct the programme. One of the
instructees is the current chairman of the Aboriginal Council at the island;
another is an office assistant (female); and the third is employed on delivery
duties. The intentions in 1988 were that they would commence training and
assessing Aboriginal applicants in early 1989.

The year started off quite well. The nearly appointed AEO undertook a
survey and found that eight Aboriginal youths aged between 16-19 years (5 males,
3 females) were interested in getting their driver's licence. However, nothing has
happened for over four months. The very long wet season this year caused the
roads on the island to be impassable for many months from December through to
May. These dirt roads still have not been graded and the corrugations on some of
them are horrific, and certainly would make driving difficult for learner drivers.

Although eight youths applied to do the training to get a driver's licence
there is not a lot of incentive for them to do so. All adults in the 250 member
community are employed (although this does include some 25 Commonwealth
Development Employment Programme workers) and so have little free time.

Moreover the two police officers based on the island do not make regular checks



on those adults who have driving licences. It is quite probable that a number of
adults drive vehicles without having a licence.

Two road fatalities on the island have also led to disruptions and further
delayed attempts to get a driver education programme started. In one case a
young male was killed in driving to a settlement on the other side of the island.
Even more tragic was the death of a baby girl who was playing with some dogs
underneath the island ambulance and the driver unknowingly ran over her
when he was called to an emergency. In both fatalities, the resultant funeral
services and related events caused a disruption to normal work routines for
several weeks.

The driver education programme at this Aboriginal island community
should be operational by now but it is not. Specific organisational problems are
slowing down the process. For example, a dual control braking pedal was
supplied to the community (and is a legal requirement) but this was rejected after
several months of discussion by the community council because they considered
it was too dangerous and could in fact cause accidents! It may be many months
before any local youths undertake any driver training.

The delays are symptomatic of the difficulties of getting road safety
programmes initiated and established in Aboriginal communities, Major
changes can not be forced upon these communities. The community places
higher priorities on other matters such as weekend hunting (for carpet snake,
bandicoots, mangrove worms, quail) and "bush holidays", and the development
of small industries such as barramundi fishing, pearling and prawning. Even
though a community group can be well organised and under effective leadership,
as is the community examined in this case study, there is no guarantee that an
innovation will be accepted and acted upon.

The three Aboriginal driving instructors were interviewed by the evaluator.
The chairman of the council appeared to be reasonably keen to start instructing

but did not indicate any specific initiatives he had taken or would be taking. He



is a well respected leader in the community and an important person to be
appointed as a driving instructor. However, he is kept extremely busy in his role
as council chairman and recreation manager. He is a friendly, jolly figure and
generally evaded any questions put to him by the evaluator — "No, I haven't
started yet — maybe start soon ...".

The female office assistant has regular office working hours each day from 8
a.m. — 3 p.m. According to the AEO the times she has available, from 3 p.m. - 4
p-.m. and later would not be very popular with any trainees because the Social
Club opens at 4 p.m. each afternoon. This is a major event each day and not to be
missed by those adults eager to get their supply of liquor (although amounts
consumed are strictly supervised).

The youngest of the three driving instructors does not have any plans for
doing any training, and in all probability, is waiting for initiatives to be taken by
the older instructors. Besides, he is kept busy most days on delivery duties. He is
also kept busy on other tasks associated with an Duke of Edinburgh award

scheme.



Case Study 12 - Senior College, Northern Territory

Although student driver education in secondary schools in the northermn
Territory is not as popular as it was prior to 1986 when the minimum driving age
was reduced to sixteen years of age, it is alive and well at this senior college. You
could even say it is flourishing! Three cars are provided by the local car dealer;
two teachers are involved for one-third of their teaching time and one part-time
private instructor is also used; and the number of students who complete the
student driver education (SDE) course each year is over 150, representing 25 per
cent of all Year 11 students.

It is not difficult to discover why the SDE course is so popular. The person
in charge of the course has been involved in SDE for 10 years and has been at the
case study school for 5 years. He is very popular with students and he has a high
reputation. Also the cost of the course is very cheap ($45) compared with prices
charged by commercial driving instructors. Two versions of the course are
offered — a semester course of 4 hours a week which is the typical Year 11 elective
course, and an intensive week course (1 week in the mid-semester break or the
last week in November) which is popular with those high ability students taking
subjects which do not allow them sufficient blocks of time to do the SDE course
during the semester.

The SDE course contains a number of important topics (see Figure 14). Basic
road law is covered in the first three weeks followed by two weeks on car
mechanics and maintenance. At this point in the course, the SDE teacher has an
arrangement with the Motor Vehicle Registry Office whereby all students of 16
years of age, enrolled in the course, are granted a Learner’s Permit, for a period of
up to three months.

From the fifth week onwards, practical driving lessons are arranged
concurrently with the theory lessons. Three students are taken out in a car at a

time for a period of two hours over ten weeks so that each student receives at



least 40 minutes of practical instruction per week. Several videotapes are used in
class sessions including the Learn to Drive series and those included in the
Young Driver Survival kit.

The topics covered in class are carefully sequenced with students' stages of
expertise in practical driving. As indicated in Figure 14, topics in weeks 5 and
beyond deal with defensive drinking, drink driving, first aid for the motorist and
some consumer education topics. The practical driving lessons over this period
also include defensive driving and city driving and parking (see Figure 15).

At this school the teachers who do the driving instruction teach in the
subject areas of commerce and science and so they do tend to incorporate driver
education topics into these teaching areas too. The school-based constable also
assists with SDE such as assisting with the practical driving and some of the
theory topics.

The major incentive for students enrolled in SDE is to pass the driver's
licence test. However, the pass rate is only about 50 per cent a year, with semester
1 students being about 30 per cent, and semester 2 students being about 70 per cent
due to greater levels of maturity. But, it must be noted that the objectives of the
SDE are much broader and are not closely tied to passing the driving test. For
example, some major objectives of the course include:

(a) to develop a basic understanding of the motor vehicle.

(b) to develop an understanding of and desirable attitude towards traffic

regulations in our society.

(¢ to develop the ability to recognise, analyse and respond to traffic

situations in a way which demonstrates a thorough understanding of

the driving task.

The relatively low pass rates does not seem to deter students. The majority

seem to enjoy the course very much and even if they don't pass the licence test



they have a firm basis from which to practise and/or obtain further lessons from

a commercial driving instructor.

Figure 14

Student Driver Education Course

OQUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT

1. Basic mechanics.

2. Vehicle care and maintenance.
3 Road law.

4, Learning to drive,

5

Defensive driving.

6. The history Snd philosophy of transportation.
7. The driver.

8. Purchasing a car.

9. Vehicle insurance.

10.  The role of Motor Vehicle Registry.
11. Australian design rules.
12. Basic first aid.

13. Practical schedule.

The Student Driver Education program can be divided largely
into three areas:

l. acquiring and applying knowledge
2. developing manipulative skills

3. developing appropriate behaviour patterns and desirable
attitudes.

The first two are readily and objectively assessable. It is
the developing of consistently appropriate behaviour patterns
and desirable attitudes which is most difficult to assess. Yet
it is this area which is of crucial importance. An effective
program must show evidence of appropriate patterns of behaviour
and desirable attitudes being developed by students.



Figure 15

Practical Schedule for Student Driver Education Course

The schedule content i1s flexible according to numbers of cars,
students and instructors, and progression to the theory
compenent.,

Each student has 10 two-hour lessons after school, during-the
semester. Extra time is used, if some students have no vehicle
on which to practise, and also to incorporate the experiences
of morning peak-hour traffic and highway driving.

Vehicle inspection is required prior to commencement of every
lesson.

Lesson 1 Revise mechanics, vehicle inspectiom, changing a

tyre, cabin drills, moving off and stopping.

Lesson 2 - Clutch contr&l, push-pull steering, gear changing,
slalom (witches' hats).

Lesson 3 - Practise gear changing, reversing, parking.
Lesson 4 - The system - suburban areas.
Lesson 5 - Use the system in heavier traffic and hill starts.
Lesson 6 - Defensive driving and 3 point turns.

Lesson 7 - City driving and angle parking.

Lesson 8
and 9 - Practise of all.

Lesson 10 - Assessment drive.



Case Study 13 - Primary School, Queensland

This state school is located in a formerly sleepy suburb about to undergo a
dramatic metamorphosis. Not only are green hillsides of sugar cane and grazing
herd being turned into housing allotments with the attendant increase in
population and traffic congestion but something far more serious has occurred
and is likely to be a major problem for the next two years or even longer.
Extensions to the international airport created a massive demand for land fill for
the low lying swamp areas and the nearest accessible quarry is 4 or 5 km down the
road from the school. The large trucks (some of them with additional trailers)
pulsate back and forth past the school in incredible numbers each day - recorded
numbers per day during school hours are 900 on average, increasing to 1500 per
working day.

This has been a major problem that has required an immediate solution for
the principal and the three teachers, the seventy students and their parents. It
has certainly fired a number of interested parties into action because it is a life
and death issue — a careless move by children crossing the busy road to or from
school would cause almost certain fatalities from these fast-moving, heavily-
laden trucks.

The sequence of events has included:

(a) numerous letters and telephone calls to the City Council to widen the
road. To date, the only action taken has been to widen a small stretch
of road directly adjacent to the school for parents to pick up children;

(b} request to install a pedesirian crossing. This was created but at some
distance from the school;

() approaches made to the Railway Department to have a cross-over
bridge over the railway line and thus enabling a safer entry and exit to

the school — no response to date;



(d) children advised of alternative roads to use when coming and going
from school;

(e) interestingly, the Port Authority has donated a considerable sum of
money to the school to help it overcome its road safety problems. At
present, about half of the money is being used to employ a crossing

attendant to direct pedestrians on the newly created crosswalk.

This "real-life" problem has created excellent opportunities for the school
staff to include road safety in the curriculum. Children go out to the road side
and do traffic counts of trucks ("I saw 3 trucks go by in one minute”) and these
figures are used in simple graphing and tabulation exercises. The Year 6/7
teacher has encouraged children to write letters of complaint/concern to some of
the parties concerned and it is intended that a selected number of these will be
posted. The Year 3/4/5 teacher has based her art/craft on a theme relating to
trucks, quarries and airports. The year 1 teacher has developed a number of
games on kerb-side drills for her children.

However, it is worth noting that the staff have concentrated upon short-
term solutions to the current traffic hazard. They have not developed any long-
term programme on road safety nor sought out any special resource materials on
road safety.

Be that as it may, the common road safety problem has created a heightened
awareness and cooperation spirit between teachers and students. They are
constantly reminded of the danger because when each truck goes by "the noise is
so deafening that the children can't hear me and I have to stop talking".
Everyone has to be extremely careful when crossing the road. The children have
responded magnificently and according to the school principal the present
problem has improved their road sense dramatically.

At the present time it is the parents who are not responding so well to the

imminent dangers of the trucks. Some parents have caused hazardous situations



because of their selfish parking habits, as noted by the school principal in his

newsletter:

Parents driving their children to school are requested to
perform their 'U’ turn at the widened area opposite the
school's double gates, where your children can enter the
school grounds. 'U' turning on the road closer to the school
buildings is dangerous and may place lives at risk due to the
heavy vehicle traffic which uses this road.

(January 1989)

An off-duty policeman has been hired to prevent congestion at the major
local intersection (and presumably to optimise the movement of the trucks as his
salary is being paid by the quarry operators). In a written statement to the school

the policeman indicated his concern about poor driving practices of parents:

As one of the Police who carry out these 'special duties' I
wish to request parents of the School
to exercise care and attention to the Police officer who is on
duty at that time.

In particular I would like to draw this to the attention of
parents who bring children from ... The major problem is
that these people are not obeying my direction ... and if this
results in an incident/accident .... the person disobeying the
Police traffic direction will be at fault.

(November 1988)

The "bonus" funds provided by the Port Authority have enabled the school
staff and parents to take some basic road safety precautions. Short-term solutions
were needed and these consumed the energies of the staff and principals. Later
this year the Principal has plans to start a bicyle safe-riding programme and some
of his recently acquired funds may be used for this to purchase a supply of
helmets and related materials. No other plans have been envisaged such as
direct teaching of the road safety education units developed some years
previously by the Division of Road Safety of the Queensland Transport

Department.



Case Study 14 - Secondary School, Queensland

This large high school with over 1100 students and 71 staff, is located on the
Marlin coast, a few kilometres north of Cairns. For several years the school has
received additional funding (Special Program Schools funding from the
Commonwealth Government) because of students with special needs (a high
proportion of Aboriginal and Islander students, plus many students from single
parent families). Since the school was opened in 1983 it has had a strong
community emphasis and the school-community committee (five teachers, six
parents and two students) has been very active. This committee was able to
attract Participation and Equity Program funds (PEP) during 1987/88 to initiate a
number of projects ranging from horticulture and solar appliance development
to audio typing.

In 1988 the committee initiated for all Year 10 students on a trial basis, an
intensive one week programme, Plan a Safe Strategy (PASS), a unit on the
dangers of drink driving which was developed by the Queensland Alcohol and
Drug Program Unit. Prior to the course the eleven teachers were given a one day
inservice course at which participants were given an opportunity to examine the
worksheets and videotapes and to experience the self-esteem and personal
development teaching strategies. The results were very positive indeed. Student
reactions included:

(a) their realization of the dangers of drinking and driving;

(b) the dangers to passengers who accept lifts with drivers affected by

alcohol;

(00 the benefits of discussing alcohol-related issues in small groups;

(d) the impact of videotapes on the dangers of drinking and driving;

(e) the assertiveness skills that can be developed.
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Teachers were also very enthusiastic about the trial programme and indicated

that:

(a) the resources were very suitable, especially the videotapes;

(b) they were able to get to know students and their parents on an

informal basis;

{c) the information provided and especially the case studies, were very

realistic and at an appropriate level.

As a result of the position feedback from students and teachers the PASS

unit has been incorporated into a personal development unit titled "Mara Ba",

an aboriginal name meaning "forming a group", for all Year 8 students in 1989. It

will be offered on the basis of two periods per week and will incorporate the

informal, small group discussions and videotapes of the previous frial unit. A

number of teachers are enthusiastic about being involved and were willing to

undertake the necessary training sessions prior to commencing the course.

It is intended that the Mara Ba course will be extended in 1990 and beyond so

that all students from Years 8-12 will experience it. Some road safety issues

which will be addressed at each year level include:

Year 8
Year 9

Year 10
Year 11

Year 12

travel to school: buses, bike safety

the student and the law: joyriding, bike riding - social
responsibilities

drink driving project: independence and decision-making
drugs/alcohol/smoking parties - social pressures, assertion and
communication skills

values clarification and understanding self-continued

communication/assertion skills.

Although cynics might comment that the development only occurred

because of Commonwealth Government priorities and the Queensland Alcohol



and Drug Program unit funding, it illustrates how teachers are willing to take a
well developed package and to adapt it to suit their own unique context. A lot of
students attending this school come from poor home environments.
Drunkenness among senior students in extra curricula hours is quite common.
The school staff and especially the school- community committee saw the
innovatory programme as a means of developing positive road safety attitudes
about drinking and driving. By institutionalising the course at Year 8 level, it is

possible that more students will develop sound attitudes toward road safety.



Case Study 15 - Secondary School, Queensland

This school consisting of over 1500 students is located in a fashionable
suburb on the Queensland Gold Coast. The school has a large number of Year 11
and 12 students including a considerable number of mature age students.

Due to the energies of the senior Social Science Master, a new school-based
subject entitled "Social and Environmental Studies” was introduced in 1986 to
cater for less academic students requiring a range of skills to assist with

(a) job seeking

(b) self esteem

(¢) development of basic life skills

(d) an appreciation of the environment

(e) constructive use of leisure time.

This non-Board subject has been formally accredited and is offered as an
elective for four lessons per week to students in Years 11 and 12. One of the units
in the course is the Student Driver Education Course developed by the Road
Safety Division of the Queensland Department of Transport. This unit is taught
in semester 3 in Year 12 along with other units dealing with the road toll, buying
and selling a car, community service and tourism studies.

Various social science teachers are involved in teaching the course, and as a
requirement for teaching the student Driver Education unit, all have completed
the required four day training programme. The teachers use various hand outs
in teaching the unit and additional videotapes such as "Road Worrier" (Federal
Office of Road Safety), "Case for Trial: Driver” (SA Education Department} and
"Driving Blind" (Victoria).

The unit is very popular with students as part of the total subject "Social and
Environmental Studies”. In this situation, road safety is given academic subject

status, by incorporating it as part of a social science subject. Further integration is



achieved by relating consumer studies and tourism with road safety and
especially the driving of vehicles.

The teacher in charge of the subject is keen to increase student interest in it
but this is unlikely while it remains as an elective. If the subject was accredited as
a Board subject this would increase the numbers but this is unlikely in the near
future. If a practical driving focus was also included in the unit it is considered
that the popularity of the unit among students would increase dramatically.
However, the logistics of including practical driving lessons are considerable.
Commercial driving instructors have resisted such moves in the past. The
school staff would not be able to provide the hours needed to provide tuition {on
the basis of 2-4 students per car) and a sponsor would need to provide the vehicle
and the back-up maintenance. Notwithstanding, staff at the school are
examining these possibilities seriously and provisions could be made such as
lunch-time driving lessons paid for by students and provided by driving-school

instructors working collaboratively with the social science teachers.



Case Study 16 — Primary School, South Australia

Road safety education became a major feature at this suburban primary
school (Grades 3-7) in Adelaide because of a combination of circumstances — the
topography is hilly and there are a number of dangerous corners and rises in the
roads adjacent to the school — teachers from time to time have been concerned
about minor road injuries and the possibility of more serious accidents occurring.

For some years the school had a BMX bike track marked out on the southern
edge of the school grounds. It remained in a state of disrepair and was
infrequently used until a teacher newly appointed to the school saw its potential
as a "children's safety centre". This teacher not only had vision and enormous
drive in getting road safety education initiated at the school but she made
strategic contacts with groups who were able to provide financial support. This
was a protracted exercise over several years but she undertook the following
tasks:

(a) obtained the services of the Department of Transport and a project

officer to design a special bike track on the school grounds.

(b) sought parents' support by having evening meetings where she
showed films on road safety and had discussion sessions.

(c) applied to the School Council for approval and financial support to
erect the bike track. This was approved after considerable lobbying and
extensive discussions.

(d}) encouraged and sought out support from various local service groups
such as the Kiwanis club.

(e) applied for time release from the Education Department for 1 day per
week to supervise the erection of the bike track and to inservice staff on
road safety education lessons (encouraged to do so by her school

principal).



() initiated various find-raising activities to supplement funds needed for

the bike track, including a "bike-fete" which raised $2,000.

Needless to say, the teacher's efforts were well rewarded. The local town
council provided equipment and machinery operators at minimal cost. Service
clubs and parent groups assisted with various labouring tasks. Portable traffic
lights and road signs costing almost $2,000 were purchased. Not only are school
children enthusiastic about using the bike track at permitted times during lunch-
hours, but family groups use it regularly after school hours and on weekends.

The completion of the bike-track was a very visible aspect of the project but
only a small part of the total programme. The teacher was nominated by the
school principal as the road safety "key teacher" and she set about the process of
inservicing all teachers. An early initiative was to produce a 50-page Road Safety
Curriculum Policy booklet (in collaboration with staff members) which contained
details about:

(a) aims of road safety in the school.

(b) methods and content which could be used for bicycle education and

integrating road safety across all subjects.

(c) the responsibilities of the key teacher.

(d) ways of involving parents.

(e) methods of evaluating teaching on road safety.

(f) samples of lessons which could be used from Years 3-6 (see sample in

Figure 16).

This document has been accepted by the school Council and strongly
supported by staff. Road safety education has become a major feature of the
school curriculum. In keeping with Education Department policy directives, it is
taught within a "Social Education” framework.

Bike education is taught at each grade level in an 8-week block (1 hour per

week). Elementary skills are taught on school playground areas before children



undertake skills training on the bike track. The portable traffic lights and road
signs enable teachers to develop children's problem-solving skills about potential
hazardous situations by getting them to locate them at various sites and
considering the consequences. Children are also encouraged to role play traffic
supervisor/policeman roles at the bike track as well as to practice various bike-
riding skills.

During the eight-week block on bike education, teachers integrate other
aspects of road safety into their lessons, such as in Art, Music, Maths and English.
In addition, teachers emphasize road safety rules at appropriate times such as
prior to vacations and prior to excursions/community visits.

Over the last two years the "key teacher” role has been taken over by another
teacher as the teacher-initiator wanted to ensure that other staff members were
willing to own the programme and to not rely upon her actions. This was a
significant manoeuvre because the new incumbent has taken on the task very
enthusiastically and in any event, the previous teacher received a transfer to
another school during the following year.

The school is maintaining its strong emphasis upon road safety education.
The school principal is extremely supportive by providing finance via several
committees (recurrent costs for bike ed ($600 per annum), line markings ($100),
new road signs and initiating campaigns on the wearing of bicycle helmets. The
school library has a comprehensive range of resource materials including
curriculum kits from Victoria and the Federal Office of Road Safety and a range of
videotapes.

Not surprisingly the school has attracted considerable attention in South
Australia as a "lighthouse" school on road safety education. The staff and school
council have worked hard to obtain their facilities and their road safety

programme appears to be well received by students and parents.



Figure 16

A Sample Bicycle Education Lesson — Years 34

LESSON 2.

¢ FRevise mounting bicycle procedure.

® PRevise riding procedure.

* FRevise one hand and two hand riding.

® Roviee stopping tie bicycle - "Prepare to Stop”
"Handle Bars"
"Stop"

1, Stopping on a line.

Children in pairs

- -
L] -
A B Witches hats.

Child signals "stop”

Stopping line

2. Riding Skills - Balanze and Control.

Children —_— A . N A A s /' A
Line w Y] j \ ———
im

Children weave in and out witches hats with hands on handle bars, feet on pedals,
bottom on seat.

Witches hats 2m. apart to start with.

Go through this activity several times,

3. Riding Skills - Balance and Control.

Slow Bike Race. - Children’lire up behind a particular line. At the call of "Go"
children proozed to a finzl line as straight as possible - last child to reach line
is winner. If children over balance they must stop where they are.-

4. Riding in a Straight Line,

a child or adult ar children lined up
point of focus A =~ in single file.

This activity shows children how to maintain riding in a straight line. Impress
on children to pick a focus point ahexi of them ard once they have started off,
to keep focusing on that point. They will paturally ride in a straight line.
Once they look dowm, their front wheel will wobble.,



Case Study 17 - Children's Road Safety Centre, South Australia

Road safety centres for children exist in a number of states in Australia. In
South Australia they were established by the Department of Transport in the
early 1970s. Over recent years these have become expensive to operate and some
centres have dwindled in terms of activities and support.

This road safety centre represents an interesting experiment by a local
government council to rejuvenate a centre using an employed coordinator and a
number of local volunteers. The centre has now been operating for 9 years and
has been most successful. In fact its range of activities has expanded recently from
road safety programmes for preschool to Year 7 children to student driver
education.

A number of organisations are involved in providing financial support for
the centre. The coordinator's salary is paid by the local government authority
(80%) and the Department of Transport (20%). The local government authority
contributes a total of $30,000 each year (including the coordinator's salary) to the
centre. A service club also contributes an annual amount of $400 and assists with
maintenance tasks at the centre. The Police department have also made a
commitment by providing lecturing staff for the Student Driver programme.
Sponsors have recently been attracted and include the Red Cross and a national
tyre company. Most important of all, over 20 volunteer staff provide two or
more hours of their time each week at no charge to the centre.

It is a most interesting situation to note the commitment and financial
support from such a diverse group of government and commercial groups. The
coordinator of the centre has worked strenuously to achieve support from these
groups and the present achievements are due in no small measure to her
coordination skills and entrepreneurial initiatives.

The centre consists of a specially prepared rocadway and traffic signals,

including such aspects as a railway crossing, pedestrian activated crossing,



A

numerous traffic signs and a roundabout (see Figure 17). There is also an
adventure track for more proficient cyclists. Over 100 bikes are stored at the

centre together with appropriate numbers of reflective vests and bicycle helmets.

Figure 17
Layout of Children's Road Safety Centre
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Figure 17 (cont.)
Layout of Children's Road Safety Centre




A 11/2 hour programme is available on week days to pre-school, junior and
upper primary children. The centre is very popular and school bookings for this
programme are very heavy especially during March-November each year. The
format of each programme is typically:

(a) an orientation walk around the centre.

(b) in-class presentation followed by slide-tape presentation or video tape.

(0 on-track skills activities (with the assistance of parents with the young

groups).

The emphasis varies with the age of the children. At the pre-school and
junior primary levels the emphasis is upon pedestrian skills. It is only at the
middle and upper primary levels that bicycle riding skills ar given a high priority.
A number of the bicycles have been modified and/or specially built so that
handicapped children can participate actively at the centre. Several volunteers
are involved each week in adjusting and repairing bicycles.

Up to three sessions a day are provided during weekdays as well as a
Saturday programme for 5-8 year olds entitled "Careful Kids". Obviously a large
number of volunteers are needed for various tasks such as

(a) providing the in-class presentations.

(b) showing the audio-visual presentations.

(c) supervising children's activities on the road system and adventure

track (3 volunteers to every 20 children).

Volunteers receive a one-day training programme. A very detailed manual
is provided for each volunteer and this explains the various activities they are to
undertake with the groups of children. Sessions are arranged so that volunteers
work in groups of three. Although there is a fairly high turnover of volunteers,
the overall response has been, and continues to be, very good. Current
participants include parents, retired persons, shiftworkers and unemployed

youth.



A recent innovation has been the provision of an intensive 2-day
programme on Student Driving. This is run during school vacation periods and
preference is given to unemployed youth and those who would benefit especially
from acquiring a driver's licence. In-class lectures and videotape presentations
are undertaken by police officers. Practical tuition in a car is provided by qualified
instructors for pairs of students for a total of ten hours, which includes 5 hours of
actual driving instruction per student. The cost per student is only $80 and-this
represents a considerable saving upon driving tuition rates charged by
commercial firms. Only students with Learner Driver permits are allowed to
enrol in the course.

A parents' night is scheduled at the same time as each course. The purpose
of this evening is to familiarise parents with driver education methods used and
to discuss ways in which they can assist students' continued driving experiences
in the family car.

It is evident that the student driving course is very popular and an increased
number of courses will be offered this year. A problem for this course and the
pre-primary/primary level course is the matter of restricted finances. Operating
costs for the centre are quite high. Unless charges per students are levied for the
primary level courses (provided free of charge) and higher rates required for the
student driving course, then the present range of services will not be able to be
maintained. An ongoing problem relates to finding sufficient numbers of
volunteer helpers. Advertisements to that end have to be used frequently (see

Figure 18).
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Figure 18
Advertisement for Volunteers

VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED

A team of volunteers is urgently needed to assist in one, or more of these areas:
1. To instruct children in road safety education.

2. To assist with general duties at the centre.

3. To carry out cycle maintenance at the Centre.

The volunteer training course consists of an attendance at one marning session
for theory training. This is followed by participation in four 1}, hour practicat
training sessions at a time suitable to the volunteer. After Iraining, volunteers will
be qualified to assist at the Centre, where they will work with other volunteers as a
member of a three person unit.

We know you care about this, so join our team of volunteer instructors in Ruad
Safety educalion, at the - ___ Road Safety Centre,

If you are interested please phone
at the Council on

Despite its limited resources, the traffic centre is fulfilling a very important
function in suburban Adelaide. Over 20 local people are involved in volunteer
activities at the centre. A great number of local teachers bring their classes to the
centre regularly. The centre also has a wide selection of road safety pamphlets
and materials which are distributed free of charge to local groups. Enquiries for
bookings also come from schools and playgroups some distance from the centre.

Above all, the centre exemplifies the achievements than can be obtained by
diverse government and non-government organisations working together
cooperatively on a project, provided a full-time coordinator is available to

organise activities and to take initiatives.



Case Study 18 - Youth Driver Education in South Australia

The Traffic Safety Section of the Police Department provides a Youth Driver
Education programme for all Year 12 high school students. In addition it is
responsible for the training of student monitors who supervise school crossings
and it oversees the operation of a children's road safety school.

The four instructors who operate the Youth Driver Education (YDE)
programme visit every secondary school/college and area school in the state.
They use a standard format of two sessions, each of approximately two hours
duration. As indicated in Figure 19, the first session concentrates upon
developing appropriate attitudes about road safety. By the use of various
anecdotes and illustrations, the police officers present students with first-hand
experiences about road user behaviour. They follow this up with a videotape
which provides very daunting statistics about road accidents and graphic scenes of
accident scenes and injured victims. In the second session a similar informal,
conversational style is used to inform students about safe driving practices and to
alert them to the problems of driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. A copy of driving skills and tips, The Complete Driver's Companion, is
presented to each student at the completion of the second session.

The YDE programme is targeted at students who have recently acquired a
driver's licence or about to do so. Although the groups can be quite large (up to
100), the officers are very capable. They have been specially selected for desired
personality attributes (confidence, communication skills, sense of humour, ability
to relate to teenagers) and they are given some basic training in teaching skills.

The officers arrive at schools in station waggons which are appropriately
marked with the YDE logo. The officers carry with them to each school their own
video equipment, handouts and booklets. The State Insurance Office provides

substantial funding for the programme to the extent that it pays for the four



%

vehicles, one full-time salary and all the teaching aids. Funding has recently been

made available for a completely new videotape to be produced.

Figure 19

A Summary of the Youth Driver Education Programme

Youth Driver ducation

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN POLICE For inquiries telephone: 218 1229 _ |
TRAFFIC SAFETY SECTION 4 e
SGIC SPONSORED. Inreply pleasequote . .. ... .....

YEAR 12 PROGRAMME

The Youth Driver Education Programme is a road safety initiative
which is funded by the State Government Insurance Comission.
The Progqrame is presented by experienced Traffic Police Officers
and carmprises two X two hour sessions. ’

AIM Part One

To learn safe practices when driving or travelling in motar vehicles.

COBJECTIVES

At the end of the session, students should be able to:-
- -identify ractors which impact on farnulating "driver attitude
- recognize the most prevalent road crash types and common causes
- discuss the physical, emctional and econamic costs which result
fran road crashes
- identify selected 'defensive driving techniques’
- demcostrate reaction time and explain its relaticnship
to defensive driving

'YOU JUST DCN'T REALISE' - duration 35 minutes

Produoed by Channel 10, this video jllustrates a vivid decurentary
on road crashes and the trauma associated with it.

AIM Part Two

To laarn safe practices when driving or travelling in motar vehicles.

CBJECTIVES

At the end of the session students should be zbla to:-
- recognize that alcchol and drugs can impair both physical
and emotiocnal behaviour
4 identify laws which impose requirements on drivers of vehicles

DRINKING, DRIVING, SURVIVING - 18 minutes

an illustration of the effects of alcohol on drivers. The danger of
excessive oonsurption of liquar, and of the very real need to be in
control of ones faculties at-all times when driving.

THE CCOMPLETE DRIVERS OCMPANICH

A useful .and corprehensive guide for the new driver (courtesy of 5.G.I.C.)
15 presented to each student who participates in the programme; .



It would appear that the programme is quite successful. Teachers welcome
the visit as the preparation and delivery of the information is done by outside
experts. Students tend to be very receptive to the information given and the
general mode of delivery. An evaluation of student attitudes undertaken by a
teacher at a local independent high school concluded that students judged the

YDE programme to be a success. Some of their comments included:

The constables were entertaining and informative.
I am surprised at the penalties for drink driving.

I see the police in a new light now.

I am amazed at the road toll statistics.

I will take driving more seriously in future.

Stamoulis, D. (1988} "Educating Youth: A Question of Police
Relations of Helpful Facts on Driving", Police Journal, July.

The YDE programme certainly improves police public relations with youth.
Information is delivered effectively to students but it is far from certain whether
this affects student attitfudes in the long-term. Further, criticisms could be made
about the limited involvement by teachers in the programme. Teachers tend not
to participate in the lectures nor do they provide any follow-up activities to the
students. There also appears to be limited liaison and communication between
officers of the YDE programme and teachers who operate the student driver

programme.



Case Study 19 - Secondary School, South Australia

This secondary school is located in the heart of an indusirial belt in northern
Adelaide. A large number of non-English speaking background (NESB) students
(over 60%) attend the school. Income levels of parents are not high and
approximately 40% of students receive financial assistance in the payment of
school fees. Teacher turnover at the school is high and there have been an
increasing number of discipline problems occurring over recent years. The
numerous demountable classrooms and spartan appearance of the school seems
to mirror the surroundings - a busy highway, fronted on both side by light
industry and occasional retailing shops.

Yet, upon entering the case study teacher's demountable building, you
cannot help but be impressed by his transformation of a below-average classroom
into an exciting, comfortable meeting-place.

On the walls he has mounted a number of large posters depicting various
scenes of cars and motoring. The 35mm slide projector and screen are positioned
prominently in the room and the chairs are positioned in auditorium format
rather than in traditional rows. Various handouts, brochures and magazines on
road safety are located on several small tables in corners of the room.

The teacher is obviously very committed to road safety and he is an
enthusiast of the highest order. As an experienced social studies teacher he has
collected a number of useful 35mm colour slides over the years. He has them all
filed in large plastic mountings and relies upon them substantially in a number
of his lessons. As an illustration of his commitment, the teacher purchased his
own 35mm projector and screen and he keeps these set up permanently in his
room - it saves him all the problems associated with booking school equipment,
and assembling and dismantling equipment.

The teacher offers a Year 11 elective course on "Driver Education/Transition

Education”. It is a double subject course offered for one semester. All those



students who pass a written objective test are able to enrol in a six-week practical
driving course run by the same teacher.

For several years now this Year 11 course has been very popular with
students, but mainly the lower academic students who don't have the same
timetable restrictions as those doing the high level science and mathematics
subjects. It is also a very popular course with NESB students.

The case study teacher was trained in social studies and this is his formal
responsibility at the school. He is well travelled and is especially knowledgeable
about geography, economics and legal studies. Because he teaches social studies at
the upper school level he is able to integrate a number of road safety topics into
these lessons. He has also been influential in getting maths and science teachers
to include road safety topics (braking distances, velocity, mass) into their lessons.

The case study teacher is also responsible for work experience programmes
for Year 11 students and this is evident in the title of the elective unit. The topics
taken in this unit reflect attitudes about community responsibility and
personal/vocational development as well as skills training in driving motor
vehicles. It does seem to be a very appropriate mixing of the two areas. A
number of visits to community organisations and agencies are included each
semester (see Figure 20) and these have a dual purpose of informing students
about road safety practices and to give them insights into possible career
opportunities.

The teacher has a keen interest in the visual and performing arts. He is a
keen photographer and this has enabled him to build up a comprehensive set of
35mm slides for his teaching units. He uses a variety of media in presenting his

lessons, as illustrated in Figure 21.
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Figure 20

Examples of Visits to outside Organisations

Visit local driving centre and use car simulators to check reaction
times, etc.

Students assist in producing visual display boards which are taken to
shopping centres.

Visit the Grand Prix track in central Adelaide.

Visit local car dealers to see and evaluate new models.

Visit the local Court House.

Visit firms involved in the transport industry, e.g. panel repairers, car

wash firms, delivery firms.

Figure 21

Examples of Materials used in Class Settings

Newspaper cuttings (for example, "Please, God, I'm only 17).
Handouts based on driver instruction manuals.

Motor Vehicle claim forms.

Exercises on road signs.

Role plays based on driving situations.

Card games based on road safety principles.

Various videos such as "Motor Mania" (Disney), "Running on Empty",

"Drinking, Driving, Surviving".



A major school event last year was a musical he produced entitled "Street-
Beat" based upon Jimmy Barnes' songs. This was performed as a major event at
the school and drew wide community praise.

The elective course appears to be very popular with students. They enjoy
the class sessions which consist mainly of group discussions, slide presentations
and quizzes/worksheets. Of special interest to them are the various community
visits which occur at frequent intervals and are made possible because the teacher
has access to the school mini-bus. There is considerable incentive for them to
pass the written objective test because this makes them eligible to take part in the
six-week practical driving unit. Each student receives approximately 10 hours of
driving tuition on-road and the only costs are $20 for petrol. They also do
various exercises on the school grounds including basic vehicle maintenance
tasks and "Monte Carlo" steering and braking exercises. Participating in the latter
activities must be the envy of many other students at the school as they view
these activities from school windows while engaged in more traditional seat-
work learning activities (see Figure 22).

The on-road driving lessons are undertaken with pairs of students. It is
difficult to organise convenient times for tuition and the class teacher has to
extend the times into the late afternoon on several days of the week. He has
found that NESB students have performed very well in the practical driving
lessons and they are especially positive about the course.

The Driver Education/Transition Education course depends to a very large
degree upon the enthusiasm and efforts of one teacher. Although another
teacher has undertaken the necessary instructor training course, he is not directly
involved in teaching it. The school administration are obviously appreciative of
the case study teacher's efforts and he is widely respected in the local community.
Yet, it is highly likely that this innovative approach to driver education would
not continue at the school if the teacher was transferred or decided not to

continue taking the course.



Figure 22
Monte Carlo Layout

MONTE CARLO LAYOUT

Te The layout is based on Commodore, Sigma and Gemini
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Case Study 20 - Primary School, Tasmania

The primary school is located in a rapidly expanding suburb of Hobart. The
principal arrives back a little late in her office to welcome her visitors after
supervising students who are allowed to use a specially designated skate-board
area during 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. each school day. This principal really cares about the
needs of children. She does more than her fair share of supervisory duties
because she contends that her teachers are already overworked.

The principal is incensed by the lack of response from the local council to
her requests and from parents to have a footpath and pedestrian crossing
installed adjacent to the school. The dangers are obvious. The road next to the
school is quite busy. The slopes on each side of the road are uneven and there are
deep drains and gullies. Why doesn't the local council respond? Can it not be a
high priority for them? Don't they have the funds? What further evidence or
incident do they need to persuade them to take some action?

Because of the imminent danger, the principal takes personal responsibility
each afternoon for walking the children down the road after school and ensuring
that they are safely across the main road to the neighbourhood streets. She
intends to call the local press next week if all other efforts to persuade the council
don't produce any result. Perhaps an emotive article in the local newspaper,
together with a few follow-up letters to the editor might galvanise the council
into action. The principal is frustrated but determined - but in this instance she
will probably win out.

The Principal relies heavily upon the local road safety education officer to
give lessons to individual classes, and evening talks to parents about bike safety.
The officer visits several times during each year and on other occasions to
distribute posters and brochures when there is a special need. On the last visit he
supplied bulk copies of Out and About to teachers. Today was a special occasion.

The Principal and the road safety education officer had previously organised a



road safety poster competition for grade 3-6 children with the prizes being two
bicycle helmets. It was a proud occasion today at assembly when the road safety
officer, resplendent in full uniform, presented the two prizes to a rapt audience.

The school is also fortunate in having two teachers in Grades 5 and 6 who
are actively involved in road safety. Their curriculum planning skills have been
well honed by their decision to both undertake a Master of Education degree at
the local university. They used road safety education as their major research
topic in their respective studies and by studying it together, they had the
motivation and the opportunity to discuss and plan programmes for their
respective classes and for other grades at the school.

An additional serendipitous event has been the mandating of Health
Education for all Tasmanian classes K-10. This has had the effect of legitimising
road safety as an essential element to be studied at each year level as from the
beginning of 1989. It has also provided a stimulus for parents to join teachers in
forming a committee to plan health education topics including controversial
ones dealing with sex education in general and especially sexually transmitted
diseases. Ten parents were involved during 1988. The Education Department
assisted by providing financial support for two half day workshops for this
committee. The Grade 6 teacher was given an additional two days free of
teaching to plan and develop school-wide programmes based upon the
committee's decisions. Having class teacher and parent commitment has been
most important for the implementation of Health Education and it augurs well
for further local planning of road safety education activities as an integral part of
this programme.

Bicycle safety has been emphasized at the school this year. During the first
week of the school year the Grade 6 teacher (a keen cyclist) organised a bicycle ride
for over 20 students, using additional parent supervision, around the
neighbourhood streets. She is following this up with a series of three bicycle

education lessons by the road safety education officer. During the third lesson, to



be held next month, the officer will mark out sections of the playground and
provide practical riding tests for the children.

The Year 6 teacher has also plans to repeat a unit of work on machines
which worked very successfully last year. This involves students studying
bicycles as a machine and obtaining understandings and skills about bike
maintenance and roadworthy standards. She has developed a "driver's licence"
certificate which will be given to students who successfully complete the unit.

Although the major activities are in the senior grades, the other teachers are
also involved. Teachers in Grades 2-5 use a book entitled "Vital Signs" to teach
road signs and safe pedestrian behaviour. The children enjoy using Out and
About, especially the stickers and the milk carton game.

The teacher in the Preparatory class uses a lot of role plays, games and speech
rhymes to teach sound road safety behaviour. They use Out and About
frequently. Also used is a carpet mat which depicts city streets. Children move
their toy cars along the streets marked on the carpet and can simulate a number
of road safety practices. The Kindergarten teacher uses the pre-primary version of
Out and About and uses a variety of games and informal activities. The school
owns a number of three wheeler bikes which are used by the kindergarten
children to practice desirable road safety behaviour.

This school is likely to become increasingly involved in road safety as there
are a number of key persons who have taken a major interest in it. The principal
intends to make bike helmets compulsory in the near future for all those
students who cycle to school. She also intends to make helmet wearing and knee
pads compulsory for all skate board riders. However she is initiating these rules
to make the activities safer for the children and is not necessarily restricting
them. To the contrary she seems very supportive of children who want to ride
bikes and/or want to use skate boards (even though some teachers object to the

use of the latter). The teachers in the senior grades, the road safety education



officer and parents are also key stake holders who are likely to ensure that road

safety programmes will continue to have a high priority at this school.



Case Study 21 - Non-Government School, Tasmania

This school is located in a very quiet, rural township in southern Tasmania.
The incomes of local resident farmers are not high and there are few
employment opportunities for school leavers. Traditions are very strong here
and it takes a considerable time for newcomers, such as newly appointed teachers,
to be accepted by the closely-knit community.

At this school approximately half of the children travel to school by bus.
The roads are very winding and narrow and minor traffic accidents have
occurred from time to time. Behaviour of students on buses is a major concern,
and on occasions, so is the driving behaviour of bus drivers. With regard to the
latter, the community recently mounted a strong campaign to dismiss a bus
driver who reportedly drove his bus very dangerously. The subsequent action
was very protracted and resulted in the dismissal of the charge against the bus
driver.

The community is still mourning a recent catastrophe when four young
local people were killed when a car careered out of control into a tree.
Recreational facilities in the town are very limited and a favourite activity for
many young people on weekends, especially males, is to drive around the main
streets, using them as a race circuit. It was on such an occasion that the recent
quadruple fatality occurred.

Teachers at the school have always given a high priority to road safety
education. The previous school principal was heavily involved in developing
pre-driver courses for high school students and produced a pilot scheme which
was used statewide. He was also responsible for ensuring that the school library
had a wide range of materials on road safety. Present holdings include numerous
videotapes, Out and About (FORS) and various pamphlets and charts (FORS).

The present principal is also very supportive of roady safety education. He is

concerned about developing positive attitudes about road safety in the primary



school students and buildingk upon these at the secondary level. Because the
school covers Grades P - 10 it is possible to develop a primary-secondary policy.

Few staffing changes have occurred recently and the present staff seem to be
very committed and hard-working. They are involved in several school-
community committees including a recent initiative to produce a drug education
programme on topics jointly agreed upon by parents and teachers.

The local road safety officer is a regular visitor to the school and he is well
respected by the staff and students. His role at the school is to assist teachers with
specific road safety problems and also to teach the pre-driver education course. In
addition he undertakes related tasks such as monitoring school-bus routes,
investigating any road hazards in the area and assisting teachers with any
excursions that involve students using bikes or travelling in buses.

On this occasion the road safety officer was requested to come to the school
by a Grade 6 teacher who was having difficulty persuading some of the boys in
her class that wearing bike helmets while riding a bike was sensible and could be
life-saving. The road safety officer brought along some audio-visual materials
and a cut-away section of a helmet to demonstrate the importance of helmets to
the Grade 6 class in general and to seek out the boys concerned to have a special
talk with them.

The road safety officer had previously negotiated with the school principal
to teach the pre-driver education course to all Year 10 students (see Figure 23). At
this school a two year course entitled "Transition and Life Education" is included
for all Year 9 and 10 students. In Year 9 students do topics relating to career
education, the law and personal development while in Year 10 the emphasis is
on driver education and work experience.

The pre-driver education course at this school, unlike many other schools
where it is offered as an elective, is compulsory for all Year 10 students. It consists

of 2 periods a week for 8 weeks followed by a day of practical driving. There are



eight teachers at the school who have undertaken the necessary training to be
permitted to supervise the practical driving days.

The author was able to observe one double period lesson. The students
responded well to the information presented and to the questions asked by the
road safety officer. He uses hand-out sheets and various overhead transparencies
to supplement his presentation. In particular he is able to include entertaining
anecdotes based upon incidents he had experienced with motorists and
pedestrians. The teaching performance is very effective and most creditable
considering that the road safety officer (as with all the road safety officers) has
come to the position without any formal teaching qualifications.

This was only the second of eight lessons to be given to the Year 10 students.
They seem to be quite interested in the topics covered and generally are highly
motivated. The videotape "Ready for Take Off" the second in the series
"Prepared to Drive" (DECA) is well received by the students. Several students
stay back and ask the road safety officer specific questions after the session has
concluded. Students are already talking about and looking forward to their
practical driving day which has been scheduled for two months' time. They all
realize that they must pass the theory test to be permitted to do the practical
driving and that the successful completion of both enables them to receive the

learners permit without any further test.



Figure 23

Pre-driver education course available as an

elective to Year 10 students in all Tasmanian High Schools

Topics covered :

1. Crashes, attitudes to other road users

Defensive driving : keeping vehicles in good condition

Driving procedures and techniques

Driving to a system

Defensive driving : knowledge, alertness, foresight, judgment and skill.
Cornering procedures

Overtaking, road markings and towing

® N W

Alcohol and driving.

Practical Driving

Two-three hours are avalable to all students who pass an objective test based on
the above topics. Teachers who have completed the Defensive Driving Course
with Transport Tasmania instructors (10 hours theory, 1 day practical) are then

eligible to supervise the practical driving days.

Successful completion of the written test and the practical driving enables

students to have the Learners Permit test waived.



Their regular classroom teacher sits at the back of the room and takes notes
on major aspects of the lesson. He intends to incorporate some of this material
into ongoing social studies lessons. This teacher also has the responsibility for
being a counsellor for all the secondary school students. He is aware that getting a
driver's licence is a major status-symbol for these students and that it is crucial to
instill positive road safety attitudes.

Road safety education is only taught directly to secondary school students in
the pre-driver education course. The newly produced Health Education syllabus
includes core sections on "safety and accidents" with regard to cycling and driving
for secondary school students but to date the syllabus has not been accepted by
Catholic Education authorities.

The primary school classes at the school study road safety as themes or as
short-term units. For example, two weeks prior to the vacation weeks, the Year 1
children have special drills and discussions on "crossing roads", "riding bikes",
"travelling in a car". They use Out and About level one materials, and various
videotapes and posters developed by the Federal Office of Road Safety. The Year 6
teacher does a one week theme each year on "Bike Safety”. As a culminating
activity, students work in small groups preparing their own road safety games
and posters and then present them to other primary classes at the school. This
teacher uses as background information, pamphlets and posters produced by
Transport Tasmania.

Reference was made above 10 a recent cooperative venture by parents and
teachers to produce a drug education programme for the school. The initiative
came from the Lions Club of Tasmania who have employed two consultants to
visit schools and to assist communities interested in undertaking the process.
Although the activity has only just started the Principal is enthusiastic about the
rapport and commitment it has generated among teachers and parents. He is

confident that a comprehensive road safety programme for the school might also



be developed cooperatively between parents and teachers and he is working

toward that end.



Case Study 22 - Primary School, Victoria

It is an unseasonally cool morning as the two bike education teachers walk
briskly across the playground, hands in pockets, to a vacant lot and garage where
the near-new bike trailer is safely housed. The school care-taker is already there
taking the twelve bikes off the trailer in preparation for the first bike-ed lesson of
the day. Two parent helpers also arrive at this time and are given a hot cup of
coffee before they brave the elements out on the windswept playground.

When the school siren rings at 9 o'clock the two bike education teachers (a
Year 1/2 teacher and a Year 5 teacher) go briefly to their rooms to ensure that the
specialist teachers are present to take over their classes while the 30 children are
doing practical bike riding skills in the school playground. The timetable has
been arranged so that specialist staff in art, computing and physical education take
classes at the same time as bicycle education is scheduled, thereby freeing up the
bike-ed staff.

The Year 5 children are eager to get started. They quickly assemble on the
school playground. Some have their own bikes but a number make use of the
bikes from the trailer. The two parents are also out in the playground helping the
children adjust their helmets and tying on their red safety vests.

Two sets of marked lines, curves and circles have been marked on the
playground and this enables the two teachers to teach two groups of 15 children
concurrently.

The two non-riders are given special assistance by the parents. The parents
also act as markers and display various charts to cue children into undertaking
various skills.

The practical activities last for almost an hour and during that time the
children practice various skills such as slalom riding between obstacles, slow

rides, braking, riding a straight line, scanning and giving appropriate hand-



signals. The children obviously enjoy the activities and even the two non-riders
seem to be gaining considerably in confidence.

The children receive eight practical lessons of one hour duration, once per
week, for a period of eight weeks. They also have four class lessons on bike-ed.
The sequence of lessons follows very closely the procedures detailed in the Bike
Ed programme produced by the Road Traffic Authority.

The two teachers consider that each year they are getting more effective in
teaching this programme. This is the fourth year that Year 5 students have been
taught the bike-ed course. They have encouraged several other teachers to do the
instructors course for Bike Ed and several parents have also volunteered to do
the two-day course.

To their surprise and joy, the bike-ed programme at their school was selected
as the subject of a videotape promotion on bike ed. by the Road Traffic Authority.
A number of students were involved in the filming which occurred in term 4 in
1988. Everyone is waiting impatiently for the first viewing of the video-tape!

It is interesting to conjecture why the staff have given road safety such a
high priority at this school. The School consists of a double storey building,
located close to the railway line and adjoining highways in an inner-city suburb
of Melbourne. There are many rental flats in the area and the houses are
predominantly older style dwellings. The catchment area contains many single-
parent families and income levels are generally low. A number of the children
are disadvantaged in terms of language proficiency. The school has received
annual funds from the Priority Schools programme of the Commonwealth
Government because of its degree of disadvantage.

Therein lies the key to some of the reasons for the emphasis upon road
safety. The school is surrounded by potentially dangerous traffic situations — both
rail and road. Priority school programmes typically require staff and community
planning in cooperative projects and so this school has already had experience in

staff-parent ventures.



Another important factor is the leadership demonstrated by the school
principal. Over the four years he has been at the school he has supported efforts
to establish a strong school council. The school council does appear to be very
active and has achieved a number of goals. For example, written policy
statements have been produced for all major subject areas, including one for bike
education. Some specific school rules about road safety have been established
such as no children in Grades P-2 are permitted to ride bicycles to school; and all
children riding bicycles to school must wear helmets.

The principal strongly supported efforts by the two teachers to establish a
bike-ed programme at the school. He organised the school timetable to free up
the staff. He was also responsible for encouraging other staff and several parents
to do the Bike Ed training course and was instrumental in getting a bicycle trailer
to be permanently housed at his school. Now that bike-ed is well established in
the senior grades he is keen to see Streefs Ahead established in the junior grades.
To this end, he organised a pupil-free day (Curriculum Day) and invited a Road
Traffic Authority consultant to give a presentation on Streets Ahead. He is
confident that a number of teachers will incorporate units from this package into
their teaching now that the school has their own copy.

However, the day-to-day running of the road safety programmes depends
upon the good will and commitment of the teachers. The Year 5 teacher is the
driving force. She takes responsibility for organising the lessons and getting
support from parents. To date, her enthusiasm has not waned and she has been
able to enthuse several other teachers. The Year 1/2 teacher is involved this year
for the second time and may take a more active role in subsequent years.

It would appear that parents are very supportive of these road safety
education programmes. The school council was most interested in the
promotional videotape which was produced in 1988. Parents have supported the
strict rules established by the school council about bike riders. According to the

principal, there has been a significant decline in minor and major accidents



involving school children over the last two years. Perhaps the aims of their bike

education policy are being largely achieved, namely:

1. to teach road law and habits of care and alertness.

2. to teach safe bike riding techniques.

3. to develop the ability to recognise, analyse and respond to traffic
situations in a defensive manner demonstrating awareness of

cyclists rights and responsibilities in the traffic mix. (p.12).



Case Study 23 - Primary School, Victoria

First impressions would indicate that this is a typical suburban primary
school. It is located close to several major highways. The buildings are a
composite of a 1950s era with extensions carried out in the 1970s. A car park for
staff cars is provided in an area adjacent to the school grounds.

Yet, conversations with the principal and staff reveal that this is no ordinary
inner-city school. There appears to be a greater than normal number of staff who
are deeply committed to the welfare of their children. Socio-economic levels are
not high and the skills of children in language and mathematics are relatively
low. Whether this has motivated teachers to try harder is difficult to ascertain
from a short visit but one can't help but be impressed by the cooperative relations
between staff.

The school principal appears to have developed effective leadership skills to
the extent that a number of class teachers have been delegated responsibility
positions and are thriving on the opportunities it gives them to try new
initiatives.

The Senior Teacher is a major driving force, especially in terms of road
safety and computer education. As a non-teaching staff member he has the
opportunities to organise school-wide programmes in these areas. Not only is he
a good organiser but he is an enthusiastic leader. For example, he is very
knowledgeable about bike-ed, having completed the instructors' course several
years ago. A number of the staff working with him on bike-ed have also
completed the training course or are in the process of doing so this year.

A second extraordinary feature of this school is the high level of staff
knowledge and expertise about road safety curriculum materials. As indicated in
Figure 24, major curriculum kits such as Out and About, Streets Ahead, Bike Ed,
Language on the Road (Careful Cobber) and Roadswork are used at several

different grade levels but especially in the senior grades. They also use other



games which teach children road rules, such as the Cycletron Bicycle Safety
Games and ones which explore values issues and help build positive self-
concepts in children. It is rare indeed to observe so many road safety materials
being used by a number of teachers in the one school.

A third feature of the school which is closely linked with the two previous
aspects, is an ongoing, substantial source of external funding. Several years ago
the principal and the school council negotiated with local groups to use the
school hall for bingo evenings held on Friday and Saturday nights. The
percentage of the takings they receive for hall hiring provides the school with an
annual amount of over $90,000. This has enabled the school council to purchase
many useful items ranging from major purchases such as their own mini-bus,
video-tape equipment and computers to various medium outlays for curriculum
packages on road safety and staff development.

Having this regular source of income has certainly spurred on teachers to
provide the best possible teaching programmes for their children. For example, a
perceived problem of peer pressure preventing many children from wearing bike
helmets was answered by the school investing in an elaborate personal awareness
kit entitled Operation Aware. This $600 kit included a two-day inservice for
teachers involved in using the materials. To improve feedback on children's
bicycle riding skills a video camera was purchased and has been used extensively.
The school also produced its own videotape of the practical riding components,
entitled "On Road Course."

Visits to schools are always most memorable when children are actively
engaged. In this instance the author experienced such a diversity of activities that
they created an extremely favourable impression upon him. Not only was he
able to observe various practical sessions in the playground, and discussions on
road safety in the classrooms, he was also fortunate enough to be invited to join a
practical riding test for approximately twelve Year 6 students, accompanied by two

teachers. He followed them on a bike down major and minor streets and across



numerous intersections and shared their exhilaration and success in negotiating
dangerous crossings, perfecting important road signals and undertaking
formation riding.

This is not to suggest that such high points of activity are regularly
maintained week after week or that the school was vastly superior to others
observed in Victoria or in other states. Yet, using the most stringent criteria, one
would have to conclude that some very exciting and worthwhile road safety
activities are occurring at this school.

The Bike Ed programme is possibly the most successful and most visible
road safety program undertaken at the school and it has been operating for 4
years. A bike trailer (containing 12 bikes} is hired for two intensive periods in
March and November each year. Training in bike riding skills is provided for
Year 5 and 6 students for two sessions a day over an intensive, two week period.
Teachers have marked out on the school playground the lines and circles needed
to develop specific steering, balance and braking skills. Five of the teachers on
staff have undertaken the instructors training associated with the latest version
of Bike Ed produced by the Road Traffic Authority. Students who pass tests (see
Figures 25(a) and 25(b)) at the completion of the two week period receive a
certificate (Figure 26). Those who do not pass are required to try again in
November. The standards required by the teachers are very rigorous and in fact
only 7 out of 37 children received a certificate in 1988.

Students in the middle grades (Years 3 and 4) do some bike-ed skills but
combine this with lessons based on Out and About and Streets Ahead. Out and
About is used chiefly as a means of revising important road rules learnt
previously. Streets Ahead was introduced recently to the staff by Road Traffic
Authority consultants at a Curriculum Day in 1988 (Bike Ed was also introduced
by RTA consultants several years ago). It has been received most enthusiastically
by staff and two complete sets have been purchased and are regularly used. For

example, the Year 1 teacher selects items on personal safety which are especially
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important for her children. The Year 5 teacher uses ideas from Streets Ahead in
science and maths and develops themes such as "accidents” and "responsibilities
of road users". It is likely that Streets Ahead will be used more intensively by
teachers as they become aware of its contents and devise ways of integrating it
across a number of subjects.

The younger grades make considerable use of Out and About materials.
Road safety games are also used as well as large cardboard cut outs of road signs.

The high priority given to road safety in the school curriculum is strongly
defended by the teachers. They are aware of the large proportion of children (up
to 30%) who ride bikes to school each day including some very young children
riding up to 3 kms each way. The roads near to the school are busy and
potentially dangerous. The teachers involved in bike-ed at the school are
convinced that the riding skills of the children have imprbved dramatically since
the inception of the programme.

The senior teacher has carefully monitored standards in certificating
students, and he is very pleased with the childrens' skill levels in the practical
tests. The inclusion of regular road safety lessons at each grade level appears to be
creating very positive attitudes among the children.

Yet, it appears that staff have not been very successful in enlisting parent
support and participation in road safety activities despite strenuous efforts to keep
them informed about road safety programmes and especially the Bike-Ed
programme (see Figures 27(a) and 27(b)). Unlike other schools where parents are
used frequently as volunteer helpers with bike-ed programmes, it occurs to a very
limited extent at this school. Also, parents have not been very responsive to staff
initiatives to make the wearing of helmets compulsory for all children who ride
their bikes to school. The current road safety programmes will have even greater

impact if ways can be found of encouraging higher levels of parent support.
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Figure 24
Curriculum Packages Used

Grade Out &  Streets Bike Language Cycletron Roads Operation
Levels About  Ahead Ed. on the Games  work Aware
Road (peer pressure

package)
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Figure 25(a)

BASIC RIDING SKILLS TEST.

t. Can demonstrate correct starting position.

2. Can ricde in » straight Tine while scanning behind,

3. Can ride in & straight line while demonstrating zignsls.

4. Can stom on & line vueing correct technique.,

%. Can demonstrate &n emergency stop.

€. Can maintain balance while riding max. 3m in more than 10 geconds.
7. Can complete right and left turns within 2.5m wide }inee.

B. Can perform a zig-zag mancuvre along & line of dote epaced 2Zm apart.
9. Car ride in unicon with cthers in a figure E.

10 Can ride & circuit in a formation comprising 2 paires.

INASME i z 3 4 5 é 7 g [ 9 1n




1. Slalam Course

2. Circle Course
2. Bag in Bucket

4. Obstacle Course

5. Scooting Course

4. Partner Course

18

Figure 25(b)

KODED TEST,

2ig Zag through 310 markers spaced 1 m agare.

Circle each of 10 marKers €paced 2 m apare,
(5 clockwise, O anti-clocKwiszse).

ride along straight tine,
(use right hand €ignal vor !0m to drop bag in BuckKet)

ride along narrow board,

fide between S pair: OF hatr vennis bzlis

{I0cm apart, spaced every S0cm xlong curved ling),
ride up gutter (1ift front wheel’, )

‘ride through sand,
pick up 3 flage spaced Sm apart on rough surface

between 30cm spaced lines.

ride with incide hand on partner’s shoulder,
{(meandering circuit around netball courts).

NAME

[N}
w
L
w
r




Figure 26

BAXZLLC
ROIATY RI1IDDLNEG
AL TN

_ Thig i3 to certify that
semmcmnrmemcmanmmnmneee PET formed Lthe

following bogic rood riding
skills 4m onm njff-road areo,

.. Driveway rideout. { 1}
. (Correct starting position, Scan, 2 hands on handlebars),
(Single file, form pairs , inside rider 1 m.from kerb).

2 Riding in pairs beside kerb - form a single File, { 1}
‘(Inside person moves to the front. Ride 1 m from kerb),
(Reform pairs — scan behind, person behind moves level).

3 Pasasing a parked car - Pairs, form a saingle file. { 1}
(Scan, Indicate, 2 hands to diverge right 1 mn from car).

4 Paasing spaced parked cars ~ Pairs form a single file. )
(Haintain a straight line 1 m from cars, reformm pairs).

S Left hand turn. « 1}
(Scan behinc 30m befare cornur, ludicate., 2 iwmnds o tucal,

- (Stop Sign if cars on right, Scan and indicate at corner’.

6 Right hand turn from centre of the raad - Paira, «

(Scan behind 30m before corfner, Indicate),

(2 handa to move tc centre of road),

(Stop sign near corner if necessary),

(Scan and Indicate again at corner, 2 hands to turn).

7 Right hand Hook Turn from Jeft kerh. of busy road. {
(Form single file, Scan and Stop Signal, Stop bewvide kerbh),
(Keap bike parallel to kerb, Scan,-Indicate),

(Ride directly towards a line 1 m from kerb in side street).

e/ The 18 repady fTto -

A. Practicse rewad ridiong eshills diu aun

wff- resad orea. £ %
B. HNave adult superwisiou tve wractise
read ridimg skilfles wn thy veads £ 3

=~

.
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Figure 27(a)

YEAR FIVE BIKE-ED WEEK PROGRAM

Dear Parents,

During Bike-Ed Program (56th - 17th March) your child's class will be involved in
one hour of activities each day which will involve the teaching of:

{A) Ssafe Riding Skills.

{BY Traffic Riding Skills.

{C) Safety factors for pedestrians, cyclists and passengers in motor vehicles.

(D) Defensive riding skills which involve anticipating and recognising dangerous
situations which may well become life threatening.

This Program will have a series of lessons based on:

(A) Riding skills necessary for off-road riding and road riding.
(B) Riding activities in the school ground which simulate road situations.

BIKE-ED SKILLS CERTIFICATE

Participants will be tested on their riding skills and ability to compiete a
simulated road riding course in the school grounx.

Pupils who accrue sufficient points will be awarded with a Bike-Ed Skills
Certificate to recognise them as a safety road cyclist.

Hopeful ly, between your efforts and ours, your child Will develop skills which will
enable him/her to ride safety and make the right decision in dangerous situations.

REQUIREMENTS

For Bike-Ed Week the school has hired a special Bike-Ed trailer which has some
bicycles which children may use during the lessons.

However, it would be far more beneficial to your child if he/she could practise the
road riding skills on his/her own bicycle. In 1988 Year 5 lessons it was most
disturbing to see the large pumber of children who had very Llittle control over
their own bicycle while making hand signals or looking behind them before turning.

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD'S BIKE IS ROADWORTHY.

If you wish your child to participate in the program it will be necessary for you
to complete the enclosed forms and return them to school by Friday 3rd March.

Please note : If your child is unable to ride at present or you think that he/she
has very limited riding sills, we would be happy to timetable your child into a
course for Beginners in the school yard. This would be far safer for your child
who may otherwise have hissher first ride unsupervised, on a friend's bike like so
many other children do.
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Figure 27(b)

PRIMARY SCHOOL
BICYCLE AGREEMENT

Dear Parents,

children who wish to bring their bicycles to school may do so if they are willing to
abide by the following conditions -

where possible a Safety Helmet shouild be worn.

2. Bicycles must be dismounted at the entrance gates and walked to the bicycle
enclosures.

3. Bicycles are to be taken directly to the enciosure which will be locked for
safety reasons between the hours of %.00 am and 3.30 pm.

4. No bicycles are to be ridden in the school grounds during school hours.

5. No bicycles are to be ridden around the school buildings at any time.

understands and agrees with them.
1 give permission for my child to ride to school.

Signed ..iiiiaennns edrmamma. {Parent/Guardian)
Date ...cccviievnnnn ressaamennanm

YEARS FIVE-SIX BIKE EDUCATION PROGRAM

I give permission for my child to participate in the Bike Ed Program which will
involve supervised riding on courses in the school ground and on a specially
selected course on the roads in the neighbourhood.

I give permission for my child to ride .............. ieeaans (owner's) bicycle during
the Bike Ed lessons.

........... vasaaeeue-ureannsssParent/Guardian

I give permission for ... .....ccuiianns, to ride my child's bicycle and 1 understand
that if any damage occurs the school will not be held responsible.

............................. (Signature of Parent/Guardian lending bicycle)
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Case Study 24 - Special School, Victoria

Eight children, with varying levels of mental and physical disability gather
excitedly around the teacher as she shows the bicycles (with and without trainer
wheels) that are available. Another teacher helps each child to put on a bicycle
helmet and to adjust the straps. Further help is needed for children to enable
them to mount their bicycles.

The children set off along different sections of the miniature traffic area. As
indicated in Figure 28 all major road hazards are included and the traffic lights
are fully functional. One little girl, who was not given a bicycle (due to physical
disability problems) pretends she is a train and produces a very realistic train
noise as she proceeds back and forth along the train crossing. Several of the older
children use up enormous amounts of energy as they complete lap after lap,
pausing only briefly at the "STOP" signs, and when necessary, at the traffic lights
when the light turns to red. One boy with limited control of his right arm
attempts to pass another child on his bike but crashes into her. He suffers some
physical pain but is not deterred from getting on his bike and starting off again.
The children's interest seems unquenchable. They don't pause for a rest. It is
only with great reluctance that they bring their bikes back to the storeroom after a
half hour's very strenuous activity.

The "traffic centre" at this special school has recently become available and is
the culmination of considerable effort by teachers and parents and financial
assistance from community groups and the Federal government. The school has
received Priority School funding from the Federal government since 1986. They
were able to put forward a special application for the traffic school bicycles and
this was approved in 1988. However, the grant did not provide for all the extra
costs. Wiring of the traffic lights to make them fully functional and the
installation of electrical function boxes were undertaken by parents with special

skills and by members of the Rotary Club. State government funding was sought
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and finally approved, to construct a pathway to the traffic centre so that children
in wheel-chairs could have access to it. Parents are presently sewing materials
which will be used as pedestrian crossing flags.

Road safety is an important part of the curriculum for the students who
attend this special school because it is an aspect of everyday life with which they
must learn to cope if they are to obtain a reasonable level of independence. The
class teachers take the children on frequent visits out into the community. They
get experience under supervision of crossing roads and using traffic lights. Some
of the activities from Streets Ahead are used as class activities, especially those
dealing with street signs and road rules.

For the senior students (16-21 years of age) independent travel to and from
school is encouraged. To build up their confidence, volunteers from the
community accompany a student to and from school to ensure that they learn the
necessary routines about buses/trains which they need to catch. This support is
gradually reduced until the student is able to undertake the school travel
independently.

The traffic centre at this school has had a major positive impact upon the
students. However, it is a very expensive capital outlay and even the recurrent
costs are considerable. The school principal has negotiated with other schools to

use the facility on a fee-paying basis, to help defray some of these costs.
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Figure 28

Miniature Traffic Area
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Case Study 25 - Secondary School, Victoria

This is a very large secondary school of over 1300 students located on two
campuses - a Junior Section for Years 7, 8 and 9 students and a senior section for
Years 10, 11 and 12.

It is fortunate in having a curriculum coordinator who has the role of
encouraging teachers to become involved in a range of planning activities with
regard to traditional subjects and cross-disciplinary offerings. He chairs the
curriculum committee consisting of 4 elected staff, 2 senior students, 2 parents
and they meet regularly to consider the subjects/courses which should be offered
at the school.

The curriculum coordinator has a strong personal interest in road safety
education and he was successful in 1988 in getting "Road Education" approved as
a Year 9 elective. It is timetabled in semester 1 in 1989 for 3 periods of week. It
has the potential to develop into an important elective but in its first year of
operation in 1989 it only attracted 14 students, and these students did not list it as
their first elective choice. "Road Education" is included in a range of over fifteen
courses including "Personal Development”, "You and Melbourne”, "Buying and
Selling”, "Consumers and Leisure", "Physical Education Games" (choice of 5),
"You and Journalism".

The emphasis in the road education course is upon student-interest
activities. The curriculum coordinator does not see it as an academic course,
partly because it is intended to be a personal development elective but also
because of the low academic standard of the students it is likely to attract.

The course had only been running for two weeks when the author visited
the school. The curriculum coordinator was using Survival Trails developed by
the Road Traffic Authority as the basis for these early lessons. Students examined
common routes to school and danger points on the way. To add some variations

to the activity he asked students to plan and produce "new" road signs for
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potential road users such as skate-board riders, and elderly people. They also had
to work out appropriate locations for the erection of these signs. The students
seemed to enjoy these activities very much and in the process they were able to
reinforce basic road safety rules.

For the remaining weeks of the semester the curriculum coordinator
intends to examine related topics developed by the RTA, namely Science and the
Road: The Driver; Science and the Road: The Vehicle; and Teenagers, Alcohol
and Road Safety. He will use student inquiry activities to present them and
intends to include games and excursions where appropriate.

The curriculum coordinator considers that this will be a trial year for his
elective "Road Education”. He anticipates that the students enrolled in the
course this year will be strong advocates for others to do it in future years. He is a
strong supporter of road safety courses but he is also a pragmatist and realizes that
the elective is not perceived to belong to any of the traditional subjects and that it
has low academic status. For 1990 he is considering the possibility of including
the same topics in a science course where it would attract larger numbers of

students.



Case Study 26 - Primary School, Western Australia

The school is situated in a large suburban area some 60 kilometres south of
Perth. Granted city status recently, the area is expanding rapidly and serves as a
dormitory for workers in nearby industries and those in Fremantle and Perth.
Rapid housing development has contributed to an increase in traffic through the
area and hence to the road safety hazards confronting children who attend the
school.

Working to implement system-wide reforms, the principal and staff are
exploiting a number of traditions within the school. These include active parent
involvement, high academic standards, and well established pastoral care and
road safety education programmes. The driving force for the latter is the Deputy-
Principal (male), a long time resident in the area who is active in the community.
A recent innm}ation has been the establishment of a "School Development
Council”, with teacher and parent representatives. This body is responsible for
the formulation of school policies and plans and acts as a firm link with the
community. The Council is fully supportive of the school's efforts in road safety
education and influential in school-based attempts that are designed to reduce the
traffic hazards for children in view of the school's location near to a very busy
highway. An added problem is created by the increasing number of parents who
choose to transport their children to and from school. This creates congestion
around the school's single entry and exit point at peak periods.

There are two major thrusts in the school's road safety education
programmes. One is a school-wide emphasis upon general aspects of road safety
through Health Education lessons. The second is a Bike-Education course for
Year 5 pupils. In the case of the school-wide programme, addressed both by class
teachers and the physical education specialist, the Deputy-Principal (male) acts in
advisory and support roles. He monitors teachers' programmes and sees that

they have sufficient teaching aids and instructional materials. The curriculum
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materials used in this programme are those provided as part of the Out and
About kit produced by the Federal Office of Road Safety. The Deputy-Principal
takes direct responsibility for all instruction, testing and certification for Year 5
pupils in the Bike Ed course.

The general road safety programme, encompassing six thirty-minute
lessons, is scheduled for the first part of second term and complete Out and About
kits are placed in every Year 3 to 7 classroom. Teachers consider that the
children's work booklets are a "bit junior-oriented” for upper primary pupils and
use the Teachers' Manual as the bases of activities for these older children. The
work booklets are very popular with younger children, their teachers and parents.
A small number of parents interviewed stated their appreciation of the parents'
bocklet in this course.

The Deputy-Principal's view is that, for maximum effectiveness, teachers
must be provided with appropriate materials as they don't have time to "browse"
or "go hunting”. A point made strongly during interviews with the deputy-
Principal and teachers was that, given competing demands for time in the
curriculum, topics like road safety are easily lost unless planned for centrally
within the school. Major strengths of the school's general road safety
programmes were said to be the flexibility which allows teachers to use their
knowledge as adult road-users to raise levels of awareness among children.

Observation of a road safety education lesson with a Year 4 class, taken by the
school's physical education specialist revealed an informal situation. Once
seated, children were told that, as a continuation of the previous week's work,
they were to see a film about pedestrian safety in traffic. The film "This Way,
That Way, Which Way?" was one of a series of three included in the teacher-
planned programme for Years 3 and 4 pupils.

The film, which attracted the immediate interest of the children, required
them to take active roles in identifying "good” and "bad" road safety behaviour.

The first part of the film, which lasted for about ten minutes showed examples of
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real situations with vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. In the second part of the
film, the hazardous situations were repeated and children were asked to
comment and explain why the behaviour shown was either "good" or "bad". As
a follow-up to examples of "bad behaviour”, children were asked to describe the
correct behaviour. Children told me that they enjoyed the film and that it
"teaches us a lot about safe behaviour”. They also said that they liked the Out and
About booklets because "they have interesting things to do like puzzles and
drawings", "you can take them home", "the pictures are good and tell you what
to do", and "they tell you how to look after your bike". Both the teacher and the
Deputy-Principal commented that the booklets were popular with children and
they were easily obtainable in sufficient quantity to give one to each child.

The Bike Ed course is restricted to pupils in Year 5. For the past six years the
course was taken solely by the Deputy-Principal who had attended an
"instructors" course. During those years the course was scheduled over two
terms of each three term year. This has now been changed to a programme that
occupies 25 lessons over three of the new four term year. During 1989, the
Deputy-Principal had to relinquish his support teacher role, due to staffing
restrictions, and take on half-time class teaching with a Year 5 group. This has
reduced his capacity to instruct all Year 5 pupils in the Bike Ed course and he does
so now only for his own class. However, the other two Year 5 teachers have
cooperated and, although neither has completed the "instructors' course”, they
are enthusiastic — because of the Deputy's support and guidance.

The programmed events for the 25 week course are displayed prominently
on a large chart in the Deputy's office (see Figure 29). The display is in the form
of a matrix which shows indoor and outdcor activities, teacher resources required
and their location, and the expected student activities. The chart indicates that
maximum provision is made for outdoor practice through seven full and eight
half lessons. Student activities are varied and involve a range of pedagogical

approaches.
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The classroom activity observed related to "skill means control” and this
was followed by practice of procedures for emergency braking. The outdoor
sessions take place on a bitumened area used for netball and marked out for the
purposes of the Bike Ed course with markers and half-size traffic signs. The
Deputy-Principal regards the cardboard signs (with the STOP sign in black!) as
artificial and would prefer the full-size versions. As not all children had bicycles
and helmets there was some sharing.

Following a comment by the Deputy regarding the lack of power on the part
of the school to insist that children's cycles were in safe condition, and that some
parents-were. either unaware or unconcerned about the condition of their child's
machine, the bicycle storage area was inspected. Out of a total of 82 bicycles in one
of the three storage areas, 16 machines were quickly identified as having some
defect. It was speculated that the owners were in year levels not involved in the
Bike Ed. course as maintenance is a prominent feature of the course.

Both the Principal and Deputy were praiseworthy of the support that the
school received from the sergeant and staff of the Police Bike Ed unit. Comments
were made that the theory sessions, both in the Out and About and Bike Ed
courses serve well to raise children's levels of awareness about road safety. Major
problems with the Bike Ed course were said to be the availability of machines for
those children who chose not to ride cycles to school and the lack of teachers who
were trained to undertake the course.

Road safety education is an established feature of this school. References are
made to these activities and their place in the curriculum in the School's Policy
and Development plan. Currently, the Principal is involved in a cooperative
community venture, involving all school principals in the area and Shire
Council Officers, with the Mayor a Chairperson of the Joint Committee, to

promote road safety education within the city.
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Figure 29
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Case Study 27 - Non-Government Primary School, Western Australia

Although the school is situated some 400 metres to the west of the Albany
Highway and most students do not have to cross the very busy traffic to get to
school, the principal and teachers are acutely aware of the hazards. These are said
to be those associated with the heavy flow of traffic from and to the highway via
roads around the school and children's use of the highway in out-of-school time.

As the principal commented:

I am always concerned when I see young children cycling on
the highway and trying to cross against the constant flow of
fast-moving traffic. What I see is very inexperienced children
in dangerous situations. For me, road safety education is an
absolute priority. I try to get this message across to my
teachers, parents and students all the time.

The principal's efforts appear to be extremely effective. Teachers'
programmes indicated that the topic of road safety was a feature of the teaching in
Health Education. The principal's signature and comments on these
programmes indicated that he monitored activities consistently. A feature of his
leadership style is to visit classrooms and teachers reported that reminders about
road safety were given periodically at school assemblies.

Pre-primary teachers said that they enjoyed very high levels of parent
involvement and, in their efforts to encourage children in safe pedestrian
behaviour, attempts were made to include parents. While some Out and About
materials were used, the teachers saw a need for practical activities that reinforced
safe road crossing behaviour. This was practiced both in the playground and on a
road near to the school.

Teachers in the Years 3-7 levels indicated varying degrees of interest in road
safety education. Most of them, in acknowledging the special situation of the
school and the hazards for children, claimed that the K-7 Health Education

Syllabus and access to the Out and About materials were sufficient for their
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purposes. Views were expressed that there were so many demands upon them,
as part of the State's "Better Schools” programme, that road safety education
should be undertaken jointly by the school and the parents. There was a strong
impression on their part that they were acting alone and most parents were
willing to leave the task to the school. Teachers were extremely complimentary
about the Out and About resource materials and claimed that without them time
constraints would preclude effective teaching in the area.

Proof of the effectiveness of the Bicycle Safety-Helmet scheme existed in
observations of children arriving at school. Only two child cyclists were observed
not to be wearing helmets and these were said to possess them but to have
"forgotten”. Observations also indicated that the vast majority of cycles were in a
safe condition, although a small number of children seemed to have machines
that were either too small or too large for their own physical size.

The momentum for the school's bicycle education programme obviously
was due to the principal's direct interest and sponsorship and the enthusiasm of
the Physical Education specialist. This teacher had undertaken a recent training
programme, but revealed that he had received exposure to the whole area of road
safety education as part of his pre-service training. As a cycling enthusiast, he was
keen to respond to the Principal's encouragement to develop the Bike Ed
programme. It was apparent that this teacher was involved actively with one
parent member of the School Council in promoting the establishment of a
community-based road safety training facility.

The need for such a facility was said to be the inadequacy of the school's
playground, with its artificial conditions and the danger of using nearby roads for
the initial stages of bicycle safety training. A claim was made that while the
"theory” instruction involved all students in Years 5-7, the practical aspects of
bike-ed were effective only with about one-third of the children who brought

bicycles to school. While it was obvious that sharing of helmets and machines
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took place during the practiéal sessions, this was not regarded as desirable.

However, as the teacher explained:

we face a problem - let those with bikes benefit and the
others standing and watching, or try to involve as many as
possible.

Both the principal and the teacher shared the view that parents bought their
children expensive machines and let them use them without much thought to

training. The principal commented:

Every motor-cycle, car and truck driver using the highway
and the roads around the school has had to receive
instruction and pass a licence test yet we allow inexperienced
and untrained children to use their bikes in the same
conditions.

Apart from the school's ongoing promotions of general road safety
education through the Health education part of the curriculum and the safety
helmet scheme, bicycle education was deemed to be a major priority. With active
participation at a School-Council level, directed to generate interest and resources
from the community, the establishment of a training facility was regarded as
essential. This was envisaged to involve the construction of a bitumened "road
system" with real traffic signs and signals, sufficient well-maintained machines
and trained voluntary instructors to permit "out of school" training for ail
children. This ambitious school-community project was regarded as part of the
"school development plan” and it was said that negotiations with the local
authority and other potential sponsor groups were "at a promising stage".

This school seemed to display many of the ideals and realities of road safety
education in schools. Essentially, the prime-mover was the principal who
regarded road safety education both as a high priority and as an ongoing process —
for which he and his staff were responsible. The programmes were monitored,
primarily in terms of implementation and to some extent in regard to outcomes

as these were observable in children's behaviour. The use, by the principal, of an
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"enthusiast” to assume responsibility for major parts of the programme (i.e. Bike
Ed and as Co-ordinator-Advisor for Health Education) was an effective
managerial strategy. The encouragement of school-parent responsibility for road
safety education through the School Council and the attempts of this body to
involve the community may be regarded as an extremely positive move towards
community participation in schooling. The real tests of the strengths of these
ventures will arise in the near future — with the retirement of the present

principal and the appointment of his successor.
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Case Study 28 - Secondary School, Western Australia

The school is modern and attractive, based upon separate faculty clusters
and surrounded by attractive native bush gardens. Numbers of students have
increased considerably since the school was first opened in 1974 and it now has
over 1100 students and 80 teaching staff.

The catchment area of the school consists of a large number of state housing
homes with families on relatively low incomes. Unemployment rates in the area
are quite high and juvenile crime is prevalent. These problems seem to spill
over into the school situation where discipline problems occur from time to
time.

When the school-based police.officer scheme was introduced as a pilot
project in 1987 it was not surprising that this school was selected because of its
numerous student problems. The purpose of the scheme is for the school-based
officer to be accepted by students and staff as a full-time member of staff and to
participate in such activities as:

(a) assist individual students with problems (especially relating to the law).

(b) assist in sporting activities such as coaching a sporting team.

(c) assist with excursions and school camps.

(d) give lessons when invited on various topics such as the law, motor

vehicles, traffic offences, etc.

(e) attend staff meetings.

The police officer in this case study has been at the school for nearly eighteen
months. An ex air-force mechanic with ten years experience in the police force in
South Australia and in the Northern Territory, he is ideally suited to the task. He
is confident and knowledgeable, yet he has a very relaxed, low-key manner.

He admits that things were very tough for him in his first year in the role.

The students would not contact him at all in the first few months. His office was
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located within the library initially but he found that students would not visit him
there as their visits were too "public” and visible to other students. He finds his
new office location in the physical education block to be far more convenient for
students.

At first he had most success with Year 8 students. They were new to the
high school situation and he was able to do things to assist them. Year 8 teachers
were also most amenable to using him for brief talks to their classes.

It took him longer to gain the support of older students, especially the Year
10 boys. However relationships improved markedly after he started to coach a
football team at the school, comprising a number of Year 10 boys.

On another occasion a number of students decided to go on strike over
grievances related to the school timetable and perceived discrimination practices.
When the student leaders were given an opportunity to send a delegation to
meet with Ministry of Education officials they were invited to nominate one
teacher to attend the meeting with them - they chose the police officer! The
police officer maintains that his rapport with Year 9 and 10 students has been
very positive ever since that event.

It has been difficult for the police officer to get to know staff at the school.
He makes a point of being present at morning teas most days so that he can
circulate among staff. He has also earned their support by doing yard duty several
times a week!

As a preliminary step to giving lessons he obtained copies of all the subject
syllabi to see if there were topics which were within areas of his expertise. He
found plenty of areas! For example, topics on the Law occur at several year levels
in the Social studies Syllabus. In Science there are various topics on vehicle
speed/ velocity.

His next strategy was to chat informally with individual teachers about their
subject area. Usually they invite him in to observe one or two lessons or ask him

directly to give lessons on specific topics. He has had most success with Design
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and Technology, Science and Maths teachers but is still working on teachers in
other subject fields.

The police officer is very sensitive to teachers’ perceptions and needs and
that he is "still on their territory". He repeated on several occasions to the project
director that although he can present lessons quite effectively he realises he is not
a trained teacher. He makes a point of only taking on teaching commitments that
he can fulfil. Because he also visits feeder primary schools on a regular basis he
has to ensure that he is not absent for specific lessons at the secondary school and
thereby cause problems for staff.

He uses some audio-visual aids in his lesson presentations, such as video
tapes and overhead projector transparencies, but prefers to use the blackboard.
Students appear to relish the various anecdotes he includes in his talks. He
encourages them to discuss experiences they have had and generally to engage in
question and answer sessions.

The visits to the 8 feeder primary schools are also an important part of his
role even though he only allocates about 20% of his time to this. At these
primary schools he gives talks when invited on an array of topics from "Stranger
danger" to various aspects of road safety. He makes some use of road safety
materials such as Out and About and Constable Care but he tends to do brief talks
using personal experiences and anecdotal accounts. He concentrates especially on
final year primary school students because he wants to enlist their trust prior to
meeting up with them again at the secondary school in the following years.

A new driver education scheme was initiated last year and the police officer
is responsible for running it at his secondary school. Termed the "Youth Driver
Education Scheme" it provides Year 12 students with 4 hours of instruction on
driving and road laws. Videotapes are used in the theory lessons together with a
booklet, "Learn to Drive", which has been adapted from a New Zealand
publication. All students who pass a written test based upon the theory lessons,

are permitted to accompany a police officer in a police vehicle to observe road
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safety behaviour of motorists and pedestrians at first-hand. An additional
incentive for students to pass the written test is that they receive a waiver to the
Learner's Permit test.

Although the police officer has been advertising the driver education
scheme at his school it has not been very popular so far. One problem is that it is
timetabled during a sports time block and a number of students are reticent about
missing their sports periods. Some Year 12 students do nof elect to take it because
it represents further work and the need to study for yet another test. Others have
shown little interest in the course because it doesn't allow them to get any
practical driving experience. Numbers doing the course each term have been
quite disappointing, averaging only 7 or 8 students.

The police officer finds his school-based position a most satisfying one. He
enjoys working with students and he feels that he has at last earned their trust
and confidence. The staff too are now more accepting of him and are willing to
share the teaching of some topics with him. A major reason for the success at
this school is obviously the personality and dedication of the police officer.

Yet, it should also be noted that the role does not necessarily lead to a major
emphasis being placed on road safety. The police officer is deeply concerned
about developing improved public relations with the students. He wants them to
trust and cooperate with police officers — if not in the short term, at least in the
long term. He does not have any training or any special interest in road safety.
The driver education scheme is not very popular with Year 12 students. Few
curriculum materials on road safety are available or used with the lower
secondary students. His talks to primary school students are typically "stand-
alone" presentations and they are not sequenced into any specific road safety

programme.
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Table 1

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achicvemnents Problems
Location and Siz¢ Available Features Community Features
Primary school in a Bike Ed (Vic.) . Special trial of a form School Board initiated a . Teaching of "Bike Ed" Some problems in storing
suburb of Canberra. Street Sense  (NSW) of "Bike Ed" course major helmet drive in 1987 to junior grades was bikes at school over 2

450 students.

Out and About (FORS)

Visiig to Traffic Centre,

with 3 classes, Years
1&2,2&3,3&4
over an intensive two
week period.

. The sequence of events

included:

a) getting external
adviser to motivate
teachers.

b) initial check on
safety of bikes.

¢) small group skills
training in play-
ground.

d) small group training
continued on a
rotational basis.

. Intcgrated road safety

into music, art,
mathematics.

using:

@) poster compelitions.
b) newsletters,

¢) bulk salcs.

very successful.

. School Board initiatives

to improve bike helmet
usc was successful.

. Parent pick-up of

children at school has
Improved.

week period.




Table 2
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
A well established Out and About (FORS) . Concentrates on a form . Principal has talks t0 1. Teaching of "Bike Ed" . Teaching of road safety at
primary school in a Roadswork (Vic.) of "Bike Ed" with early kindergarten parents to young pupils has schools has to be
suburb of Canberra. Bike Ed (Vic.) grades, especially about road safety. been very succesful. supported by parents out
Year 1 and 2. of school.

484 children, 16 bicycles obtained by . Present driveby P & C

the school from a previcus | 2. Did a pilot programme on children having bike
There are few busy roads submission to the ACT on "Bike Ed" with Year helmets.

but constant radius curves
do make road crossings

difficult for some children.

Schools Authority.

Use Traffic centres at
Belconnen and Deakin.

2 students last year,

a) Used external special
ist to introduce
"Bike Ed" and enlist
staff support.

b) Did safety check on
children's bikes.

¢) Commenced a series
of skills activities in
small groups in the
playground.

& Rotated skills
activities on other
days.

e) Did a check list of
skills at completion
of programme and
sent individnal
details to parents.

. Integrated aspects into

Language and Maths.




Table 3

PFRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curricutum Matertals Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievemnents Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Government school in a
suburb of Canberra,

186 children attend the
school.

Bike Ed (Vic.)
Roadswork (Vic.)
Out and About (FORS)

Visiis to Traffic Centre.

Materials supplied by Bus
Company (Action Bus).

. A form of hike-ed tanght

at school for 3 years.

. In 1988 it was taught

more systematcally by

a) using external expert
to motivate teachers,

b) an intensive daily
programme for 2
weeks,

c) parent help with the
skills training in
small groups.

d concentration upon
braking as a problem
area. Children given
praclicc on various
surfaces (concrete,
grrass, gravel),

. Used visits from palice

and bus company to
reinforce tcaching.

. Did some integration of

road safety in science,
language and maths.

. Parents supported the

two week intensive
period by

a) acting as supervisors,

b} checking roadworth-
iness of their
children's bicycles,

. School kept parents

informed by numerous
newsletters.

. Studenis very keen on

the course,

. Several teachers became

involved.

1. Need to give students
more practical experience
with bikes.
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Table 4
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Primary school in a
suburb of Canberra.

420 students.

Out and About (FORS)
Bike Ed (Vic.)
Roadswork (Vic.)

Resources available at
Traffic Centres.

Commenced as a result
of a perceived need —
children who went to
the Deakin Traffic
Centre were given low
ratings on bike skills.

Intensive programme

over 2 weeks developed

with Grade 2 and 3

a) used outside expert
to motvate students

b) safety checks on
children's bikes.

¢) small group skills
training in play-
ground,

d rotation of skills
training each day.

¢€) highly developed
integration of road
safety into literature,
maths, language,
social studies,
science, art.

Parents kept in contact
about bike-ed programme
by newsletters.

Programme was very
popular with students
and parents.

At a subsequent visit to
Deakin Traftic Centre
the children achieved
much higher ratings on
their bike skills.

The integrated activities
were praised by external
consultants.

1, The preparation time for

doing the intensive course
was very heavy.




Table 5

SENIOR COLLEGE
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problerns
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Senior Coellege in a suburb| Handouts. Course censists of 10 Pressures from community| 1. Programme has been 1. Escalating costs may
of Canberra. by 1 hr class sessions groups o run a driver- popular with students make it 0o expensive
Yideotapes: and 8 hrs practical education course. since it started in 1987, for most students,
Driver Education "Motor Mania" driving,
programme undertaken "Big Gig" Administrators at the 2. Itrelies on the expertise
by a commercial drving "Road Worrier" Sequence of topics college can run it with- of an outside instructor
instructor, "Drinking, driving, COVer car equipment, out any substantial and so little guality
surviving" braking, defensive involvement of their control is possible.

The course is a

recreational / certificated

course available to

students for approximately

$180 per person.

Number of students
18 per term.

Car for tuition supplied
by driving instructor.

drinking, alcohol and
driving,

Practical sessions occur
in same week as class
sessions (2 students
per car).

Students encouraged 10

sit for licence test at end

of course.

Use videos and
discussions as major
maodes of presentation,

Has a fun activity at
conclusgion of
programme involving
racing Go-Karts on a
race track,

regular staff.

3. Difficult 1o find free
period times for
practical sessions.
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Table 6
SENIOR COLLEGE
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Senior College in a A set of 16mm films . Emphasis is on Support for the programme | 1. Students enthusiastic 1. Difficult to find staff at the
suburb of Canberra. on driving produced by developing sound which has been operating about it — is always college to teach the course.
FORS (dated). driving attitudes and for over 10 years. over-subscribed.

Driver Education not on getting a 2. The tuition car is under-
programme taken part- Dual control car is made driver's licence. 2. Students do appear to utilised at the college.
time by a Language available by a local car gain more positive
Lecturer. dealer. . 3 hrsin class and 1 hr attitudes. 3, Difficult to find free period

practical driving per times for practical
The course is a Teaching handouts. week for a term. sessions,
recreational / certificated
course available to . Use made of Office of
students for $20. City Management to

assist with theory
Number of students lessons.
11-15.

. Lecturer does practical

driving sessions but is
not a qualified
instructor.

. Uses films and small

group discussion
sessions.




Table 7

KINDERGARTEN/NURSERY SCHOOL

School Cummiculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Nursery school Kids and Traffic . Activities planned one Have parent mectings and . Has widened coverage . Problems with letter
Inner-city suburb of "Leggo Roadworks” day in advance and guest speakers talking on of road safety to include: formation in story bocks.
Sydney. "Motorbikes & Transporl” evaluated the day after, road safety matters (c.g. a) bike riding and
"Meftcon Playmat” talk on baby rcstraints helmet use. . Drawings in the Kids
51 children aged 0-5 yrs. "Puzzles in a Bag” . Teachers closely follow | in motor vehicles). b) parent responsib- and Traffic calendar
activities in Kids and ilities for seat belts are too complex,
Three groups 4 Tricycles Traffic for a 3 weck and car restraints.
0-1; 1-2; 3-5 yr olds. Moon buggy theme.
‘Wooden Traffic lights . Kids and Traffic
Near-new building with . Also incorporate TV materials are used
comprehensive facilities. Playschool themes. cxiensively and very
successfully.
. Have outdoor games
and activilics; . The kit has enabled
excursions; a dress-up teachers to educate
"Bicycle Day". parcnts more about safe

road safety practices.




Table 8

KINDERGARTEN/NURSERY SCHOOL

134

School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Nursery School, Kids and Traffic Use Kids and Traffic as Parents very concerned . Children enjoyed the 1. Play area is too cramped
Inner-city suburb of a group activity for a about the cross-walk package especially the for tricycle/bicycle
Sydney. Personal collection of 2-week theme: connecting the two big books and the tapes. riding.
posters, charts, songs and a) read stories and big buildings.
Two buildings on opposite | aundio tapes. books as a group . Children's safety . The teacher would like
sides of a busy road. activity. They welcome the use of behaviour on local 1o see more posters and

One building - 0-2 yr olds

Other building - 34 yr olds

50 children

Old buildings, cramped
surroundings.

Department of Health
posters

b) children listen to tapes
at the Listening Post
and sing songs.

¢) in activity time they
make traffic signs
and cars.

d) teachers take children
on lots of local walks
to library and other
centres.

e} Kids and Traffic
calendar is used each
month.

this new package.

walks seems to have
improved.

discussion prints.




Table 9
KINDERGARTEN/NURSERY SCHOQOL

School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Localion and Size Available Features Community Features
Nursery School Kids and Traffic Majority of children are 1. Parents reminded via . Kids and Traffic has A lot of Kids and Traffic
Inner-city suburb of Constable Care materials 3 1/2 year olds. posters and ncwsletters broadened range of is too difficult for 3 1/2 year
Sydney. Kids and Traffic has to be about: road safety activitics olds.
Personal collections of simplified for them. a) children wearing taught,
50 children aged 2-5 years. | chans and audio tapes. safety restraints,
They: b} alighting on the . Teachers Manual of
Three groups of children "Road Mat" (USA) a)  use general teaching kerb side. Kids and Traffic
2-21/2;, 212-31/2; objectives, ¢} parking procedures. enables activities to be
31/2) 2 tricycles b) concentrate on well planned.
2 scoolers pedestrian and 2. Parenis assist with
1 moonboggy passenger activitics. outings and visits
¢) select only the casier (some of these involve
story books and big road safety activities)
books. and bring in bikes for

d  use some of the songs
on the audio tapes.

¢} do outdoor follow-up
activities - continual
reinforcement of safe
play in play arca.

f)  have a Bicycle Day.

Bicycle Day.
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Table 10
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Small government primary | Street Sense (NSW) . One teacher has . Parents assist with the . The Principal and Teachers are not actively
school in a northern Bike Ed (Vic.) developed a bike-ed bike-ed unit. One teachers are very using Street Sense yet
suburb of Sydney. Qut and About (FORS) course sequenced over parent assists each supportive of bike-ed. because of competing
Constable Care (NSW) grades 4, 5, 6. week with bike-ed It has become official priorities.

165 students and 6 staff. a itis carried out in activities, and takes a school policy.

sport periods over leadership role.
Approximately 30% of 1 term. . Children are very
children ride their bikes b} grades 4 & 5 have . Newsletters inform enthusiastic about
to school. theory and practical parents of ongoing bike-ed and road safety.

tests in playground. road safety activities They have made a film

¢) grade 6 has further and contests. record of their bike-cd
playground tests and programme,

on-road activities.
d children use the one
exercise book for
written activities
over the three years.

. Street Sense has been

introduced recently to
teachers.

. Cut and About is used

for group discussion
and homework
activities.

. The school is recognised

as a "light house”
school in the area of
road safety.




Table 11

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government primary Street Sense  (NSW) . Teacher has 1 lesson . The tcacher is very It relies on the
school in a western each week with each committed to road enthusiasm of 1 teacher,
suburb of Sydney, Material from State grade, All road safety safety and ensures
Bicycle Committee lessons arc done in two that a sequenced Other classroom
300 children, {Bike Week '88) specialised rooms which programme is taught teachers may not see
have lots of colourful across all grades. the need to do any
One teacher is timctabled Street Sense calendars posters and a wall road safety tcaching.
to do relicf teaching fricze. . The children enjoy
throughout the school Road signs (Depariment the activitics,
and to specialise in of Main Roads}) . Teaching strategics
road-safety. include:
Out and About 4) small group
discussions and
YVideotape: production of
stories.
"Tt's Smart to be Safe” by role playing.

¢ producing art work
(e.g. posters),

d) singing activities.

€) special days such
as a "bike day” o
check on bikes,
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Table 12
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Primary School (355 ~ Street Sense  (NSW) A teacher at the school has | 1. Parents very support- Traffic Patrol Officer
children) in an inner - recently been inserviced on ive of the Safety Scheme.
suburb of Sydney. Street Sense. Patrol scheme as
introduced. Year 5 students are

Adjacent to an Infant She will inservice other rostered to do a traffic
school (210 children), teachers at the school 2. Principal informs patrol. They stand at the

shortly and some teaching parents via news- kerb-side of a one-way
Streets very narrow and of the road safcty package letters about those street system and open

congested and a hazard
to young children,

will occur in Term 3.

parents who do not

follow the procedures.

the door of cars and escort
the infant children into the
school gate,

This saves time and keeps
the traffic flowing fairly
smoothly.




Table 13

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Primary school (K-6) in Streer Sense  (NSW) . Concept teaching as Parents involved in . Street Sense is well A number of teachers do not
a western suburb of Kids and Traffic (NSW) set out in Street Sense workshaps on Street accepted into the give road safety a high
Sydney. Out and Abowt (ACT) is carefully followed. Sense and helped to school. priority.
develop the school policy

350 children. . Road Safely is integrated |  on road safety. . Several teachers have

into other subjects integrated road safety

especially Literature, across all subjects.

Maths, Science, Social
Studies.

. A road safety policy

has been developed by
road safety coordinator
and staff.
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Table 14
PRIMARY SCHOOL

140

School Curriculum Matenials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Primary school for 20 modified bicycles, Have detailed check-lists a) Parents assist a little Some children have 1. Limited equipment is
mentally handicapped tricycles, wooden road to use in individualised with travel training to developed reasonable available.
children, suburb in signs. teaching programmes and from home but motor skills on a
south-west Sydney. Covering: most of the training bicycle. 2. Only the very able are
Bicycle helmets. a) putting on helmets. is done in out-of-school capablc of practising
20 children. b) collecting bicycle. hours by teachers. Most children have on-road skills.
¢) understanding traffic leamnt basic traffic
signs. b) Teachers consult with signs.
& mounting bicycle, parents about the
€) using brakes. individual programmes
ptanned for each child,

Teacher takes bike skills
2-3 times each term.




Table 15

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Catholic Primary School | Draft Bike Ed Manual One teacher organised . Surveys done on . Principal and staff It relies on the encrgy
in a northern suburb of (NSW) a "Bike Week" which children's safety are very supportive and interest of 1 teacher,

Sydney.

290 students and
11 teachcrs,

No children are permitted

to ride bicycles to school,

Bike Ed (Vic.)

Out and Abowt (FORS)
Posters (RTA)

Street Sense (NSW)

Hcalth Syllabus
Cumiculum Idcas (NSW)

Draft X-6 Health
Education Syliabus

ran for nearly 3 weeks.

A sequence of theary
lessons from K-6 were
planned by 1 teacher.
Folders with teaching
notes were distributed
to other teachers.

Practical activities in
playground supervised
by 1 teacher and some
parents. (Parents
brought in bikes for
the week.)

Lunch time competitiony
and awards on road
safety are also run,

Out and Abour used
as a take-home activily,

activities at home and
at school.

. Parents very active in

getting local council
to fund a pedestrian
crossing,

. A parent traffic

committee decides
parking arrangements
inside the school
grounds and in
bordering streets, and
do surveys from time
to time on traffic
patterns,

about road safety.

. Activities are likely to

be written up as a
school policy over the
next year.

. Children are very keen

on activities and their
safety behaviour appears
10 have improved.

even though other
teachers are supportive.

Roads near the school
are dangerous and
children need practice
in on-road bicycle
riding.
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Table 16
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Scheol Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Availabie Features Community Features
Catholic Primary School Street Sense  (NSW) All teachers involved in 1. Police department give Very committed staff Many road hazards in
in a western suburb of planning use of Street talks to children, with well developed the area. There were
Sydney, Qut and Abour (FORS) Sense across K-6. curriculum planning 2 fatal accidents two
a) Kindergarten use it 2. Parents assist on days procedures. years ago.
500 students, 17 staff, Kangaroo Creek Gang as part of sport when bikes are checked.
programme. Road safety activities Heavy workload for
No students permitted o Draft K-6 Health b) Grades 1-2 dotwo 3. Parenis have agreed to are integrated across teachers involved in
tride bikes to school. Education Syllabus lessons each week strict rules about a number of subjects. curriculum planning.
(integrated with other vehicle movements in
Resowrce Package for subjects). school grounds. "Incidental” road safety
Community Groups ¢} Grades 3-4 do a unit lessons are planned by
on bike safety over all teachers.

Materials made available
duning police visits.

7 weeks.

d Grades 5-6 do a unit
cn the Bicycle and
the Law.

They use Out and About
as follow up activities,




Table 17

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
A new high school in a Are You in Conirol? The Senior English teacher |  The School Principal has . The senior tcacher has When the school
western suburb of (NSW) coordinates road safety encouraged parents to encouraged considerable reaches its target
Sydney. Resource Package for activities in the school: press for safer roads and interest in road safety. number of over 1,000
Community Groups a) In English he uses pedestrian crossings. there could be congestion

Only has Yr 7 & 8 students (NSW) practical traffic issues . The Principal intends problems and less
(400 stdents). Belt Up (NSW) in drama, debates, to introduce a core of flexibility in teaching

mock trials, oral road safety lessons for road safety units.
The new building is very discussions. all students in Yr 10,
well appointed and has b} The industrial arts

comprehensive facilities.

teacher uses Are You

in Control? extensively.

¢) The Maths & Science
teachers use some
worksheets taken from
Belt Up.
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Table 18
SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Matenals Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Availabie Features Community Features

Government high school Bike Ed (Vic.) Health Education Senior Teacher has run a Saturday . Health Education 1. Relies on outside

in a western suburb of teacher has been a strong morning bike club. staff are all committed funding for helmets and
Sydney. State Bicycle Committee advocate of bike ed for to bike ed. other equipment.

Materials (NSW) over 5 years. Parents are supportive.
570 students. . The programme is very | 2. Relics on the energy and

High proportion of ethnic
groups in school
population.

Street Sense  (NSW)

Yideotapes:
"Road Worrier" (FORS)
"Big Gig" (FORS)

"Drinking, Driving,
Surviving” (FORS)

"Road Craft" (FORS)
"Stay in Control
Neighbours" (NSW Drug
and Alcohol)
"Drink-Driving Kit" (NSW)
Uses personal collection

of newspaper articles,
posters.

It is sequenced over Yrs
7-10 along with other

related topics:

Yr7- basic safety,
bike ed.

Yr 8 - Bike maintenance
and road rules

Yr9- Onroad bike
activities,

alcohol studies.
Yr 10 - Drink driving,

on-road bike

activities.

popular, especially with
boys.

initiative of the senior
teacher. (He was the
author of a bike-ed unit
for Street Sense)




Table 19

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Featurcs Community Features
A primary school of 350 Bike cducation matenials Grades T-2 have road School Council active in Teachers and school Teachers rely on the
students and 24 staff in from local Road Safety safety officers give lessons | promoting bicycle principal are active on expertise and initiatives of
a suburb of Darwin. Centre. on road crossings, helmets. road safety topics. road safety council officers
pedestnan safety, bicycles. and the school-based
Staff make regular use of K-10 Hcalth Syllabus (WA)| They use Hector the Cat constable.
officers at local Road costume,
Safety Centre. Social and Cultural
Education Programme (NT} | Grades 3-7 make regular
visits to Road Safety Centre
Out and About to do bicycle safety skills

and use training track.

All staff involved in helmet
promotions and children

do projects on road safcty
after visits to road safety
centre.

School-based constable
assists with bicycle riding
skills in playground.
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Table 20
PRIMARY SCHOOL

146

School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Small primary school of Various worksheets, RSC officer provides a Local police officer assists | a) School is very a) Teachers are not

40 students in a remote pamphlets, stickers, programme each year for with practical bike satisfied with the 2-day directly involved in

area. The nearest centre posters provided by the the school in collaboration riding activities in the course provided by the planning or

is Alice Springs. Road Safety Council with the school principal playground and an on- the RSC officer, implementation of the
Officer. and local police officer. road course, course.

Teachers rely on Road b) Community support

Safety Council (RSC) Out and About Junior Class for the programme, b) Teachers do few follow-

officer for formal lessons Practical activities and up activities on road-

on road safety. videotapes on: safety.

a) pedestrian safety.
b} niding on buses.
¢} using seat belts.

Senior Class

Practical activities and
videotapes on:

a) bikeriding and safety.
b) traffic signals.

¢) road safety hazards.

Teachers teach road safety
informally during the year.




Table 21

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Malerials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

High school in a suburb
of Darwin.

1100 students and
100 teachers.

School-based Constable.

School-based Constable
uses personal file of
newspaper clippings and
brochures from the Road
Safety Council,
Sometimes distributes

Out and About materials.

Uses Drug Abuse
Resistance Education
(DARE) with feeder
primary schools.

Gives lessons when
invited by teachers on
topics such as:

a} the law

b) drugs

c) report writing.

Assists with the student
driving course,

Counsels students
individually on specific
problems,

a)

b)

School-based Constable
coaches school football
team after school hours.

Parents will approach
him on various personal
matters.

a) Constable is accepted
as a regular siaff
member at the school,

b) Constable is trusted by
the majority of students.

a) Constable can't
accommodate all the
requests he receives from
teachers to give lessons.

b) Constable feels that some
tcachers use him as a
convenience.
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Table 22
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY

148

School Curriculum Materiais Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Aboriginal community, Use driving instruction Instructees do an iniensive | All aduits in the community | 8 youths have indicated None of the three

island location, Northem booklet, pamphlets and training of 3 days of are employed. A number that they want to do the instructors have found time

Territory, of 250 persons. | charts supplied by TAFE instruction and one day need a driver’s license to training. yet 10 commence the
college. of testing. drive community vehicles. instruction as they all hold

Three aboriginals given Some planning has been down full-time jobs.

special training as driving The licence test includes: The community council undertaken.

instructors by TAFE
officers. Their role is to
teach driving skills to
aborigines within their
community.

a) anobserved drive.

b) a"commentary” drive
where oral comments
have to be made.

¢) undertaking a vehicle
inspeclion.

want 1o reduce the number
of unlicensed drivers and
to reduce the number of
serious vehicle accidents
on the island.




Table 23

SENIOR COLLEGE
School Curriculum Malerials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
A large Senior College in | Student Driver Education A semester course of 4 hrs Parents are supportive The SDE course covers | 1. Because of the lower
the Northern Territory. course has becn approved per week for 16 weeks for of the SDE course. driver attitudes as well driving age (16 years)
by the Board of Studies. Year 11 students. as specific practical the SDE course is not
Two teachers have under- Includes two hours skills, as popular as previously.
taken the drivers Swdent Driving Booklet practical driving for 10
instructors' course. produced by Road Safety weeks, The course is very
Council, popular with students.
The Student Driver Students get Learner's
Education (SDE) course Cars made available by permit after Week 5 of
is taken by 130 students local car dealer. the course. Only 50%
cach year. pass the driver's licence
Yideotapes include: test.
"Learn to Drivc"

"Young Driver Survival
Kit:"

An infensive one week is
available for Year 12
students.
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Table 24
MOTORCYCLIST EDUCATION, TRAINING AND LICENSING

School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems

Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Motorcyclist education, Range of instructor's notes | Lecturers at METAL centre METAL staff provide a) Over 50% of all licence | A number of school principals
training and hcensing and handouts available for | provide intensive courses: displays and information applicants now do are still not willing for talks
(METAL) 3 classes of license. 2 days for level 1, booths at school fetes and their training through on METAL to be given at
Darwin and Alice Springs additional 2 days for level 2.{ local shows. METAL. their schools.

Wide range of videotapes

They provide: including Canadian, USA, | Series of theory and b) Very stong demand to
a) talks to schools about | Victorian ones e.g. practical lessons are care- be enrolled in METAL

road safety and motor | "Sarvival” fully sequenced. courses,

bikes. "Motor Mania"

All courses undertaken at ¢} General public have a

b) training for motor "Roadtron game" especially | the METAL centre. positive attitude about

cycle riding licence with ESL students. the contributions of

applicants. Lecturers undergo a training METAL.

programme over 7 weeks.




Table 25

ROAD SAFETY CENTRE
School Curriculum Malenals Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Road Safety Centre in the Posters and brochures from | For Grades T-1, RSC Local police officer and/ The RSC centre is 1. Teachers rely on RSC
Northern Territory. Road Safety Council and officers make visits to or school-based constable fully booked out each officers to do most of
Federal Office of Road schools on request. assist with bike skills year. the format teaching.
Safety. a) give out posters, training.
2 Road Safety Council b} do lessons on A number of schaols 2. RSC officers typically
(RSC) officers involved, Models of bike riders, pedestrian and Parents are supportive have close ties with have only 1 contact
samples of baby restraints, passenger safety. of RSC centre. RSC officers. with a school per year.
Provide road safety lessons | helmets, scat belts,
in schools ta Years T-2 For Grades 2-7,
and at the centre for Hector the Cat costume a) revise lessons on
Years 3-7. and related activities and pedestrian safety.
booklets, e.g. b) give lessons on
"Road Safety with Hector", bicycle safcly.
¢) teach specific bike
Out and About riding skills on the
track.
Yideotapes: d take Yr 6/7 students
"Play it Safe" for on-road skills
"Buckle Up" ride using a police

€scort.
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Table 26
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Schoal Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Leocation and Size Available Features Community Features
Small government Pamphlets and posters Grades 1/2 do activities Community actively . Pedestrian crossing has Children attending the school
school (3 teachers) (FORS). on pedestrian safety involved in solving been installed. are exposed to a major
southern area, Cairns. including games, role present crisis with heavy traffic hazard.
playing. truck movements. . Funds have been made

70 students.

Grades 3/4/5 have no set
syllabuns but do traffic
surveys in Maths, produce
items for newsletter on
road hazards.

Grades /7 do surveys in
Maths.

Intends to use bike trailer
later in the year,

available for a crossing
attendant.




Table 27

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculam Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government School - QRSC Teachers Guides . Used bike trailer 1988 Pressure on council to . Fully landscaped off- 1. Parents display poor road
Urban Area 80 Km south (little used) with Year 6 and 7 have: road carpark for teachers. behaviour when picking
of Brisbane. students. a) footpaths cleared. up children.
Videolape: Bike path marked out b) zebra crossing. . Getting two full-time
300 students, "Safe Cycling" in playground. ¢) pedestrian atiendants. crosswalk attendants, 2. Few students wear

200 come by bus.

Two teachers involved
- 12 students taken out
at a time 1o do bike
skills over 1 week.

. Used "Safe Cycling”

video and had
discussions/art/crait
work on bikes.

d off-road carpark for
teachers.

helmets.
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Table 28
PRIMARY SCHOOL
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School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Government School - QRSC Teachers Guides . Safe Cycling Course Pressure on council for: . An overhead bridge over Negative attitudes by
Urban Area, 70 Km south | (little used). done with trailer in 1988 | &) zebra crossing major road adjacent to parents to road safety.
of Brisbane. and with 1 teacher b) overhcad bridge on 4 school will be completed

Federal Road Safety Posters volunteer for Year 5 lane highway. June 1989 after 5 years Dangerous road crossings
630 students (moderate use). students, of negotiations. close ta the school.

They use the "Adopt a
Police Dept Pamphlet . Do incidental teaching Cop" programme. . Some improvement in
"13 Bicycle Safety Rules" with Grades 1-3 using parent behaviour after

games, role plays, bus
safety drills,

publication of offending
cars (registration nos.)
in school newsletters.




Table 29

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievemnents Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Catholic School - Out and About . Teaching rcad safety Staff and parents have acted | 1. New restrictive tum The adjacent busy highway
northern area, Caimns. incidentally but as a pressure group {0 procedures for vehicles 1s still highly dangerous for
Yideotape: especially in Social demand more adequate road has been installed. children attending the
400 students, located on "Safe Cycling” Studies, crossing facilities. school.
a busy 4 lane highway. . A more protected median
Hector the Cat . Involve children in strip has been erected.
various road safety
"Bikes" computer program competitions (eg poster . "Adopt a Cop”
competitions). procedures introduced
and very popular

Year 1 children - use
games and TV
programmes 10 teach
traffic awareness, role
of traffic altendant.

Year 2 children - have
visits by police, do bus
safety,

Year 3 children - bike
safety.

with children,
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Table 30
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Government School - Out and About Level 2 . Out and About Level . A well developed school} 1. The road safety unit has | Teachers provide incidental
Northern Suburb Caimns. (FORS) 2 used with Year 4 development program not been taught in sub- | road safety teaching only.

over a five week period has been prepared by sequent years although
770 studemts, located on by one teacher after a staff and parenis. it was very successful
major road. child fatality incident on the one occasion.

near the school. . Arecent drive by the

. Integrated the material

into Oral English, Art.

P. & C. for cyclists to
wear helments. Have
regular competitions.

. A B.M.X. club meets

some lunch-times run
by teachers and parents.

. Police come and do

bike checks annually.

2. Children are more aware

of road safety through
bike helmet parades
and competitions.




Table 31

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government School - Safe Cycling Teachers Safe Cycling Course . Rural Community are 1. Children have developed | Teaching about road safety
Southern Semi-Rural Area | Handbook and trailer used in 1988 very supportive of a more positive attitude is mainly reactive to
of Cairns. by 2 teachers for 10 hrs efforts to introduce to road safety over the problems as they arise.
_Videotape: over a period of 4 weeks road safety. last 4 years,

300 students. "Safe Cycling" with Years 3 and 5

children., 2. Teachers are keen to

usc the bike trailer

Two classes worked on again.

bicycle safety with 2

teachers.

Did integrated work in

Oral English, Writlen

Expression and Art.
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Table 32
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Matierials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Probiems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government School - QRSC Teachers Guides . Safe Cycling Course Pressure on parents to be Bicycle Safety course Traffic congestion after
Urban Area, Southport. {little used). done after school hours more responsible when was successful - will school.
(without trailer) 1987 parking at the school. run it again possibly
500 students. for Yr 6 and 7 students, during schoo! hours. Behaviour of bike riders.
by 1 teacher enthusiast
and 5 parenis. Separate departure times Getting other teachers
for children riding bikes enthusiastic.
The teachers and parents has reduced congestion.
were given a half-day

training on bike safety
prior to beginning the
course,

. Safe Cycling Course

run over 5 weeks; half-
hour in ¢tass and 1 hour
practical in playground.

. Used Safe Cycling

student book and home-
work based on this.

. Gave out certificate to

children at completion
of course.

. Incidental teaching of

read safety in Social
Studies and Health,

. Emphasize Bus Safety

at the school.

Helmet competition for
students.




Table 33

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Malerials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Special Education Unit, Safe Cycling Teachers Safe Cycling Course and Separate section of 1. Children very enthusi- Need a marked out bicycle
Cairns. Handbook. Trailer used, November primary school - few astic and successful. training area in the school
1588. problems with traffic grounds.
8 mentally handicapped congestion. . The Safe Cycling course
children aged 9-14 years 1. Activities selected from provides them with
of age. Safe Cycling Teachers Comprehensive layout valuable physical
Handbook that suit of bike paths to Marlin exercise.

skills of these students.

. Did intensive work for

2 weeks doing 1 hour
cach day.

. Those that gained

minimal skill were
permitted to ride their
bikes {with parent
supervision) to a picnic
location. (Others came
by car)

coast housing areas.

Parents very keen to
improve children's
bike riding skills.
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Table 34
SECONDARY SCHOOL
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School Curricutum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Government School - Student Driver Education Compulsory 4 week Unsealed private road All Year 12 students 1. Should be introduced earlier
Urban area - 90 miles Course, module (10 lessons) to all available for students complete the course, 10 Year 9 or 10 students.
south of Brisbane. Year 12s, as part of doing the course.

Vigdeotapes: "Current Curriculum . Should include a practical
1800 students. Activity" time slot of 3 driving component.

"Road Worrier" (excellent) | periods per week.
One teacher-enthusiast in "Big Gig" (poor) . Finding other staff to tcach
charge of road safety. "Right to Ride" (excellent} | Topics covered include the course and to do the

NBN Newcastle videotape | 2} Attitudes and Emotions training.

"60 mins" videotapes b) Mechanical aspects of

"Drink Driving Surviving" vehicles

QRSC newsletters ¢} Driving Tasks

d) Ohserving

e} Emergencies




Table 35

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government School - Student Dnver Education . Elective in "Social and Traffic congestion a major It is now an established Getting large numbers of
Urban area - 85 miles Course. Environmental Studies problem due to parent elective for Year 12s and students to do the course
south of Brisbane. for lower academic Year | parking behaviour. Board approved. (e.g. include practical driving
Yideotapes: 12s; 4 periods per week component) because it is

1500 students.

Senior Subject teacher
(Geography).

"Road Worrier” {excellent)

"Driving Blind" (very good)

"Case for Trial; Driver"
(excellent)

for 8 weeks.

. Subdivides Teachers

Handbook into topics
and uses scparate folders
for each.

. Teachers who take the

course have been
accrediied,

. As a final activity/

excursion get driving
cxperience on a Go-Kart
track.

Some road safety taught
in Year 8 (bicycle safety)
and Year 9 (road safety
and drugs and alcohol}.

only an elective.
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Table 36
SECONDALRY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government School - Student Driver Education In 1988, used the Parents very supportive The PASS program was I. Only a small number of
Urban area - north of Course. strategies and materials of the use of the PASS very successful and 15 now teachers are involved in
Cairns, Marlin Coast. included in Plan a Safe materials. incorporated as a compul- the course.
Alcohol and Drug Strategy (PASS) sory course at each year
1100 students and Education videotapes. provided by the level from Years 8-12. 2. Itonly deals with drink-
71 staff, Queensland Alcohol driving aspects of road
and Drug Program Unit. safety.

. Taught as an intensive

one week course to atl
Year 10 Students.

. All teachers involved

given a 1 day inservice
on PASS before using
the materials,

Student Driver
Education course not
taught currently but
will be incorporated
into a new Year 8-12
programme on
Personal Development.




Table 37

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achi¢vements Problems

Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Primary school in suburb | Road Safety Curriculum Road safety integrated Parents via School Council| Strong parent/teacher Integrated approach 1o road
of Adelaide, Policy. into school curriculum, supported financing of support and interest in safety occurs mainly at

bike track, road safety via the bike period when bike ed occurs.
Formerly 500 students, Social Education Bike Ed programme: track.
now only 300, Curriculum, 1 hr per wk over 8 wks Parents supported several Not all staff supportive of
for Grades 3-7; or publicity drives for Key teacher (road safety) road safety.
Has a concrete bike track | Roadswork iniensive 1 hr per day children to wear bicycle maintains a high profile
on school grounds over 2 weeks. helmets (although not for road safety in the Divigions within staff over
complete with portable Qut and About compulsory even when schools the importance of bicycle
signs and battery-operated Key teacher (road safety) using bike track). helmets,
traffic lights. Yideotapes - coordinates activities and
"It's a bike" helps other teachers where | Parents helped to build a

This was financed by "It could be you" necessary. special enclosure for bikes
school council, subsidised on the schoal grounds,
by local council, some Signs and Posters (FORS)

funding from local
service clubs.

(S.A. Edncation Depart.)

use the bike track on
weekends.

Parents and their children
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Table 38

POLICE DEPARTMENT DRIVER EDUCATION UNIT
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Name of Personnel Major Achievements Problems
Organisation Involved Activities
Police Department Driver Sergeant and 4 officers, Four hours (2 x 2) of instruction Establishes rapport between 1. There is no opportunity for
Unit located in Adelaide, provided to Year 11 or 12 police and students, follow-up activities.
and officers travel to all high 1 full salary paid by insurance students.
schools in the state company and 4 cars supplied. Alerts students to 2. No attempt is made to
(govemment and non-govern- A mulii media presentation which responsibilitics and skills interrelate presentations with
ment) consists of: involved in driving vehicles. other road safety activities.
4  driver attitudes and
defensive driving techniques 3. Teachers are not directly
(including a video). involved in the presentations.
b) alcohol and drugs, laws and
driving (including a video). 4. Some students see it simply
¢y distribution of book as a public relations exercise.
"The Complete Dnver's

Companion”




Table 39

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROAD SAFETY CENTRE

Name of Personnel Major Achievements Problems
Organisation Involved Activities
Local Government Road Safety 1 Coordinator and up to 20 1. Provide 1 1,2 hour sessions Very popular with primary 1. Running cosls are ever-
Centre located in a suburb of volunteers to do the following: to groups of 15-30 children. school children and icachers, increasing.
Adelaide. a) instruct small groups of Provide 3 of these sessions The coordinator is considering
children (especially 5-7 yr each day. Involves a number of local charging children 50c each
Partly funded by a service group olds). Three volunteers are assigned volunteers. in 1990,
and by the Department of b) do cycle maintenance. to each group.
Transport. Format includes: The coordinator receives 2. Itis difficult to maintain

Police deparmment also involved
in some lectures.

a) orientation walk.

b} class presentation and
video.

¢) activities on the bike
track and BMX track
(6 different skills areas).

2. Saturday programmes to

5-8 year olds.

3. Vacation Student Driver

Education programme -
2 114 day course.

This is for high school
students and uncmployed
youth,

support from a number
of agencies.

sufficient numbers of trained,
competent volunteers.
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Table 40
SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achicvements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
High school in Student Driver Education . Uses a strong visual Arranges visits to local The teacher has The teacher does not
industrial suburt of media emphasis. institutions and retailers developed a wide- receive full credit for
Adelaide. Road Safety & Driver on topics related to driver ranging course that his contact hours.
Education (SA) Includes driver ed. education, integrates well with
Over 500 students with theory and practice e.g. Car Wash oiher subjects. No other teacher on the
high percentage of NESB | Road Traffic Code within a Driver Ed/ Court House staff has become involved
students and families Transition Ed semester Students gain signif- although one other has
receiving assistance. The Complete Driver's unit (4 periods a week). icantly in attitude done the training.

Companion
Pic-a-Pak (5A)
Inside Information (Mobil)

Dual conirol car provided
by local GMH dealer.

Extensive personal library
of slides, photographs,
newspaper clippings,
brochures.

Yideotape:
"Drinking, Driving,
Surviving”

. Itis aregistered subject

available to Year 11
students.

. Does 4 periods a week

for 5 weeks for the
theory unit followed
by 10 hrs per student
of practical driving
(2 students in a car
at a time).

development.

Ethnic students have
gained especially in
confidence and in
interaction with others,
especially through the
excursions and visits.

Approx. 20 students
each year do the course
- very high demand

for it.




Table 41

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Large High School, Student Driver Education . Student Briver . Local car dealer . The teacher responsible The teacher only receives
southern suburb of Notes (NT) Education course provides dual control achieves high level of about half credit for
Adelaide. available as an elective, cars. tapport with students, his contact hours.
Road Traffic Code is a registered
1100 students, secondary (SSABSA) . Parents very supportive.| 2. A very successful Only one teacher has
The Complete Driver's subject (Years 11 & 12)) Local press do feature personal development undertaken the 2 week
Companion (based on Q.) articles on the programme to develop instructor's course,
11 theory sessions of programme. positive attitudes about
Dual control car provided 1 hr each. road safely and sound
by GMH dealer on roster 11 practical sessions drving skills.

basis between 3 high
schools,

Yideotapes:

"Driver Training Series”
(5A)

"How to Drive Serics”
(SA)

Inside Information; Mobil
"Pic-a-Pac" (SA)

Driver Education Review
Book for students.

of 100 mins each.
Concurrent theory and
practical sessions.

. Upto 3 siudentsin a

car at a lime,

Times for practical
driving arranged at
lunch times and after
school.

. Popular with students,

40 students each year
do the course.
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Table 42
KINDERGARTEN
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Kindergarten in a "Health Education Teacher takes children No specific activities. The children are very aware
residential suburb of Syllabus” (Tas.) on community visits of the need for road safety,
Hoban. "Health Education twice a week and
Syllabus” (W.A.) practises road drills,
82 children {morning and Out and Abouwt, pedestrian behaviour,
afternoon groups). Preschool
They have talks on
Pamphlet and posters a) behaviour in cars.
(FORS). b) wearing scat belis.
¢} crossing the road.
Fully operational traffic
lights and crosswalks The RSO visits the
set up in playground as school regularly.
per a Traffic Centre.




Table 43

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
A small primary school Out and About Teach road safety 1. Parcnts are very A very small, closely knit Children may experience
in arural arca in incidentally. supportive. community. problems with road
southern Tasmania. Pamphlets distributed safety when they move
by RSO. In one class (Grades 2. Recently concemed No immediate problems to larger schools when
29 students, K-2) do incidenial about log trucks in with road safety. they reach high school
RSO provided on loan teaching of it, some the area. age.

"Safe Cycling" videotape
(Qld)

themes in Social
Science, use of Ow!
and About.

In other class (Grades
3-6) is taught
incidentally through
eXcursions.
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Table 44
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Malerials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government primary Qut and About In K, Prep, Grades Parent-ieacher group School-based health Dangerous pedestrian
school of 212 students 1-4, teachers developed Health education programme. areas near school.
(K-6) in a residential Posters and pamphlets concentrate on road Education programme
suburb of Hobart. distributed by RSO's. signs, pedestrian (incloding road safety). Demanding action from Teachers in Grades 14
behaviour, walks, council re footpaths and doing little on road
Vital Signs games. Parents agitating for crossing attendants. safety.
(Manin Educational) more footpaths, cross-
In Grades 5-6 sessions walk attendant. Active road safety
in bikes. Use RSO to teaching in Grades 5 and
do sessions on bikes, Parents busy-bees to 6.
road safety talks and produce play equip-
poster competilion on ment, BMX track,
helmet use. skate-board area.

Teacher extends this
to include unit on
bikes as machines.

Parents want a swap-
shop to allow smaller
and larger helmets to
be swapped.

By parent demand,
thc wearing of bike
helmets by cyclists
ig likely to become
compulsory.




Table 45

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government primary Out and About . RSO visits school 1. Previous Principal 1. Road safety was a high 1. Parents cause traffic
school in an urban area 2-3 times cach year, notified parents that priority — not so high congestion after school,
of Hobart. Charts and pamphlets all children riding bikes this year under a new
made available by Road . Teachers do follow-up to school must wear principal, . Teachers se2m (o leave
382 children. Safecty Officer (RSO). and themes which helmets. maost of road safety 10

involve road safety.

. Some lessons tanght

using Out and About.

. RSO checks crosswalk

and bike riding
behaviour of children.

. R8O sets up road

safety displays in the
school.

. Previous principal senl

numerpus newsletters
home about road
safety.

the RSO,
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Table 46
PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOQOL

172

School Curriculum Matenals Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Non-government school Out and About . Out and About Parents concerned about | 1. Teachers and parents Little activity at secondary
P-11 in outer suburb of Predriver Education used in Prep and youth problems such as are very aware of road level apart from predriver
Hobart. Grades 14. Also reckless driving, safety. education.
Videotapes: integrate with other drinking and drugs.
310 stdents. "Road Worrier” subjects and incidental Parents strongly . Some active involvement
About 50% come by bus. "Road Skills - Driving discussion. Games support RSO with by primary school
Skills" have been developed. predriver education and teachers.
"Roadworthy™ drug education program
"You and Your Bicycle" . RS0 does 2-3 tatks initiated in 3rd term
(RACT) each year with each 1988.

Pamphlets from RSO on
helmets.

class, This year the
topic is bike safety.

A unit "Transition and

' Life Education” is taken

by all Year & and 10
students.

Predriver education is
taken by RSO 2 hours
per week for 8 weeks.
Class teacher is in the
room and assists.

Parents initiate
complaints about bus
drivers from time to
time.




Table 47

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curmculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific Schooel- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Well established Pamphlets and posters . All Year 10 students Nil. 1. Girls enjoy the course 1. Teachers are not
governmenl girls school distributed by RSO for do driver education for and gain considerable provided with relief
of 550 students in a driver education, 1 term, self-confidence. teachers during
suburb of Hobart. practical days. They
8 Lectures given by 2. Teachers enjoy being must prepare lessons

" RSO 1o six Year 10

groups over 3 month
peniod.

Practical driving
lessons given by 6
teachers to all those
who pass the thcory
test.

. Girls also receive road

safcty in Consumer
Stwudies and a "Leading
and Coping in the
1980s" course.

involved in the practical
sessions.

for their colleagues to
take in their absence.

. Causes major

interruptions to the
timetable.
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Table 48
PRIMARY SCHOOQOL
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School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government primary Careful Cobber . Have a bike awareness Bike trailer is stored at . Careful Cobber 1. Other demands on
school in a small country | Bike Ed (Years 3-6) policy. Shire. popular and used with teachers e.g. "Safe
town 30 km from Roadswork it visits to DECA. House".
Shepparton and DECA (2 copies) . Run "Bike Ed" over 12 parents involved in
centre. 12 weeks in Term 2 "Bike Ed". . "Bike E4" — done it for
Pamphlets from RTA with 2 teachers. 2 years — skills of
200 students. (Vic). Used bike track marked children improved.
. One theory lesson and out on carpark at Shire
Use "Bike Ed." trailer. 1 practical lesson each Community Centre. . Have a bike awareness
week with class divided program for all children
into 2 groups of 15. Have special meetings K-6.
{class teacher and P.E. with parents to discuss
specialist) local road safety

problems.




Table 49

PRIMARY SCHOOQOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Catholic primary school Careful Cobber . Taunght 1 hour each . Three parents trained in Children more carcful 1. Traffic congestion after
in a small country town Bike Ed (Years 4-6) afternoon for 8 weeks. "Bike Ed". in riding bikes. school.

30 km from Shepparton
and DECA centre,

112 students.
7 school buses.

Roadswork kit

. Have road test in 9th

week,

. Regular class teachers

do the theory. Two
trained teachers do the
practical.

. All classes do road

safety themes while
"Bike Ed" is being
taught.

. Community concern

about road congestion
after school,

Attempts by Council to
slow down traffic but
proposals {e.g. speed
humps) not implemented.

2. Problems of a split

campus and the need
for children to cross
the road to the school
oval.
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Table 50
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Feamres Community Features

Government school Roadswork . All grades actively 1. Parents very supporlive| 1. School staff have made 1. Parent involvement has
inner city suburb, Streets Ahead involved with road but few involved in a major commitment tQ been minimal so far.
Melbourne. Bike Ed. II safety. "Bike Ed". road safety.

Out and About
400 students. . Use Out and About 2. School sends home . Have had access to out-

Have access to a Bike Ed. Level II with P-6 newsletters about road side funds to provide

trailer. grades. safety to parents. curriculum materials,

"Operation Aware" (self- . Use Bike Ed. I 3. Children take home . Staff consider road

COncept) programine. intensively, 2 hrs day certificates if complete safety behaviour of

Careful Cobber for 2 weeks in Term I Bike Ed course. students has improved

Games (Grade 5-6) and Term

- Metcon Traffic Game 1T (Grade 3-4).

- Junior Metcon

- Cycletron Bicycle . Streets Ahead taught

Safety Game in Year 3, 5 and 6 and

FORS posters integrated with other

RACY booklets for subjects.

learner drivers.

(Additional school funds

available from fund-raising

[Bingo])




Table 51
PRIMARY SCHOOL

School Curricutum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Govemnment school Bike Ed. 1. Two trained teachers 1. A small group of Concentrated on bike An extra responsibitity (0

urban area of Melbourne, | Roadswork work with 15 children parents are active ed. over last 2 years. handle all bookings for
Streets Ahead at a time. Specialist supporters of "Bike and maintenance of the

200 students. FORS pamphlets. teachers (P.E., art) lake ed". . The school was chosen bike trailer.

their classcs during in 1988 to be the feature

Bike trailer is housed at these times. school for a video on Rental charges of $10 per
school and loaned out to bike ed. week are probably too low
other schools. 2. Do 2 lessons per week and should be $30 per week.

over 8 wecks.

3. A parent assists cach
group.

4. Bike track is marked in
2 arcas of playground.

5. The teachers integrate
bike ed into maths,
language and social
studies.

The school has a Road
Safety week each year.

. Road safety behaviour

by students has
improved.
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Table 52
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Primary school in an Bike Ed . Children use their own Parent volunteers used . "Bike Ed" has been
urban area of Melbourne. Roadswork is used bikes. Vests provided with "Bike Ed". taught at the school for
with Year 3. by Mothers club. 5 years.
230 students. Newsletters used to
. Used with Years 5 & 6. inform parents about . All children who ride to
"Bike Ed". school and park in
. Community police visit school ground have to
at beginning of course Parents club have been wear a bike helmet.
to check bikes. strong supporters of
"Bike E4". . Parents very supportive
. Course takes 10 weeks, of "Bike Ed".
Local bike shop

. Use other resources

e.g. "Two wheels,
One Life" slides.

. Police present

certificates at assembly
to all children who
passed the course.

proprietor comes Lo
school to give talks on
bike maintenance.




Table 53

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achigvements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Special education school Bikes and vess are used . Has own traffic school . Volunteers helped . Very good for teaching Some children with severe
in urban area of similar 10 those available complete with complete the centre children how to travel disabilities unable to
Me¢lboume., from RTA Bike Ed electrically operated (.. electrician). independently. participate.
trailers, traffic lights, railway
40 children. crossings, pedestrian . Children do a lot of . Children very
crossings. community walks to enthusiastic.
practise pedestrian
. Children are given class skills. . Itis hired out to other

lessons about road
rules prior to using the
traffic school.

special education
schools,
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Table 54
SECONDARY SCHOOQOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Urban area, Melbourne, Statistics on road safely . In a Year 10 Geography Adjacent to congested Students interested in Not possible to system-
from RTA. class on "Future Issees” highways. topics. atically teach road safety.

Large high school with examine alcohol and

950 students. Videotapes: road safety.

"You and your bicycle”
(RACY)

"Teenagers, Alcohol and
Road Safety” (RTA)
"Driver and the Road" kit
"Drinking, Driving,

Surviving”

. Use statistics for

discussion sessions
and to discredit many
myths.

In Year 10, Science
class do a topic on
"Driver and the Road".

. Road safety also tanght

in Legal Studies in
Year 9 and in Years
11 and 12.




Table 55

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Large high school in Roads and Traffic . An elective "Road 1. School is close to Studcnts in the course Difficult to get teachers to

outer metropolitan arca
of M¢lbourne,

1360 swdents.

Survival Trails
Road Signs (RTA)

Education™ is available
to Year 9 studenis for
1 semester.

. Small numbers this

year — may gain in
popularity.

busy roads — a number
of wraffic hazards.

2. A curriculum

committee decides
elective subjects.

enthusiastic.

include road safety in the
wraditional subjects.
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Table 56
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features

Primary school located Bike-Fd (W.A) Allroad safety and Bike-Ed | School Council involved in| The school has a six year Increasing traffic hazards
in suburban dormitory programmes coordinated policy formulation and history of coordinated around school.
area south of Perth. Kangaroo Creek Gang by Deputy-Principal. planning. programimes in Road

Kit - includes Bike-Ed Safcty and Bicycle One teacher (Deputy-
450 students Gr. 1-7. {not used) General road safety School principal is a Education. Principal) trained in Bicycle
40 pre-primary students. programme taught in member of a community- Education.
22 staff, Out and About (FORS) Years 14 based upon based committee about to Bicycle helmet scheme

kits placed in each Year Out and Abour kit. take initiatives in a locally | deemed to be successful. Some reluctance on the

3-7 classroom. Six thirty-minute lessons coordinated road safety part of class teachers to

during term 2, programme. Practical/advisory support undertake the Bike-Ed,

Posters available from for teachers at a very high trainers’ course.

resource centre - mainly Year 5 students receive level.

W.A. Bike Safety 25 lessons on Bike Ed,

e.g. cycling; scheduled over three terms,. All road safety education

traffic signs. is planned centrally.

W.A. Health Education
Syllabus.

District Resource Centre
Centre audio-visual
materials.

Years 6-7 students mainly
involved in teacher planned
activities based upon Gut
and About and the W.A,
Health Education

Syllabus.




Table 57

PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Featurcs
Large primary school Bike Ed (W.A) Road safety education School Council actively The school has a four-year Severe traffic hazards on
Iocated 20 km south-cast based upon the K-7 Health | involved in policy history of planned road children's routes o school.
of Perth near to a major K-7 Health Education Education Syllabus is formulation and planning. | safety education sponsored
highway. Syllabus. undertaken by all class by the principal. One teacher (P.Ed.)
teachers. Interest in the development specialist trained in Bicycle

490 students (K-7)
25 staff

Posicrs and other resource
materials available from
the District resource centre
and WA, Bicycle Safety
Council,

General road safety kits
Out and About —

6-8 30-minunte lessons
in Term 2.

Attempts are made to
involve parents in
activities for K-2 year
levels.

Bicycle education is
undertaken by the P.Ed.
specialist with students

in years 5-7. This
involves up to 10 sessions
in Term 2.

of a community-based
road safety training
facility.

Within school support for
leachers at a very high
level.

Al road safety education
is monitored by the
principal.

Bicycle helmet scheme
continually promoted and
monitored. Deemed to be
successful, All regular
cyclists wear helmets to
school.

Parent/school council
involvement at a high
level, especially in the
promotion of bicycle
helmets and negotiations
about the establishment
of a training facility.

Education.,

Principal, with an active
interest in road safety
education retired in July
1989,

Problems of releasing
teachers for Bike Ed
training due to other
competing demands and
lack of finance for relief
teachers.
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Table 58
PRIMARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Malerials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Communitly Features
Non-government primary | Bike Ed (Vic) Teachers are following Very superficial attempt to | The teacher taking Bike-ed
school located in middle- the road safety in each teach Bike-ed. is not trained. She was

class area, west of Perth.

360 students Gr.1 - 7
50 pre-primary stndents.

18 staff,

Kangaroo Creek Gang Kit
includes Bike-Ed (Not used)

What Safety Means to Me
(Telecom Aust. & NS.C.
of W.A)) includes a
number of pamphlets on
bike safety and restraints.

A few books on bicycles.

A lot of posters from
Traffic Authority (Canberra)
and W.A. Bike Safety,
e.g. Crossing roads
between parked cars.
walking on roads.
playing ncar roads.
traffic signs.
cycling.
being visible.
helmets.

W.A. Health Education
Syllabus.

year level as set out in
the W.A. Health Syllabus.

Yrs 4-7 are teaching some
bike ed from the Vic. kit,

Only Year 7s do any riding
skills in the playground
and on the road. This is a
sequential programme.

Yr 7 programme:
3 x 1 hr theory lessons in
class.

2 x 1 hr riding skills of
which each child has about
1/2 hr on road with a
police Bike-Ed officer.

attempting to teach the
skills with very little
knowledge herself,




Table 59

SECONDARY SCHOOL
School Curriculum Materials Specific Teaching Specific School- Achievements Problems
Location and Size Available Features Community Features
Government High School School-based officer Each officer joins in An officer handles specific | Officer has been accepted 1. Itis difficult to accept
in a low socio-economic programme. various school activities student behavioar by most students. He has all the invilations to
suburb of Perth. including: problems and this usvally { a) improved respect for teach various topics.
Potice constable based at a) staff meetings. involves home visits to police.
110¢ students. the school and is available | b) yard duty. parents. b) defused a lot of serious 2. His visits to feeder
3 days per weck. For 2 ¢) coachcs a sporting siudent problems, primary schools
days a week he visits 8 team. ¢} been well accepied by inlcrrupts his work at
feeder primary schools. d supervises excursions staff, the high school,
and camps.

Materials availabie from
the Community Education
branch include

Out and Abowr (FORS)
Constable Care (NSW)

Yideotapes:

"Drinking, Driving,
Surviving”

"You Just Don't Care”

"Young Driver Survival”

“Live to Ride”

The officer negotiates with
teachers about lessons he
might teach including
those on;

a) Law

b) Vehicle Maintenance
¢) Technical Arts

& Science

3. He has no telephone in

his office.
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Appendix 1

Checklist for
CASE STUDY SCHOOQOLS

1, Name of School

2.  Principal / Contact person

3. How many teachers are involved in road safety?

4. (a) Isthere a person responsible for road safety?

(b) If so, does he/she divide courses into year levels?

5. How is road safety material received?

what 1s it?

from where?

who distributes it?

6. Teachers' use of the material
(a) part of one subject / integrated

which subjects (is there duplication at secondary school?)
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(b) included in programs

() aone-off project

(d) incidentally

(e) school based for all classes

What consultancy / advisory services available

Are they used at your school?

How often?

Have any teachers been involved in professional development

workshops etc?

Who conducted professional development workshops?

Where?

Which activities were successful?

Why?
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Which activities were unsuccessful?

Why?

9. Who else gets involved apart from teachers?

e.g. parents? how?

community groups? How effective?

attitude of principals and teachers to parent involvement?

10. Are particular year levels more heavily involved than others?

Which ones? Why?

What is the attitude of students to the course?

Don't have equipment? Behaviour problems?
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Classroom Practices

10. What teaching strategies mainly used?

Any reasons for these?

Any teaching strategies which should be avoided?

12. Which activities taken outside classroom?

Any problems with these?

13. Time factors — how much is allocated by school?

is it adequate?

14. Do teachers have preferred source of materials?

Which ones? Why?
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15. Are all parts valuable or just some parts?

e.g. audiotapes, singing tapes
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