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Ministerial Submission
MS20-000531

To: Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts, the Hon Paul Fletcher MP 
(for decision) 

Subject: Application for export permit for the RSV Aurora Australis.

Critical Date: Routine - ASAP .

Recommendations for Minister Fletcher: That you  
1. Note the information provided in this brief, including the export permit 

application (Attachment A), the significance assessments by two 
registered expert examiners (Attachments B.1-B.2), the recommendation 
of the National Cultural Heritage Committee (the Committee) 
(Attachment B.3) and another significance assessment supplied by the 
Aurora Australis Foundation (Attachment D)

2. Determine whether the RSV Aurora Australis (the vessel) is an Australian 
Protected Object (APO) Class B under the Protection of Movable Cultural 
Heritage Act 1986 (the Act) 

3. If you consider the vessel is an APO Class B, decide whether to grant a 
permit or whether you are inclined to refuse to grant a permit, for its export 
(subsection 10(5) of the Act) 

4. If you are inclined to refuse to grant an export permit for the vessel, agree 
to give the applicant the opportunity to make further representations for 
procedural fairness reasons outlined at Attachment C. 

Minister’s Signature:…………………………………………………… 

Noted / Please Discuss 

APO Class B/ Not an 
APO Class B 

Permit Granted / Permit 
to be Refused / N/A 

Agreed / Not agreed / 
N/A 

Date:…./…./ 2020 

Minister’s Comments Quality Rating

1. Very Poor 
2. Poor 
3. Satisfactory 
4. Good 
5. Excellent

Purpose:
1. To seek your consideration of and decision (or preliminary decision) on the export permit application 
from P&O Maritime Services Pty Ltd (P&O) for the vessel.
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Key Issues: 
2. On 8 July P&O submitted an application for a permit to export the vessel (Attachment A), at the 
same time stating its view that the vessel was not an APO. APOs are subject to export control under the Act.

3. Objects that are APO Class A cannot generally be exported from Australia, but objects that are APO 
Class B can be exported with a permit issued by the Minister in certain circumstances. An object is an APO 
Class B if it fits into one of the categories of Class B objects listed in the National Heritage Control List (the 
Control List) at Schedule 1 to the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Regulations 2018 (the 
Regulations). The Control List lists the objects that constitute the movable cultural heritage of Australia.

4. Section 10 of the Act includes particular statutory matters that the Minister must have regard to in 
making the decision. . 
These requirements are detailed at Attachment C  

.

5. The application has been assessed by two registered expert examiners, who concluded that it was an 
APO Class B (see Attachments B.1 and B.2). One expert examiner recommended a 
permit be granted, while the second expert examiner recommended a permit be refused. 
An unsolicited significance assessment from a party not registered under the Act was provided by the Aurora 
Australis Foundation which supports (in effect) a permit refusal (Attachment D).

6. On 28 July the application and registered expert examiner reports were considered by the Committee. 
The Committee agreed the vessel was an APO Class B and recommended the refusal of a permit. The 
Committee’s recommendation and an outline of its consideration is included in Additional Information and 
provided at Attachment B.3.

7. Once the outcome of your consideration of its application is known, we will advise P&O 
accordingly. If you agree to grant a permit, we will provide you with a permit and notification letter to P&O 
for signature. If you decide you are inclined to refuse to grant a permit, we will first afford procedural 
fairness to P&O, and brief you further following the outcome of this. 

Sensitivities: See Additional Information

Financial Implications: N/A

Background/Issues: See Additional Information

Communication/Media Activities: N/A

Consultation: P&O and Legal Services Branch – Communications and the Arts 

Attachments:
Attachment A: Application, POMS covering letter, and Appendix  
Attachment B: Significance Assessment 1, Significance Assessment 2, and Committee recommendation  
Attachment C: Legal advice – making the decision  
Attachment D: Aurora Australis Foundation commissioned significance assessment and history 

Contact Officer: Ann Campton
Position: Assistant Secretary 
Branch: Collections and Cultural Heritage 
Phone/Mobile: (02) 6271 1144 /  

Cleared by: Dr Stephen Arnott PSM 
Position: First Assistant Secretary 
Branch Office for the Arts 
Phone/Mobile: (02) 6241 1313 /  

Instructions for MAPS: Please contact the contact officer once the Minister has considered the brief 

Responsible Adviser: 

Distribution CC List: Simon Atkinson, Pip Spence,  
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Additional Information:

The vessel is an icebreaker class cargo and passenger vessel, constructed by Carrington Slipways Pty Ltd in 
Newcastle, NSW, and launched in 1989. It is the only icebreaker built in Australia. The vessel is owned by 
P&O and was in service from 1990 to 2020 under charter to the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD), 
carrying cargo and passengers between Hobart and Antarctica. That charter ceased in March. 

Stakeholders 
On 26 June, Mr Andrew Wilkie MP, Member for Clark, wrote to you expressing concern that the vessel was 
about to be sold to Argentinian interests (MC20-007815). Mr Wilkie requested that you exercise the Act to 
“at least allow for a comprehensive heritage assessment to be completed for the vessel.” He suggested if the 
vessel was found to be of significant heritage value, there were a number of proposals for other uses.  

While not identified in the letter, Mr Wilkie may be referring to the Aurora Australis Foundation (the 
Foundation), a not-for-profit organisation that has been recently established with the stated aim of: 
preserving and protecting the vessel as a ship of national significance; providing access to the vessel to share 
its story and the experience of being on board; and promoting awareness of Australia’s work in Antarctica. 
The Foundation would like to convert the vessel into a tourist attraction (such as a museum, and potentially a 
hotel), but has not secured any funding from any level of government or third parties for such purposes. It 
has also suggested that the Australian National Maritime Museum (ANMM) should acquire and maintain the 
vessel. The ANMM has advised it was separately approached by P&O and indicated it had no interest in 
such an acquisition. It has, however, been advising the Foundation of the likely costs of maintaining and/or 
converting the vessel based on its own experience with large vessels. 

Application  
In light of the correspondence and press reports raising similar concerns, the Office for the Arts contacted 
P&O on 29 June to indicate that the vessel had come to our attention as a potential APO and that an export 
permit may be required under the Act. On 9 July, P&O submitted an application, but at the same time stated 
it did not belief the vessel was an APO. The Appendix to the application includes a list of material on pages 
59-66 that P&O is willing to gift or loan to a collecting institution to assist in preservation of the vessel’s 
cultural heritage. The material mostly consists of books, prints and plaques and would not appear to have 
substantial heritage value (but has not been separately assessed). 

The vessel is currently berthed in Hobart in a ‘hot layup’ condition, which means it is out of service but can 
be mobilised at short notice.  

. 

The application indicates the vessel’s current market value is  
 

. 

The vessel has been marketed for sale globally for the past 24 months and P&O has advised since submitting 
the application that it remains open to any offers for the continued operation (as opposed to the scrapping) of 
the vessel.  

 
 The Foundation has publicly suggested the Argentinean Government is a 

potential buyer for polar resupply operations based on some information it was forwarded from Argentina. 

Significance Assessments 
Following consultation with the Committee chairperson, this application was assessed by two expert 
examiners:  (Attachment B.1); and  

 (Attachment B.2). 
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Expert examiner found that the vessel is an APO under Part 4 – Objects of Applied Science or 
Technology of the Regulations on the basis that it is: an object of object of scientific interest and an object of 
water transport; it is of significance to Australia; it is of Australian origin and was made in Australia at least 
30 years ago; and it is not represented in at least two public collections in Australia by an object of 
equivalent quality.  

Some of the key points of assessment are as follows: 
 The vessel has some significance to Australia given the importance of the work it facilitated for the AAD 

over thirty years. 
 From a technical and engineering perspective, the vessel does not incorporate any special design or 

technology that is unique or significant.  
 The vessel is associated with a notable activity, being Antarctic exploration. However, its activities were 

relatively routine and devoid of significant historical events.   
 The scientific information and photographic records associated with the vessel are considerable, but may 

be considered as a separate detachable entity to the ship. 
 With an adequate set-up and maintenance budget, the vessel could be interpreted for display. However, 

the cost of conversion and ongoing maintenance and preservation would be considerable and there is a 
significant risk that if high levels of funding could not be generated on an ongoing basis, the vessel 
would deteriorate and become a liability. 

 Antarctic stories and themes could be interpreted more efficiently by an on-shore museum display, such 
as at the Maritime Museum of Tasmania, using models, samples of equipment and photographs. 

 There are no similar objects to the RSV Aurora Australis in any Australian collection.   

recommends that a permanent export permit should be granted for this vessel as its permanent 
export would not significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia.  

Expert examiner also found that the vessel is an APO under Part 4 of the Regulations (for the same 
reasons as ). He also found that it meets the criteria under Part 9 – Objects of Historical 
Significance on the basis that it is: an object relating to exploration; is associated with a person, activity, 
event, place or business enterprise, notable in Australian history; is at least 30 years old; and is not 
represented in at least two public collections in Australia by an object of equivalent quality. 

Some of the key points of assessment are as follows: 
 The vessel is rare as it is the only icebreaker built in Australia. 
 It is historically significant because of the critical role it played in Australia's Antarctic research 

program, with over 150 research and resupply voyages. Antarctic scientists attribute much of their 
success over the past three decades to the capability provided by the vessel. 

 As a research platform, the vessel supported activity including oceanographic research, East Antarctic 
Marine Census, and biological surveys identifying new species. The vessel's scientific work is evident in 
on-board research laboratories and krill tanks, helicopter deck and specialised equipment for trawling 
and collecting specimens. 

 The vessel is of social significance to researchers and crew, and also to the Hobart community with its 
distinctive high-visibility orange having been part of the Hobart seascape for the past 30 years. 

 The vessel’s history, particularly events such as fires on-board and rescues, is recorded by the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority. As a research vessel, extensive records are held by the AAD with detailed 
reports on each voyage. 

 Historic vessels can be major attractions for museums. However, the scale can also present challenges. 
Maritime museums around the world face substantial costs to preserve vessels. On many occasions they 
look for other collections of objects and other ways to explore the histories those ships represent. 

has recommended that a permanent export permit should not be granted for the vessel as its 
permanent export would significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia. 
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National Cultural Heritage Committee 
The Committee considered the application and noted: 
 The vessel is an APO under both Part 4 – Objects of Applied Science or Technology and Part 9 – 

Objects of Historical Significance of the Regulations. 
 The vessel has an extremely rich cultural heritage value arising from its contribution to advances in 

scientific research and to Australia’s endeavours under the Antarctic Treaty. 
 Although built in Australia, the vessel is not of special technical interest as a vessel. Its significance lies 

in its historical value and its social value for Hobart and for the people who sailed on it. 
 The vessel has the potential to tell the story of the work and achievements of Australia’s Antarctic 

Research program in a comprehensive manner. 

The Committee recommended that a permanent export permit should not be granted for the vessel as its 
permanent export would significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia. Attachment B.3 provides 
more information on the Committee’s consideration of this matter. 

Legal advice 
Advice from Legal Services Branch – Communications and the Arts  

is at Attachment C.  

Additional significance assessment 

Independent of the statutory process, the Foundation commissioned a significance assessment and history of 
the vessel. There is no legislative requirement to have regard to unsolicited information of this type, and 
these documents have not been considered by the Committee. The significance assessment does not address 
all the statutory matters that would be expected in an assessment provided by a registered expert examiner, 
and also makes reference to other statutory schemes which are not applicable. That said, both documents are 
provided for your information at Attachment D as they may nevertheless contain factual information of 
relevance. 
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Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 

Application for a Permit to Export a  

Class B Object 

Guidance for Applicants 

Important information for applicants 

This document contains the form for the making of an application for a permit to export a Class B 

Object (Export Permit) under the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 (the Act) Your 

application must be completed in this form in order to be processed. 

We will process your application in accordance with the Act and the Protection of Movable Cultural 

Heritage Regulations 2018 (the Regulations). The standard timeframe for processing applications is 

between 8-10 weeks. 

Provision of complete and accurate information will allow your application to be processed as quickly 

as possible. Please complete an application form for each object that you are wishing to export.  

What is an Export Permit? 

Australia’s movable cultural heritage is protected by our laws. The Act and the Regulations protect 

Australia’s movable cultural heritage by creating a framework for the regulation of the export of 

‘Australian Protected Objects’ (APOs). 

There are some Australian Protected Objects (APOs) that you are not permitted to export (Class A 

objects). 

There are other APOs for which you need a permit to export the object lawfully (Class B objects). That 

permit may by subject to conditions contained in the permit. 

The National Cultural Heritage Control List (the Control List) sets out the criteria for determining 

whether an object is an APO and whether something is a Class A object or a Class B object. 

An Export Permit granted under the Act only authorises the export of a Class B object from Australia 

for the purposes of the Act. There may be other laws or restrictions which apply to the export of the 

object. Exporters are responsible for ensuring that they meet all other export permission requirements 

for private and commercial purposes. 

Supporting documentation 

You must provide clear colour photographs of the object(s). Further information on these 

requirements can be found in Part B of this application. 

You may provide any further additional information to support your application, including magazine 

articles, valuations, and sale listings. 

Attachment A

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C01056
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018L01710
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018L01710
https://www.arts.gov.au/what-we-do/cultural-heritage/movable-cultural-heritage/exporting-cultural-property-australia/national-cultural-heritage-control-list
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Privacy and use of information 

An application for a permit must be in the form approved by the Minister for Communications, Cyber 

Safety and the Arts under the Act. In order to process your application, we need to collect some of 

your personal information through this form (such as your name and contact details). The Act also 

specifically requires a person applying for a permit to provide an address in Australia for the service of 

notices. 

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications (the 

Department), which administers the Act, will use this information to progress and communicate with 

you about your application, and to otherwise administer the Act. If you do not provide the information 

requested, the Department may not be able to process, communicate with you about, and notify you 

of the outcome of, your application. 

The personal information you provide may be shared with the Minister for Communications, Cyber 

Safety and the Arts, persons holding or occupying a number of Senior Executive Service positions in 

the Department, and other Departmental officers who are involved in dealing with your application. 

Your application is also required under section 10 of the Act to be shared with expert examiners and 

the National Cultural Heritage Committee for assessment in accordance with the Act. Your personal 

information will be redacted prior to sharing your application with expert examiners and Committee 

members. 

The Department will not otherwise disclose your personal information to any third parties, other than 

where disclosure is permitted or required by law. Do not provide personal information of any third 

parties, for example the owner of the object/s, without their permission and understanding.  

For further information about our privacy obligations (including in relation to how to access or correct 

personal information or make a complaint) and our contact details for privacy matters, please see the 

Department’s Privacy policy. 

All other information provided in this application form will be treated as confidential and will not be 

further disclosed except to the extent required in order to administer the Act or by law, a Minister or 

the Parliament. 

False and misleading information 

Giving of false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995. 

Penalties may apply for the making of false or misleading statements in, or the giving of false 

information in connection with, your application. 

You should ensure that the information included in your application and any documents you provide 

are complete and accurate to the best of your knowledge. 

How to lodge your application 

We prefer applications to be submitted by email to movable.heritage@arts.gov.au; however you may 

also post your application to us at GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601. 

For assistance please call 1800 819 461.

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
https://www.communications.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2020C00120
mailto:movable.heritage@arts.gov.au
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Permit to Export a Class B Object—Application Form 

As approved by the Minister under s 10(2) of the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 (the Act) 

Part A 

Applicant details 

Title: 

First name: 

Surname: 

Organisation:  P&O Maritime Services Pty Ltd (POMS) 

Address:  GPO Box 88, Melbourne,  

State: Vic 

Postcode:  3000 

Country: (see note below) Australia 

Telephone:  

Mobile: 

Email: (see note below) 

Relationship to the object: 

☒ Owner 

☐ Authorised agent 

☐ Potential buyer 

 

If you are not the Owner, please confirm that you have authority to apply for this Export Permit: 

☒ Yes 

☐ No, please provide reason       

If you are not the Owner, please provide details of the Owner if known: 

Title: N/A 

First name: N/A 

Surname: N/A 

Organisation:   

Address:   

State:  

Postcode:   

Country: (see note below)  

Telephone:   

Mobile:    

Email: (see note below)  

s47F
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Note: Section 13A of the Act requires the provision of an address in Australia for the service of notices. 

You may update this address at any time by giving notice in writing in the same manner as you 

submitted this application. 

Note: The Department will correspond with you in relation to your application, including providing the 

outcome of your application and any reasons for decision, via the email address included in your 

application form, unless you indicate another preference.  

 

If your application is approved, who should the Export Permit be issued to? 

(For example; John Smith, or John Smith’s Auction House) 

Part B 

Object details 

 

Description of the object 

What is the name of the object? Aurora Australis  

What is it? (For example, a painting or a stamp) Icebreaker class cargo and passenger vessel  

What size is it? 94.80 metres LOA 

 20.30 metres Maximum Beam 

 10.45 metres Moulded depth amidships 

What age is it? 31 years old 

When was it made or found? 1989 

Who made or found it? Carrington Slipways Pty Ltd 

What is the current market value?  

Origins of the object 

Where was it made or found? It was constructed in Newcastle, New South Wales 

If it was not made or found in Australia, what year did it come to Australia? N/A 

 

 

Give details of any publications in which it has been listed or photographed (if applicable) 

We set out below a brief list of some of the publications in which the Aurora Australis has been listed 

or photographed.  

Through Fire and Ice by former Deputy Voyage Leader and scientist, Sarah Laverick.   

Sophie Scott Goes South by Alison Lester  

Breaking the Ice by Tim Bowden  

s47F
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History of Aurora Australis by the Aurora Australis Foundation 

 

Photographic requirements 

See attached appendix A  

• You must provide clear colour photographs of the object. The object should be clearly visible and 

identifiable. 

• Where the object has a serial, chassis or engine number, photos of this identification must be 

included. If the number is not accessible an alternative method of identification such as a pencil 

rubbing of the compliance plate is acceptable. 

• A clear scan of a photograph of the object published in a book or catalogue is acceptable. 

• For natural science objects, a photo of the actual specimen, or in the case of a collection, a 

representative sample must be included. 

• For very large collections, a photo of the most significant object as well as a photo of a 

representative example of the collection must be included. Large collections may be inspected. 

• The department may request further information, including additional photographs, or access to 

view the object, in order to accurately assess the significance of the object. 

 

History and provenance of the object 

Does it have any distinguishing marks or numbers?  
(For example; permanently fixed accession number, serial or consignment number, or engine number, indelible manufacturer’s name, 

mark or model, engraved name, signature, visible damage and/or repair).  

IMO Number 8717283 

Named Aurora Australis 

Lloyds Register Ice Class 1A Super Icebreaker  100A1   LMC UMS DP (CM) 

Engine capacity 

 

Single transverse bow and 2 retractable azimuth stern thrusters 

 

Main:              1 x  Wartsila 12V32D 4500kW / 6000HP 

                        1 x Wartsila 16V32D 5500kW / 7400HP 

Auxiliaries:    2 x Wartsila 6R22 900kW 

                        1 x Wartsila 4R22 600kW 

 

 

Please outline all details of the history and provenance of the object within your knowledge 
(For example; details of the object’s provenance and who may have owned the object(s) before you or its association with a significant 

Australian person, place, activity, business or event).  

The vessel was commissioned P&O Polar Australia Pty Ltd and constructed by Carrington Slipways Pty 

Ltd in Newcastle, New South Wales.  

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
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The vessel was launched in 1989 and was in continuous service between 1990 and March 2020 under 

a charter to the AAD. During this period, the vessel has performed in excess of 140 voyages carrying 

cargo and passengers between Hobart and the Commonwealth's manned and unmanned assets in 

the Southern Ocean and Antarctica. 

The vessel has a crew complement of 24 and the capacity to carry up to 51 TEU containers and a total 

cargo weight of 1900 tonnes of cargo weight (including up to 1.10 mega litres of cargo fuel) and 116 

passengers.   

The vessel is currently berthed in Hobart and maintained by POMS in "hot layup" condition which is a 

term to describe the situation were a ship is out of service but can be mobilised into service at short 

notice.  

  

Please provide any other information which may be relevant to assessing the importance of the 

object to Australia’s cultural heritage 

(For example; its rarity, importance, or extent to which similar objects are already represented in Australian public collections)   

Whilst the Aurora Australis is the only ice breaker class vessel built in Australia, the essential elements 

of its design are not remarkable nor does the vessel provide a "discernible differentiation between 

present knowledge of cultural heritage and that which would exist if measured hypothetically, such an 

object was not present or available to the public". 

The vessel was designed by Wartsila Marine Industries Inc of Finland in collaboration with P&O 

Australia Ltd.  

The hull design and ice breaking capability are typical of a vessel of this type and were not the subject 

of any awards or specific recognition.  

The vessel was fitted out for the specific requirements of the AAD (with respect to the carriage of 

cargo and passengers), which chartered the vessel from shortly after its completion in 1990 until 

March 2020. See page 67 of the Appendix for the vessel specifications.  

 

Permit history of object 

Have you ever previously applied for an Export Permit under the Act for this particular object? 

s47
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☐ Yes – Permanent Export Permit 

☐ Yes – Temporary Export Permit 

☒ No 

 

Has an Export Permit for this object ever previously been applied for by anybody else? 

☐ Yes  

☒ No 

☐ Unknown 

If you answered ‘Yes’ to either question above, was a permit granted? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No – a Letter of Clearance was issued 

☐ No – the application was withdrawn 

☐ No – it was refused 

 

If you responded with ‘Yes’ please provide the Export Permit reference number: 

      

 

If you responded with ‘No – a Letter of Clearance was issued’ please provide date it was issued: 

      

 

If you responded with ‘No—application was withdrawn’ please provide the date of withdrawal: 

      

If you responded with ‘No – it was refused’ please provide the date it was refused: 

      

Part C 

Complete this part if you wish to export the object permanently. 

 

Why do you want to export the object permanently?  

☐  Object sold to a person overseas 

☒  Proposed for overseas sale 

☐  Gift / bequest to a person or institution overseas 

☐  Owner is relocating overseas 

☐  Other 

 

Please provide more information:  

  

 

If your application is approved, what is your planned export date? 

Month: July      

Year: 2020      

s47G
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Is there anything else you would like to advise us about the planned export date, for example is 

there an upcoming auction date?  

The AA is a commercial vessel that provided a service to the AAD under a long term charter and is to 

be replaced the RSV Nuyina which has been described as "Australia’s new state-of-the-art icebreaker".  

The commercial basis for POMS' procurement of the AA came to end with the conclusion of the 

charter to the AAD. 

As noted already, since being redelivered by the AAD, the Aurora Australis has been maintained in 

"hot layup" by POMS   

The vessel has been marketed for sale globally via shipping networks and shipbrokering channels over 

the past 24 months.   

 

 

 

  

When expert examiners, the National Cultural Heritage Committee and the Minster or the delegate 

consider your application, they are required to have regard to any ethnological, archaeological, 

historical, literary, artistic, scientific or technological reasons why your object is of importance to 

Australia, or to a particular part of Australia.  

The Minister or the delegate are not able to grant an export permit for the permanent export of 

the object if they are satisfied that the object is of such importance to Australia, or a part of 

Australia, for those reasons, that its loss to Australia would significantly diminish the cultural 

heritage of Australia. 

Please outline any reasons why you think the permit should be granted taking into account these 

considerations:  

Without wishing to trivialise the value of the services that the Aurora Australis has provided during its 

30 years on charter to the AAD, it is a commercial vessel that carried cargo and passengers to and 

from Antarctica and may continue to operate commercially.  In our submission, it is the work of the 

scientists that the Aurora Australis carried rather than the vessel itself that is "significant to 

understanding Australian national heritage", 

We also refer to the attached letter received on 8 July 2020 from the Honourable Peter Gutwein, 

Premier of Tasmania in which he notes, among other things, that "Since the earliest days of Antarctic 

shipping, many icebreakers have visited Hobart and the Australian Antarctic program has operated a 

range of vessels for its supply and scientific voyages" and it is not his "role to interfere in your 

commercial activities and to halt your plans for your assets".     

A further reason why the export of the Aurora Australis will not diminish the cultural heritage of 

Australia is because the vessel's owner is willing to gift and loan an array of material that has been 

removed from the vessel before its export. We have included at page 59 in the Appendix to this 

application a list of material that P&O Maritime is willing to gift or loan to a "Collecting Institution" to 

assist in any preservation of cultural heritage that the vessel may have. 
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Please sign and date this form on the last page at Part E. 

 

Part D 

Complete this part if you wish to export the object temporarily and then return it to Australia. 

 

Why do you want to export the object temporarily?  

☐  Appraisal or valuation 

☐  Owner temporarily relocating overseas 

☐  Repair, restoration or conservation 

☐  Research  

☐  Exhibition 

☐  Other 

 

Please provide more information:       

 

If your application is approved, what is your planned export date? 

Month:       

Year:       

If your application is approved, when is the object expected to return to Australia? 

Month: July  

Year: 2020 

Unknown 

When expert examiners, the National Cultural Heritage Committee and the Minster or the delegate 

considers your application, they are required to have regard to any ethnological, archaeological, 

historical, literary, artistic, scientific or technological reasons why your object is of importance to 

Australia, or to a particular part of Australia. 

Please outline any reasons why you think the permit should be granted taking into account these 

considerations: 

We refer to the matters raised in Parts B and C above.       

 

Part E 

Your statement 

 

I understand and agree that: 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
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• if an Export Permit is granted, that permit may be relied on only for the export of the object(s) or 

collection described in the permit; 

• if an Export Permit is granted, it does not provide authority to export the object otherwise than 

under the Act; 

• where an Export Permit is refused, the name of the object(s), any unique identifiers such as serial 

numbers, and the reasons for refusing export, will be entered into the Prohibited Exports Register. 

The department may also seek your agreement to include any photographs that you have 

provided. 

I declare that all information given in this application is correct. 

 

Signed: 

Date:  8 July 2020 
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P&O Maritime Services Pty Ltd 
ABN 59 004 232 679 

Level 4, 70 City Road 
Southbank   Vic   3006 

GPO Box 88 
Melbourne Vic 3001 
 
Telephone: +61 3 9254 1600 
Facsimile: +61 3 9696 9550 
www.pomaritime.com 
 

Telephone: +61 3 9254 1600 

Facsimile: +61 3 9254 1658 

Http://www.pomaritime.com 

 
 

 
Director  
Cultural Property / Collections and Cultural Heritage Branch 
Office for the Arts 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
2 Phillip Law Street,  
Canberra, ACT 2601 
 
8 July 2020 
 
 

Dear  

 
Proposed sale and export of "Aurora Australis" 

 

We write to you in respect of P&O Maritime Services Pty Ltd (POMS) proposed sale of the research 
vessel "Aurora Australis" (IMO: 8717283) (AA) and in this regard refer to your emails dated 29 June 
2020 and 1 July 2020 concerning the potential for the AA being an Australian Protected Object  (APO).  

We also refer to our informative and helpful teleconference on 2 July 2020.  

Background to proposed sale and export of Aurora Australis 

As we explain in greater detail below, the AA is an ice breaker class cargo and passenger vessel that 
was constructed in 1989 and commenced service under a charter with the Commonwealth's Australian 
Antarctic Division (AAD) in 1990.  

In March 2020, the AAD's charter of the AA concluded. Since being redelivered by the AAD, the AA has 
been maintained in "hot layup" by POMS  

  

The vessel has been marketed for sale globally via shipping networks and ship brokering channels over 
the past 24 months and we remain open to any offers that would be made for the ship.   

 
 
 

  

Aurora Australis is not an APO 

Notwithstanding that the AA is: 

i. over 30 years old; 

ii. an object of the kind mentioned in clause 4.4 of the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage 
Regulations 2018 (Cth) (Regulations); and 

iii. was constructed in Australia,1  

 
1 Specifically at the Carrington Slipways in Tomago, New South Wales 
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we respectfully submit that the AA does not meet the "significance to Australia" test as it is not an object 
of a kind that is of "importance to Australia … that its loss to Australia would significantly diminish the 
cultural heritage of Australia".2  

Without wishing to trivialise the value of the services that the AA has provided during its 30 years on 
charter to the AAD, it is a commercial vessel that carried cargo and passengers to and from Antarctica.  
In our submission, it is the work of the scientists and other Antarctic expeditioners that the AA carried 
rather than the vessel itself that is "significant to understanding Australian national heritage".3       

We note that upon receipt of an application to export an APO, an Expert Examiner will be appointed 
under section 23 of the Act to report to the National Cultural Heritage Committee (NCHC) for the 
purpose of assisting the NCHC and the Minister or his delegate in determining whether or not the object 
is "of significance to Australia".  

The information provided below is directed at assisting the Expert Examiner and the Minister in their 
consideration of the AA's status.  

For the sake of completeness, please note that aspects of the information and material referred to below 
and the contents of the accompanying application contain commercially sensitive details and should be 
treated on a commercial-in-confidence basis. 

Construction of Aurora Australis  

The AA was constructed by Carrington Slipways Pty Ltd's shipyard in Newcastle.  

Carrington Slipways constructed various classes of vessels including the Lady - Class Ferry and First 
Fleet - Class ferry, and various naval vessels, none of which to our knowledge have been classified to 
be an APO.  

The AA's keel was laid on 28 October 1988 and the vessel received its certificate of registration in 
1990.4  

The vessel was constructed off the back of a long term charter to the AAD for the carriage of cargo5 
and passengers6 to the Commonwealth's manned and unmanned assets in the Southern Ocean and 
Antarctica.7  

The vessel was also fitted with research laboratories for the work performed by scientist passengers.  

Aurora Australis' design and construction 

The AA is an ice breaking class vessel that was designed by Wartsila Marine Industries Inc of Finland 
in collaboration with P&O Australia Ltd.  

The hull design and ice breaking capability are typical of a vessel of this type and were not the subject 
of any awards or specific recognition.  

 
2 Section 10(6) of the Act 
3 Paragraph 2.2 of Guidelines for expert examiners under the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 (Cth)  
4 See enclosed Certificate of Registration and International Tonnage Certificate 
5 Up to 51 TEU containers, a total cargo weight of 1900 tonnes, including up to 1.10 Mega litres of cargo fuel 
6 24 Crew and 116 passengers 
7 Davis Station, Macquarie Island Station, Casey Station, Mawson Station and Macquarie Island Station which represents 
Australia's manned assets in the Southern Ocean and Antarctica. 
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The vessel was fitted out for the specific requirements of the AAD (with respect to the carriage of cargo 
and passengers), which chartered the vessel from shortly after its completion in 1990 until March 2020.  

The AA is 88.26 metres in length, has a beam of 20.30 metres and a moulded depth amidships to the 
upper deck of 10.45 metres.  

The vessel's gross registered tonnage is 6,574 tonnes and a deadweight tonnage of 3,911 tonnes.  

Aurora Australis' current maintenance costs 

The AA is currently in "hot layup" which is a term to describe the situation were a ship is out of service 
but can be mobilised into service at short notice.  

Aurora Australis is not of "significance to Australia" for the purposes of the Act and Regulations 

Regulation 2(1) of the Regulations defines "significance to Australia" as:  

significance to Australia, for an object, means the object is of Australian origin, has substantial 
Australian content, or has been used in Australia, and: 

(a) is associated with a person, activity, event, place or business enterprise, 
notable in history; or 

(b) has received a national or international award or has a significant association 
with an international event; or 

(c) represents significant technological or social progress for its time; or 

(d) is an object of scientific or archaeological interest. 

In our submission, AA does not meet any of the criteria listed in Regulation 2(1). 
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When considering the concept of "significance to Australia", the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) 
has looked in part to the object's economic impact and also the relative "importance" of the object.  

In Re Hooper and Minister, Dept of Environment and Heritage9  which concerned an application to 
export a 19th century McLaren Steam Traction Engine which had been denied by the Minister, the AAT 
considered the concept of "significance" in some detail stating that:  

"… significance must be taken to mean the quality of having importance in the current context. It may 
be described as how unusual or remarkable the object is. The criterion for determining whether an 
object is “significant” might be viewed in terms of the degree to which it departs from what is common 
knowledge. It is what informs people of national historical development and which is not otherwise 
obtainable. “Significant” also implies a discernible differentiation between present knowledge of cultural 
heritage and that which would exist if measured hypothetically, such an object was not present or 
available to the public." 

In our submission, the AA is not significant in the manner applied in Re Hopper.   

Whilst the AA is the only ice breaker class vessel built in Australia, the essential elements of its design 
are not remarkable nor does the vessel provide a "discernible differentiation between present 
knowledge of cultural heritage and that which would exist if measured hypothetically, such an object 
was not present or available to the public".  

The AA is a commercial vessel that provided a service to the AAD under a long term charter and is to 
be replaced the RSV Nuyina which has been described as "Australia’s new state-of-the-art 
icebreaker".10 The commercial basis for POMS' procurement of the AA came to end with the conclusion 
of the charter to the AAD.  

As noted already, POMS has the opportunity to transfer the AA to another operator that intends to 
continue to operate the vessel and it should not be denied the entitlement to dispose of its commercial 
asset,  

   

We also note the following reference to Australia II in Guidelines for expert examiners:   

AUSTRALIA II 

In 1983 Australia II became the first non-United States challenger to win the 132-year old America’s 
Cup race off Rhode Island. Australia II’s victory was great public euphoria at home and the yacht 
became an object of national pride. The success of Australia II, with its innovative winged keel designed 
by Ben Lexcen, has not faded from Australian memory. 

Australia II has social significance as the winner of a famous yachting victory, representing the sporting 
triumph of Australia over the United States in 1983. It was also the first time the cup had left the United 
States. Its significance for the Australian community was demonstrated by public support for its 
purchase by the Australian Government. The yacht also has historic significance as a specimen of the 
most advanced design of its time. 

The above is a summary taken from Heritage Collections Council 2001 p.33. 

In our submission, none of the above qualities attributed to Australia II apply to AA.   

We also note that the Department's Movable Cultural Heritage Prohibited Exports Register includes a 
luxury motor vessel constructed in 1900 which we understand is berthed at the Australian National 

 
9 [2005] AATA 735 
10 https://www.antarctica.gov.au/news/2018/aurora-australis-contract-extended/  
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Maritime Museum in Sydney, and that  the most recent objects on the Register that fall under Part 4 of 
the Regulations is a World War II Japanese fighter aeroplane, located off Cape York Peninsula, 
Queensland and a pair of wings from a WWII P47 Thunderbolt aircraft located at Duyfken Point, 
Queensland.  

These objects are clearly very different from the AA and based on our research there does not appear 
to be a commercial vessel or commercial object of applied science or technology constructed in the 
past 75 years on the Register.  

We also refer to the attached letter received on 8 July 2020 from the Honourable Peter Gutwein, Premier 
of Tasmania in which he notes, among other things, that "Since the earliest days of Antarctic shipping, 
many icebreakers have visited Hobart and the Australian Antarctic program has operated a range of 
vessels for its supply and scientific voyages" and it is not his "role to interfere in your commercial 
activities and to halt your plans for your assets".11     

Aurora Australis memorabilia  

POMS has an extensive catalogue of photos and other memorabilia that cover the AA's 30 years of 
service to the AAD and is prepared donate or lend certain of these items. These are set out the Appendix 
to this letter and include a picture of the Aurora Australis II.12  Aurora Australis II (AAII) is a small 
workboat that was built to work with AA and support Antarctic cargo operations.  AAII is 9.81m long and 
has beam width of 3.6m. 

 
 

 

In our submission a historic record of the vessel and its service can be more adequately preserved and 
accessed by this material.  

It also should be noted that that the Australian National Maritime Museum, which is considered the only 
institution capable of looking after a ship like AA, is not interested in taking it on. 

Conclusion  

For the reasons set out in the letter and the accompanying application we submit that the AA is not an 
APO. However, should the Minister disagree and determine that it is, we request that an export permit 
should be granted. 

Should you have any queries arising from the matters we have addressed above, or require any 
additional information please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully 

P&O Maritime Services 
 

 
11 See page 57 of Appendix 1.  
12 See page 58 of Appendix 1. 
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21 Marine Walk Street, Hythe, Kent, CT21 5NW, UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 1303 261868   Fax: +44 (0) 870 442 5293   Email: info@centurymar.com 
Website: www.centurymarineservices.com 

 
 

Tug & Offshore Vessel Brokers and Valuers 
 

Registered in England No. 4302821 
Registered Office: 495 Green Lanes, Palmers Green, London, N13 4BS, UK 

VAT No. 788479840 

1 

P&O Maritime Services Pty Ltd 
GPO Box 1720 
Hobart TAS 7001 
Australia           15th June 2020 
 

Dear Sirs 
 

“AURORA AUSTRALIS” 
Polar Research and Supply Vessel 

Built: Australia 1990 
Classed Lloyds Register Ice Class 1A Super Icebreaker +100A1 + LMC UMS DP(CM) 

LOA: 94.91m x Beam: 20.35m 
2 x Wartsila Medium Speed Diesel Engines totaling 13400 HP coupled  

to a single CPP  
 

Thank you for your instructions to value the above vessel. 
 

After due consideration, we are of the opinion, as brokers, that the open market 
value of the above vessel on the basis of an assumed prompt ‘as is, where is’ 
charter free delivery between a willing buyer and a willing seller in Hobart 
Tasmania as of today is around: 
 

 This Valuation is provided to you subject to our Terms & Conditions provided 
overleaf.  
 

 
Signed:  
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CENTURY MARINE SERVICES LTD - TERMS & CONDITIONS 

 
1. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to these Terms & Conditions: 
 
“Client” The party commissioning the Valuation. 
 
“Contractor”  Century Marine Services Ltd, its servants, agents and 

any parties contracted by Century Marine Services Ltd 
in connection with the Services. 

 
“Loss”  Loss or damage in contract, or tort under statute or 

otherwise, suffered by the Client (or any other party) 
howsoever arising from or in connection with the 
Services, the Valuation or these Terms & Conditions. 

 
 “Services”  All activities relating to the production of the Valuation. 
 
“Valuation”  Figure provided by the Contractor, subject to 
 Clause 4. 

 
2. Applicability 

These Terms & Conditions are applicable to any provision of Services 
to the Client by the Contractor 
 
3. Services 

The Contractor will carry out all activities to the best of its knowledge 
and ability and in accordance with professional standards.  

 
4. The Valuation 

Any advice, opinion, statement of expectation, forecast or 
recommendation, including the Valuation, supplied by the Contractor 
shall not amount to any form of guarantee of that figure and is supplied 
solely for the Client’s benefit and for information only. 
 
The Valuation relates solely to the date upon which it was issued.  
 
The Valuation is not to be relied upon by any third party without the 
Contractor’s prior written approval. Reliance by any third party is 
subject to these Terms & Conditions. 
 
5. Inspection 

If the Client or any third party (as agreed under Clause 4) relying upon 
this Valuation intends to act upon this Valuation then this party should 
first satisfy itself by inspection of the vessel(s) or otherwise as to the 
correctness of the particulars given. 
 
6. Information 

All particulars used by the Contractor are sourced from information 
provided to the Contractor and such other information as the Contractor 
may have compiled from sources that the Contractor reasonably 
believes to be accurate and reliable at the date of the Valuation. The 
Contractor does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of this 
information. Clients are reminded that Contractors have not undertaken 
to carry out physical inspection of the vessel(s) or their class records.  
 
7. Permission to Transmit  

This Valuation may not be sent or otherwise transmitted to any third 
party without prior written permission of Contractor and in the event 
such permission is given it shall be given on the strict understanding 
that the Valuation be treated as illustrative only and not otherwise relied 
upon.  

8. Liability 

NOTE: THE BELOW CLAUSES LIMIT THE CONTRACTOR’S 
LIABILITY TO THE CLIENT 
 
If an error is made as a result of the Client providing incorrect or 
incomplete information, the Contractor is not liable for any resulting 
Loss. 
 
The Contractor’s aggregate liability for Loss, howsoever the Loss is 
caused, including if caused by the Contractor’s negligence (but not if 
caused by the Contractor’s willful misconduct) is fully excluded. 
Without prejudice to the foregoing, in no event shall be the Contractor’s 
liability for Loss be larger than ten times the fee paid by the Client for 
these Services.  
 
9. Scope of Services 

The Contractor does not provide, nor should this Valuation be 
considered as, investment advice. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
Valuation and these Services are not be construed as legal, tax or 
accounting advice nor to be relied upon or otherwise used for the 
purposes of raising debt or equity. 
 
10. Time for Suit 

Any claim from the Client or any other party in respect of Loss suffered 
as a result of, arising from or in connection with the Services or these 
Terms & Conditions, must be made within two years of the date of the 
Valuation giving rise to the claim.  
 
For the purposes of this clause, a claim shall be made when court 
proceedings are commenced. 
 
11. Indemnity of Contractor against Third Party claims 

If there is any claim made or threatened against the Contractor by a third 
party as a result of, arising from or in connection with the Valuation or 
these Services, the Client agrees to fully indemnify and hold harmless 
the Contractor against any Loss.  
 
12. Third Party Rights 

A third party who is not a party to these Terms & Conditions shall not 
have any rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 
to enforce any term of this agreement. 
  

13. Severability 

Each clause or term of these Terms & Conditions constitutes a separate 
and independent provision. If any provisions of these Terms & 
Conditions are judged by the relevant courts to be void or 
unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and 
effect. 
  

14. Entire Agreement 

These Terms & Conditions set out the entire agreement and 
understanding between the parties in connection with the Services. 
  
15. Law and Jurisdiction 

These Terms & Conditions shall in all respects be subject to and 
governed by English law and all disputes arising on any basis from or 
under the Terms & Conditions shall be subject to the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the English courts, to the express exclusion of all other 
courts and jurisdictions 
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Index to Documents in Appendix A 

Page Document Description Date of document 

3-4 Registration Certificate (General Register) 4 January 2018 

5-6 International Tonnage Certificate 29 January 1990 

7-8 Photo of model of Aurora Australis Undated 

9 Photo of Aurora Australis II Undated 

10- 56 Photos of additional equipment on the Aurora 
Australis 

10 June 2020 

57 General Arrangement Plan of Aurora Australis Undated 

58 Letter from the Premier of Tasmania 8 July 2020 

59-66 List of material removed from on board the Aurora 
Australis and willing to be loaned  

Undated 

67-258 Vessel Specifications for Aurora Australis Undated 
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Additional Equipment on the Aurora Australis  as of 10/06/2020 

AFT CTD Winch with approximately 5kms of 6.7mm data cable 

 

FWD CTD Winch with approximately 5kms of 6.7mm data cable
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Fast Rescue Craft 7.5 meter Norsafe Magnum 

 

 

 

 

Inflatable Rubber Boat BRIG Model C8 
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Trawl Deck, Net drum and 2 tugger winches 

 

 

 

Trawl deck Oceanographic winch with approximately 880m of evry old 12mm wire

 

 

 

 

 

 

12



 

Stbd Trawl winch with 3933 meters of 22mm RHOL wire 

 

 

 

Port Trawl winch with 3927 meters of 22mm RHOL wire
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Spare anodes 

 

 

Spare anodes onboard the  vessel 

129 of CCE type 1025 Al Anodes with CCE type M clamps and bolts
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Shaft spare on board the vessel. 

 

 

4 propeller blades onboard the vessel 
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Two Spare anchors onboard the vessel., 3540 kg each. 

 

 

Spare steel plate  and bulb bar approximately 35 tonne  
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Spare wires for the cranes. 2tonne, 5 tonne, 25/32 tonne, FRC davit, Gangway and Stern gantry wire. 

 

 

 

Hydraulic power pack. Able to run the 25 tonne or the 7 tonne crane crane in the event of a failure 
there. 
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Spare brow for the bunker door. 8 meters  

 

 

 

Spare brow for the ice door 14 meters 
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Spare brows from above 
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POHC ID PHOTO DESCRIPTION ORIGINAL LOCATION
POHC Comments POML Comments

ITEM PICK UP LOCATION DELIVERY DESTINATION

TBD Book: Sophie Scott goes South signed by author

Alison Lester

295mm x 235mm

Hobart Office
Bookshelf

Keep to display with print P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
The Marine Board of Hobart May 1990

150mm x 200mm x 30mm

Bridge Presented  to ship 1990 in maiden season P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD 3/50 print by Alison Lester Arts Fellow on one voyage.
This print has some monetary value.

620mm x 470mm x 20mm

B Deck Stairwell P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Scarf
From Japanese Expedition.

900mm x 900mm
Scarf Folded : 300mm x 100mm x 30mm

B Deck In capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo Albums 2x Books

Est. 300mm x 250mm x 100mm

B Deck In capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book
1990-91 Australian Antarctic Program 

175mm x 245mm x 20mm

Hobart Office
Bookshelf

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML/ OSSA
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book
Antarctic Treaty Exchange Information
1990-91

175mm x 245mm x 20mm

Hobart Office
Bookshelf

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML/ OSSA
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBC Barometer

250mm x 250mm x 100mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Sextant Cassens & Plath GMBH
11293

Closed Box: 170mm x 320mm x 320mm

Bridge (cupboard) P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Penguin
Made by Doug Hawes 

80mm x 70mm x 70mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Recognition of evacuation of 52 passengers from Russian vessel, 
Akademik Skokalskiy on 2nd January 2014

150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD J.G McRedie oil painting
This painting has some monetary value.

920mm x 770mm x 30mm

B Deck UCR P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

P&O Maritime Logistics

Aurora Australis Memorabilia
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TBD Clinometer

est . 300mm x 250mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo Mawson

305mm x 220mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo
Accom vessel for Malampaya Rig in Philippines 2000 

305mm x 220mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Frame Image from Article
Framed extract of article featuring Master, Capt Les Morrow

225mm x 170mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book Antarctic Fishes
Presented to the vessel by the author.

360mm x 260mm x 30mm

B Deck In capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo Huskies and Sled

440mm x 520mm x 30mm

E Deck Mess Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed photo and Plaque “Me and my Dog“

320mm x 460mm x 30mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift Photo 

280mm x 320mm x 30mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Canvas Print Vessel: L’astrolabe
500mm x 400mm x 35mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Canvas Print Aurora Australis
1010mm x 750mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Canvas Print Aurora Australis
1010mm x 760mm x 40mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo Aurora Australis
560mm x 405mm

Hobart Office POML to allocate - contact Master P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Framed Photo Aurora Australis
860mm x 650mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book
Tasmanian Shipwrecks
Volume 2 1900 – 2012
Graeme Broxam and Michael Nash
245mm x 310mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book
Tasmania, The Antarctic and the Sub Antarctic
Record of proceedings held by Govt of Tasmania on 17-18 Sept 
1996
175mm x 250mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Book
Tasmania, The Antarctic and the Sub Antarctic
Records of proceedings of 2 forums held by Govt of Tasmania 
on 18-19 Nov 1999 and 4-5 May 2000

210mm x 290mm

Hobart Office P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift Plaque / Certificate
International Year of Volunteers 2001 Certificate signed by 
former Prime Minister John Howard

370mm x 280mm x30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Australian Customs  Service National Marine Unit for support 
provided to
Customs and Fisheries during Operation RUSHCUTTER
Apr-May 2003 
250mm x 200mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque Australian Customs Operation Alee
Southern Ocean Maritime Patrol and Response Unit 

180mm x 210mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Presented to AA by Australian Fisheries Management Authority
12 May 2003

170mm x 200mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
University Sans Malaysia 

190mm x 160mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Swedarp 

180mm x 290mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
DS Shirase Captain Peter Pearson
Dec 1998

240mm x 300mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation. Tasmania Parks and 
Wildlife Service

245mm x 245mm x 30mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation. National Institute of 
Polar Research, Japan Dec 2008 – Jan 2009

220mm x 300mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Pacific Sky 

150mm x 175mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Bureau of Meteorology March 2002

200mm x 300mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Ekspedisi Antartika 2002 

160mm x 145mm x 50mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Creswell

Est. 150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Albatross

Est. 150mm x 200mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation. Royal Australian Navy 
Recruit School 

Est. 150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation. 539 Assault Squadran 
Royal Marines

Est. 150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Creswell

Est. 150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque from another organisation.
Albatross
Est. 

150mm x 200mm x 20mm

Bridge P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo/ Poster Aerial ice photo

450mm x 540mm x 20mm

B  Deck In Capt Cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Print 

545mm x 440mm x 20mm

B Deck Captain’s 
Cabin

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo Aurora Australis

820mm x 520mm x 20mm

B  Deck In Capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo Penguins

820mm x 570mm x 20mm

B  Deck In Capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD

Sample Image:

Framed Print
“Bailed Up” By Tom Roberts 1895 950mm x 770mm

B Deck In capt cabin P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Photo Aurora Australis
Est. 650mm x 480mm

B Deck Ch mate 
cabin

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo Aurora Australis
305mm x 220mm

B Deck Door of 
mates cabin
1st Officer B1

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Photo Aurora Australis
450mm x 485mm

B Deck Alleyway P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque

Australian Peace Committee

Acknowledgement

360mm x 470mm

D Deck
Cinema

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque
Aurora Australis Circular Quay July 1990 

250mm x 330mm x 30mm 

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque Chung Sing
Wholesale merchants 

130mm x 190mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque
MT Australia Sky Melbourne 1989 

140mm x 180mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque
The Maritime Services Board of NSW 

160mm x 210mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque City of Hobart

140mm x 160mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque Adelaide

130mm x 100mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque Tasmania Fire Service

120mm x 175mm x 20mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque
The Army Maritime School 13 July 1990

140mm x 255mm x 20mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Plaque Hydrographic Service RAN
170mm x 185mm x 20mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque
Indonesian Antarctic Expedition 1996
(double copy on Bridge)
190mm x 240mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque ANARE Club 30 April 1990

240mm x 305mm x 30mm

D Deck Cinema P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Framed Certificate Craziest Dressed Sled Team 2007
Royal Tasmanian Botannical Gardens 

230mm x 320mm x 20mm

E Deck Mess Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo
« Two Aurorae” Davis Voyage 1, Sept 1994
590mm x 410mm x 20mm

E Deck Library P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift Plaque The Magic Canoe
Win Canoe Organisation of AAD 9 July 2013
1330mm x 530mm x 50mm

E Deck Mess Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Frame News Article
The Huskies of Mawson – How they got there
220mm x 500mm x 20mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo Vessel : Xue Long
305mm x 240mm x 20mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Gift plaque
Christmas Greetings from Davis ’90 Winterers
530mm x 420mm x 20mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Plaque ANARE Jubilee 1997

350mm x 520mm x 30mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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TBD Gift Plaque/ Photo
From MV Greenpeace
26/12/1991
360mm x 340mm x 20mm

F Deck
Rec Room

P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006

TBD Photo
MV Greenpeace Crew 

325mm x 340mm x 20mm

F Deck Rec Room P&O Maritime
Hobart Office
Ground Floor, 9 Castray Esplanade
Salamanca, TAS 7004
Australia

POML
P&O Maritime 
Level 4, 70 City Road
Southbank VIC 3006
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1. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

 

Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 

Significance Assessment 

July 2020 

 

Applicant information 

Application reference        

Application type: 

 Temporary export permit application 

 Permanent export permit application 

Object   

Object name or short description Antarctic research and supply vessel Aurora Australis  

National Cultural Heritage Control List 

The National Cultural Heritage Control List (the Control List) is at Schedule 1 of the Protection of 

Movable Cultural Heritage Regulations 2018. The Control List outlines the categories of objects that 

constitute the movable cultural heritage of Australia and are Australian Protected Objects (APOs) 

under the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 (the Act).  

Does the object meet all the APO criteria of at least one Part of the Control List? 

 Yes   No  

Please confirm which Parts/s: 

 Part 1 - Objects of Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage 

 Part 2 - Archaeological Objects 

 Part 3 - Natural Science Objects 

 Part 4 - Objects of Applied Science or Technology 

 Part 5 - Objects of Fine or Decorative Art 

 Part 6 - Objects of Documentary Heritage 

 Part 7 - Numismatic Objects 

 Part 8 - Philatelic Objects 

 Part 9 - Objects of Historical Significance  

Attachment B.2

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018L01710
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018L01710
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C01056
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2. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

The Object is: 

 Class A  Class B   Not an APO  

 

Note: Under the Act, a Class A object that is in Australia cannot be exported from Australia. Class B 

objects may be exported from Australia if a permit or certificate is granted under the Act in relation to 

the object(s).  

Summary  

Provide a brief statement explaining how the object does or does not meet the criteria for being an APO. 

For example: The object is a Class B APO under Part 4, clauses 4.3(a), 4.3(b)(i) 4.3(c) 4.3(d),4.4(a)(i). It is a 

tractor that is of significance to Australia, is of Australian origin and is not represented in at least 2 public 

collections in Australia by an object of equivalent quality.  

The Aurora Australis is the first and only icebreaker to be built in Australia. It was registered in Hobart 

and carried an Australian crew. Under charter, it was the research and supply vessel for the Australian 

Antarctic Division for 31 years. 

It was the platform for scientific research and the lifeline that carried supplies and crews to Australia’s 

four Antarctic stations: Mawson, Davis, Casey, Macquarie Island. It completed more than 150 voyages 

and carried 10,000 scientists and support personnel to Australia’s Antarctic and subantarctic bases. 

The Aurora Australis provided a platform to support Australia’s obligations under the Antarctic Treaty 

System. It supported research for the conservation of the Antarctic environment. It provided a 

resource for joint research programs with other Antarctic nations and at times it was called to the aid 

of vessels in distress. 

Australia holds a reputation as a world leader in Antarctic marine science and has played a major role 

in the history of Antarctica since the Australian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-14, led by Douglas 

Mawson. Antarctic scientists attribute much of their success in breaking new ground in Antarctic 

research over the past three decades to the capability provided by the Aurora Australis. 

The vessel is historically significant because it played a critical role in that national research program 

for 31 years. 

The RSV Aurora Australis meets the criteria under Part 9 – Objects of historical significance.  It is an 

object of the kind mentioned in clause 9.4.(K).  It is an object of historical significance relating to the 

history of exploration, specifically to the history of Antarctic exploration. It is also associated with an 

activity that is notable in Australian history, in this case Antarctic exploration which is notable because 

of the public interest it attracts, the attention it is given as a national research program, and the role it 

has representing Australia under the Antarctic Treaty System. The vessel was completed in 1989 

meaning it is more than 30 years old [9.2(b)(ii)]. As the only icebreaker built in Australia and as an 

Antarctic research vessel the Aurora Australis is a type of object that is not represented in two public 

collections [9.2(b)(iii)].  Consequently, the Aurora Australis is a Class B object. 

 

The RSV Aurora Australis also meets the criteria under Part 4 – Objects of applied science or 

technology. The Aurora Australis is of significance to Australia [4.3(a)]. It is an object of Australian 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
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3. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

origin because it was built at Carrington Slipways in Newcastle [4.3(b)(i)]. It was made more than 30 

years ago as its build was completed in 1989. The Auroa Australis is an object of the kind mentioned 

in item 4.4 and [4.3(d)]. As the only icebreaker built in Australia and an Antarctic research vessel it is a 

type of object that is not represented in at least two public collections in Australia by an object of 

equivalent quality. Objects in this category are Class B objects, and include: [4.4(g)(i)] any object of 

water transport, including a power driven vessel such as the RSV Aurora Australis. 
 

 

 

How was the object examined? 

A brief description, e.g. from photographs, consultation with other experts, archival documents, etc.*  

I have not inspected the ship. This assessment is based on research into the history of the ship along 

with descriptions of the ship provided by plans, photographs and specifications in its registration 

certificate and international tonnage certificate. The large package of information provided by the 

Applicant was very helpful. 

 

Export permit  

Would the permanent export of this APO significantly diminish the cultural 

heritage of Australia?  

 Yes   No  N/A  

 

Provide a brief statement demonstrating how the permanent export will or will not significantly 

diminish the cultural heritage of Australia. 

The export of the research and supply vessel Aurora Australis will significantly diminish the cultural 

heritage of Australia. 

It will mean the loss of a vessel that filled a major role in the history of Australia’s Antarctic territories.  

The Aurora Australis provided critical support for Australia’s four Antarctic bases. It provided a 

platform to support Australia’s obligations under the Antarctic Treaty System. It provided a new 

capability that opened-up new possibilities for research and Antarctic scientists attribute much of 

Australia’s leadership in Antarctic marine science over the past 30 years to the capacity provided by 

the Aurora Australis. 

The ship now stands as a record of that history. It is evident in its robust build and high-visibility 

orange colour scheme and its array of equipment all built to stand against the dangers of Antarctic 

voyaging. Its scientific work is evident in the ship’s onboard research laboratories and krill tanks, 

helicopter deck and specialised equipment for trawling and collecting specimens. Its crew 

accommodation, Husky Bar, lifeboats and emergency hospital room all evoke life onboard for the 

Aurora Australis’ community of researchers and crew. 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/
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4. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

 

 

Would the temporary export of this APO significantly diminish the cultural 

heritage of Australia? 

 Yes   No  N/A  

 

Provide a brief statement demonstrating how the temporary export will or will not significantly 

diminish the cultural heritage of Australia. 

      

 

Do you recommend an export permit be granted?  

 Yes   No  

 

Significance Values 

Provide detailed information under the following categories, to help express how and why the object 

is significant to Australia’s cultural heritage.  

If a category is not relevant to the object, respond with a brief statement indicating why the object is 

not significant under that criteria.  

Historic significance 

This criteria is relevant to all categories under the Act. Consider if the object is associated with any 

notable person, group, event, place or activity in Australia’s history. What does it contribute to 

understanding of a historic theme, process or pattern of life? How does it contribute to understanding a 

period, place, activity, industry, person or event? 

The Aurora Australis was purpose-built by Carrington Slipways at Newcastle for P&O Marine as an 

Antarctic research and supply vessel that would be chartered by the Australian Antarctic Division. 

Completed in 1989 it is the first and only icebreaker to be built in Australia. Through its working life of 

31 years it has been owned by P&O Marine, registered in Hobart as an Australian ship and it carried 

an Australian crew. 

The Aurora Australis is associated with an activity notable in Australian history. It was the principal 

vessel of the Australian Antarctic Division for 31 years. It was the platform for scientific research and 

the lifeline that carried supplies and crews to Australia’s four Antarctic stations: Mawson, Davis, Casey, 

Macquarie Island. It completed more than 150 voyages and carried 10,000 scientists and support 

personnel to Australia’s Antarctic and subantarctic bases. 
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The Aurora Australis provided a platform to support Australia’s obligations under the Antarctic Treaty 

System. It supported research for the conservation of the Antarctic environment; it provided a 

resource for joint research programs with other Antarctic nations and at times it was called to the aid 

of vessels in distress. 

From its inception the ship was a focus of national pride. It was named Aurora Australis when 

launched by Ms Hazel Hawke wife of the Prime Minister and the name was chosen after a national 

competition launched by Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 

The Aurora brought a new capability to Australian research in Antarctica and that capability is evident 

in the design and fabrication of the ship. Sarah Laverick is a biologist and deputy voyage leader who 

worked through five voyages on the Aurora Australis and has now written a history of the vessel. She 

believes  

“Australia’s current reputation as a world leader in Antarctic marine science is directly 

attributable to the Aurora Australis. Her ice breaking capabilities and state-of-the-art facilities 

expanded the reach of scientists and opened worlds never before explored in Antarctica and the 

Southern Ocean. Together the Aurora and her scientists and crew surveyed vast swathes of 

Antarctica and, in the midst of the untempered Southern Ocean and the treacherous realm of 

sea ice, they discovered new species and communities and uncovered surprising oceanographic 

secrets of the deep.”  

(Sarah Laverick Through Fire and Ice: The Adventures, Science and People Behind Australia’s 

Famous Icebreaker Aurora Australis Macmillan 2020 p. 306) 

The ship was able to work in big seas, withstand storms and cut through pack ice; all characteristics 

that enabled scientists to work in conditions and places that were previously inaccessible. It carried 

two helicopters, was equipped with onboard laboratories, tanks for holding specimens such as krill 

and it carried equipment to trawl and film the Antarctic seafloor, collect specimens ranging from 

microscopic organisms to fish, and conduct post mortems on marine mammals. 

Some of the scientific achievements based on the Aurora Australis include: 

 

• First assessment of fish stocks 

• On the Aurora Australis’ first voyage to the Antarctic researchers set up 85 trawl stations to 

study the biology of fish and 96 CTD units to measure the conductivity, temperature and 

depth of water columns in the waters around Heard Island. Importantly, that work was the first 

time anywhere that fish stocks were assessed before any commercial fishing had taken place. 

“And the Aurora, with her commercial trawling capability and impressive sea going abilities, had 

made it possible.” (Laverick p.74) 

 

• First study of an active polynya in an Antarctic winter 

• From August 1999 the Aurora Australis spent four weeks in the Mertz Glacier polynya. A 

polynya is an area of ocean surrounded by sea ice and they are of particular ecological 

significance when they recur at the same time and place each year. The Aurora’s 1999 voyage 
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was the first time a ship had worked in an active polynya in an Antarctic winter and the work 

brought new insights.  “Their research revealed that sea ice can form within this polynya at 

rates of about four to eight centimetres of thickness per day, and that the salt shed by the 

freezing water helps to form dense shelf water, which sinks, eventually forming Antarctic bottom 

water; a deep cold current that traverses whole ocean basins and is crucial to global 

oceanographic circulation.”  

• The work also showed that there was little life in the polynya and it overturned a previous 

theory that polynya were winter havens for wildlife. (Laverick pp. 199-200) 

 

• Surveyed 1.5 million square kilometres of East Antarctica 

• Researchers aboard the Aurora Australis in 1999 completed a survey of 1.5 million square 

kilometres of East Antarctica between Australia’s Mawson Station and France’s base Dumont 

d’Urville. That area represents almost one quarter of the entire circumpolar region. The work 

required the two onboard helicopters to fly 6,000 km and the Aurora Australis to beat its way 

through more than 3000 km of pack ice. (Laverick p. 200) 

 

• Biological survey 

• A five-year program to track seals with satellite tags produced “the most robust estimates of 

crabeater seal abundance in East Antarctica in history.” The project is important in 

understanding seals. But more than that, because seals comprise one third of the total 

predator biomass of the Southern Ocean, the survey’s estimate of approximately 950,000 seals 

provided the basis for estimating how much krill the seals would need to survive. That 

information is critical to the conservation commission in managing the Antarctic krill fishery. 

(Laverick p. 200) 

 

• Oceanographic research 

• The Antarctic Circumpolar Current is the largest current on the planet and the only one that 

circulates around the globe uninterrupted by land. “Through their work on the Aurora, 

scientists learned how strong the ACC really was, and how it could vary with time and location. 

In addition, they came to better understand how the ‘overturning circulation’ in Antarctica 

worked: that is, how water at depth moved from south to north and also mixed in the interior of 

the Southern Ocean. And importantly, the long term studies on the Aurora Australis also showed 

how these two major components of the Southern Ocean Circulation – the ACC and overturning 

circulation – were linked. Scientists began to examine how these currents could be affected by 

climate change, and how these changes in the Southern Ocean in turn further effect 

environmental change.” (Laverick pp. 208-09) 

 

• Identifying new species 

• During the International Polar Year 2007 the Aurora and the Australian Antarctic Division 

worked with France, Belgium and Japan on a Collaborative East Antarctic Marine Census. The 

Aurora focused on the sea floor trawling it with massive sleds. “The results of these trawls were 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/


 
July 2020  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

beyond expectation with species pulled up that had never before been documented; many with 

the characteristic Antarctic feature of gigantism, with sea insects that would normally be less 

than a centimetre long in Australian waters appearing in the Aurora’s nets at over five times 

their usual size.”  

• The research produced other surprises. The international team was amazed by the abundance 

of life filmed on the sea floor. Voyage Leader Martin Riddle described the abundance of life as 

like the Great Barrier Reef. “The sea-bed was 100% covered with living material – colourful 

branching coralline species and gorgonians forming the major lower-storey structure and large 

branching sponges the upper storey. Amongst this were numerous sea-stars, sea-cucumbers, 

crustacea and fish of types as yet unseen.” (Laverick p.213) 

• That marine census resulted in two areas of the Southern Ocean being declared Vulnerable 

Marine Ecosystems and given international protection from fishing. 

 

Those scientific advances were made possible by the technical capabilities of the Aurora Australis. 

Today, the ship contributes to our understanding of the history of Antarctic science. The work it 

supported is evident in its robust build and safety-orange colour both chosen to stand against the 

dangers of Antarctic voyaging. Its scientific work is also evident in the ship’s onboard research 

laboratories, helicopter deck and equipment for trawling and collecting specimens. 

 

Charlton Clark General Manager Operations at the Australian Antarctic Expedition said "The Aurora 

Australis has been the backbone of the Australian Antarctic Program for more than three decades, so the 

vessel has a special place in our history. Over its lifetime, the icebreaker has carried more than 14,000 

expeditioners across the Southern Ocean on over 150 research and resupply voyages.” 

Alxandra Alvaro Aurora Australis saluted as Antarctic icebreaker begins final voyage ABC News posted 

10 Mar 2020  

 

 

Aesthetic significance 

This criterion is most relevant to works of art, craft, design and decorative arts, but may also apply to 

items of technology, mineral specimens or folk art. Consider if the object is well designed, crafted or 

made. Is it a good example of a style, design, artistic movement or an artist’s work? Is it original or 

innovative in design? Is it beautiful, pleasing, or well-proportioned? Does it show a high degree of 

creative or technical accomplishment? Does it depict a subject, person, place, activity or event of interest 

or national significance? 
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Scientific, technical or research significance 

This criterion applies to items or collections of current scientific value, or with research potential such as 

archives, natural history or archaeological collections, or objects that are excellent examples of 

technological innovation. Other objects including works of art may also have research significance. Does 

the object have research potential, and in what way? Do researchers have an active interest in studying 

the object, or do you consider it likely the object will be of interest to researchers in the future? What 

things constitute its scientific or research interest and research value? How is it an example of 

technological excellence and what has its impact been?  

      

 

Social or spiritual significance 

Social or spiritual significance is always specific to a particular, identified group of people. This type of 

significance applies to objects and collections where there is a demonstrated contemporary relationship 

between the object and a group or community. Is it of particular value to a community or group today? 

Why is it important to them? How is this demonstrated? How is the item kept in the public eye, or how is 

its meaning kept alive for a group? Has the community been consulted about its importance for them? Is 

it of spiritual significance for a particular group? Is this spiritual significance found in the present? Does 

it embody beliefs, ideas, customs, traditions, practices or stories that are important for a particular 

group? 

The ship is of social significance to the researchers and the crew who have made voyages to 

Antarctica on the Aurora Australis. On long and hazardous voyages, the Aurora was the expeditioners’ 

home and their safe-haven in a stunning but dangerous environment and expeditioners developed 

strong bonds for their fellow expeditioners and for the ship. 

Gerry O’Doherty was Chief Mate and Master on the Aurora Australis, having started onboard 20 year 

earlier as an integrated rating (able seafarer). Interviewed by the Guardian newspaper he spoke of the 

crew’s affection for the ship.  “I think everybody’s apprehensive. We’re all very attached to the ship and 

to the work it does. The ship is like a second home, and the people are like a second family. Saying 

goodbye to that will be difficult. It’s like our own micro-community sometimes, with people from all over 

the world. It’s a tiny melting pot of humanity isolated in the Southern Ocean.”  

Ruth Dawkin Au revoir Aurora Australis The Guardian Monday 7 October 2019 

 

Dr Kim Ellis Director of the Australian Antarctic Division also spoke of expeditioners’ love for the ship. 

‘In March we bade farewell to our much-loved icebreaker, Aurora Australis. This was an important 

milestone for the Australian Antarctic Program after 30 years of Antarctic service, however the pandemic 

scuppered our plans for a series of farewell events. The Aurora will live on in the hearts and minds of 

those who sailed on her…’  

Australian Antarctic Magazine Issue 38 June 2020 
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There is also evidence that the ship is socially significant to the Hobart community. The Aurora 

Australis has been part of the Hobart seascape for the past 30 years and is certainly distinctive in its 

high-visibility orange paint motoring up the River Derwent and berthed in port. Tasmanian Member of 

Parliament Mr Andrew Wilke said "Every winter, it's been down there defining our sense of place. It 

really is an iconic part of the city. In Hobart we have the mountain, we have the river and we have the 

Aurora Australis." A not-for-profit organisation, the Aurora Australis Foundation, was formed recently, 

in Hobart in early June 2020 with the goal of acquiring and preserving the ship. 

Ros Lehman Last Ditch Bid to Secure Aurora Australis for Floating Museum ABC News posted 6 June 

2020 

 

The Premier of Tasmania Mr Peter Gutwien MP wrote to P@O Maritime about the future of the Aurora 

Australis in July 2020 and the Applicant has included that letter in their application. My reading of that 

letter is that it largely focuses on the practicalities of preserving the ship which are considerations that 

sit outside the question of its significance. Mr Gutwien does write “Since the earliest days of Antarctic 

shipping, many icebreakers have visited Hobart and the Australian Antarctic program has operated a 

range of vessels for its supply and science voyages, including your vessel, The RSV Aurora Australis. 

Many people in Hobart and many former Antarctic expeditioners have grown fond of your ship, as they 

have of other icebreakers in the past, including your previous icebreaker, the RSV L’Astrolabe.” 

Premier Peter Gutwein MP to Mr John Connor July 2020 

 

 

Comparative analysis 

Four comparative criteria are used to evaluate an APO’s degree of significance. They interact with the 

criteria above and may increase or decrease significance. If the item is well documented it will 

generally be more significant. If it is in poor or incomplete condition, it will generally be of lower 

significance. Objects or collections must be significant under one of more of the Significance Values 

criteria above. 

Provenance 

Is the object well documented or recorded for its class or type? Is there a permanently fixed accession 

number, serial or consignment number, engine number, indelible manufacturer’s name, mark or model, 

engraved name or signature? Who created, made, owned or used the object? Is its place of origin well 

documented? Is there a chain of ownership? Is the provenance reliable? How does the provenance shape 

the significance of the object? 

The provenance of the Aurora Australis is very well documented. It was built by Carrington Slipways at 

Newcastle NSW for P&O Marine. P&O registered the vessel in Hobart and chartered it to the 

Australian Antarctic Division over 31 years. The ownership of the vessel is listed on the Australian 

Shipping Register (851245) and the International Maritime Organization (8717283).  

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/
http://www.arts.gov.au/


 
July 2020  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Significance Assessment 

infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au | arts.gov.au 

As an Australian registered ship, a great deal of the Aurora Australis’ history, particularly events such 

as fires onboard and rescues have been recorded by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. 

As a research vessel, the history of the Aurora Australis has been recorded in extensive detail by the 

Australian Antarctic Division with detailed reports on each voyage and scientific reports based on 

research onboard the ship.  

In addition, researchers and crew developed an affection for the ship that has led to a number of news 

articles, radio broadcasts, crew interviews and a book documenting the history of the ship. The 

substantial level of documentation is unusual. It flows from the social significance of the ship and 

contributes to it. 

 

Representative or rarity 

In some cases objects may be both rare and representative. An object that is only representative is 

unlikely to be significant. Does the object have unusual qualities that distinguish it from other objects in 

the same class or category? Is it a good example of its type or class? Is it typical or characteristic? Is it 

unusual or a particularly fine example of its type? Is it singular, unique or endangered? Is it particularly 

well documented for its class or group? 

The Aurora Australis is rare. It is the first and only ice breaker to be built in Australia. It was designed 

and built as a platform for Antarctic research and a supply ship to support Australia’s Antarctic bases. 

That rarity is not just interesting: it is at the heart of the purpose of the ship. The Aurora Australis was 

fitted with specialist scientific equipment such as onboard laboratories, tanks for holding marine 

specimens including krill and facilities for trawling the Antarctic sea floor for specimens. It carried two 

helicopters and accommodation for teams of researchers as well as crew and its hull was designed 

with the strength and shape to cut through pack ice.  

 

 

 

Condition, completeness or intactness 

In general, an object in original condition is more significant than one that has been restored. Based on 

your research and the information and images provided, is it in good condition for its type? Is it intact or 

complete? Does it show repairs, alterations or evidence of the way it was used? Is it still working? Is it in 

original, unrestored condition?  

I have not inspected the ship. The Aurora Australis was in commercial survey in March 2020, four 

months ago. That means it met standards set by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and passed 

inspections to check the condition of the ship and the equipment it carried. Vessel owners P&O 

describe the ship as being in ‘hot layup’ at a Hobart wharf, meaning it is currently out-of-survey but 

can be mobilised into survey at short notice.  
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Interpretive potential 

What stories does the object tell? What themes would it contribute to and how would the object be 

significant to a collecting institution? Does it have any other relationships to objects already held in 

collecting institutions? Does it help to interpret aspects of its place or context?  

The ship is evocative of 31 years of Antarctic research and Antarctic voyages. Its robust hull, high-

visibility orange colour scheme, array of equipment and helipad all identify it as a highly unusual 

vessel, built to withstand extreme conditions. Its onboard laboratories and specimen tanks offer a 

platform to explore scientific research in the Antarctic. Its crew accommodation, emergency hospital 

room and Husky Bar all evoke something of life onboard for the community of researchers and crew. 

The vessel could certainly connect with Antarctic collections in Hobart and the ongoing presence of 

the Australian Antarctic Division. There are also significant Antarctic collections in Adelaide and 

Sydney. 

Historic vessels can be major attractions for museums and there are many wonderful examples of ship 

interpreted with soundscapes, guides, lighting effects and digital interactives. Historic ships can be 

immersive, exciting and truly evocative. However, the scale of historic ships can also present 

challenges.  Maritime museums around the world face the substantial costs of preserving ships. On 

many occasions they look for other collections of objects and other ways to explore the histories 

those ships represent. 

 

 

List details of any other comparable objects 

Provide a list of comparable objects in Australian public collections, including images where possible. 

Comparable includes the same or similar object or content.* 

The Aurora Australis is unique. It is the only ice breaker built in Australia. Museum collections hold 

some small craft such as canvas and timber kayaks used in Antarctica but nothing of the scale of the 

Aurora Australis. 

Include images of comparable objects here or on a separate sheet.  

Please size images to fit a maximum of three to a page with a clear resolution suitable for printing. In 

addition, please label and caption images with the name/description of the object and where it is held. 

We ask that you do not provide links to images without the image itself. 

 

 

Significance to Australia 

A brief statement clearly articulating the level of significance of the object(s) to Australia’s national 

cultural heritage.  

If you are recommending an export permit be denied, you must specifically state how the 

export will diminish Australia’s cultural heritage.  
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The export of the Aurora Australis will significantly diminish Australia’s cultural heritage. It will remove 

a vessel that stands as a record of Australia’s scientific achievements in Antarctic research. The Aurora 

Australis brought new technical capabilities that enabled advances in biology, oceanography and 

glaciology. That work advanced human understanding of the behaviour of ice and currents and the 

marine biology of Antarctica.  

That work stands in a long history of Australian research in Antarctica that extends to Douglas 

Mawson’s research in the Australian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-14. 

The export of the vessel would also mean the loss of a ship that is of particular social significance to 

the community of Hobart and the crew and researchers who voyaged on the ship. 

 

 

Value of object 

 

References 

Reference all sources used to determine the object’s significance and acknowledge any other 

contributions using a recognised referencing format. 

Ros Lehman Last Ditch Bid to Secure Aurora Australis for Floating Museum ABC News posted 6 June 

2020 

Alexandra Alvaro Aurora Australis saluted as Antarctic icebreaker begins final voyage ABC News posted 

10 Mar 2020  

Australian Antarctic Magazine Issue 38 June 2020 published by Australian Antarctic Division 

Australian Register of Historic Vessels  https://www.sea.museum/discover/arhv 

Ruth Dawkin Au revoir Aurora Australis The Guardian Monday 7 October 2019 

Premier Peter Gutwein MP letter to Mr John Connor July 2020 

Sarah Laverick Through Fire and Ice: The Adventures, Science and People Behind Australia’s Famous 

Icebreaker Macmillan, Sydney, 2019 

Information package provided by Applicant including registration certificate, tonnage certificate, 

photographs, plans and vessel specifications 
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Please confirm your contact details 

We protect your privacy in accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) and the Privacy Act 

1988 (Cth). 

Title First name Surname

Institution 

Position

   

Suburb        State        Postcode       

Phone   Email  

 

 

Declaration 

I certify that:  

 I will not disclose the application details to any other parties. 

 the information provided in this Significance Assessment and attached documentation is, to the best 

of my knowledge, true and correct at the time of signing. 

 in assessing this application I have no known conflict of interest. 

 

Expert Examiner signature 

 Date 24 July 2020 

 

 

Please return completed the completed form by email or post: 

Cultural Property Section 

Department of Communications and the Arts 

GPO Box 2154 

Canberra ACT 2601 

Email: movable.heritage@arts.gov.au | Phone: 1800 819 461 
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Expert Examiner Assessment Explanatory 

Notes 
The form will guide you through the statutory requirements in assessing Australian heritage objects. 

For help, contact the Cultural Property Section on 1800 819 461.  

Determining if the object is an Australian Protected Object 

• Does the object meet all the criteria of at least one Part of the Control List identified within the 

Regulations? Note: an object may meet the criteria of more than one Part. 

• For objects under Parts 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8, ‘significance to Australia’ is a criterion that must be 

demonstrated for the object to be classed as an APO. The Regulations define ‘significance to 

Australia’ as follows: 

‘the object is of Australian origin, has substantial Australian content, or has been used in 

Australia, and:  

(a) is associated with a person, activity, event, place or business enterprise, notable in history; 

or 

(b) has received a national or international award or has a significant association with an 

international event; or 

(c) represents significant technological or social progress for its time; or 

(d) is an object of scientific or archaeological interest.’ 

If the object does not meet all the criteria of at least one Part of the Control List, it is not an APO.  

Objects that are not an APO do not require a permit to be exported.  

Assessing if an object should be exported 

For export permit applications, the test that must be met to recommend against an export is whether 

the export of the object would significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia. Two aspects 

must be considered to meet this test: 

• the importance of the object itself; and 

• the importance of the object in the context of Australia’s cultural heritage. 

If, following your research, you consider that while the object is an APO it is not so important in its 

own right or for reasons of context (e.g. there are better representations publically available), that you 

would recommend granting export permit; or because it is being exported temporarily and you do not 

believe that Australia’s cultural heritage would be diminished by its temporary export then you should 

recommend an export permit be granted.  

If, after considering all the relevant cultural heritage factors, you believe that the export of the object 

would significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia, you should recommend against export. 

Provide a detailed assessment to support your recommendation. The assessment must consider the 

significance of the object, the associated values in the context of Australia’s cultural heritage, and 
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specifically how Australia’s cultural heritage will be diminished by the object’s export. For reference, 

the Administrative Appeals Tribunal has accepted that a ‘significant diminution’ is a notable or 

important diminution not an irreparable one.  

Useful links 

Legislation 

• Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986   

• Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Regulations 2018 
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Matters for recommendation to the Minister 

5. Export Permit applications 

Part 4 – Objects of applied science or technology 

a) PMC3005 – RSV Aurora Australis icebreaker  

1. Is the object an Australian Protected Object?  Yes  No  

2. Confirm which Part/s of the National Cultural Heritage Control List the object/s sit under:         

Part 1 Objects of Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage  

Part 2 Archaeological Objects  

Part 3 Natural Science Objects  

Part 4 Objects of Applied Science or Technology  

Part 5 Objects of Fine or Decorative Art  

Part 6 Objects of Documentary Heritage  

Part 7 Numismatic Objects  

Part 8 Philatelic Objects  

Part 9 Objects of Historical Significance  

3. Reasons for the recommendation:  

The Committee noted that two Expert Examiners have provided Significance Assessments with 
conflicting recommendations for this application. The Secretariat advised that in submitting its 
application, P&O Maritime Services maintains that the vessel is not an Australian Protected 
Object.  

and as such the Applicant has requested that the 
application progress to the Committee for a recommendation. While the Minister has delegated 
powers under Section 10 of the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 to senior 
departmental officers with responsibility for Arts functions, in this instance the decision to grant 
or refuse a permit will be made by the Minister.  

The Committee noted that the RSV Aurora Australis was made in Newcastle, New South Wales, in 
1989 and has been in continuous service under charter to the Australian Antarctic Division for 31 
years.  Although the vessel was built in Australia, it is not of special technical interest.  

The Committee considered that the vessel’s significance lies in its historical and social value, that 
recent media interest in the fate of the vessel is evidence of extensive public interest. The vessel’s 
rich cultural heritage value arises from its contributions to advances in scientific research and to 
Australia’s endeavours under the Antarctic Treaty. The RSV Aurora Australis made more than 150 
research and resupply voyages to the Antarctic, supporting 14,000 expeditioners and important 
scientific research. Its significance value lies not only in the scientific research work supported and 
made possible by the vessel, and connected to Australia’s obligations under the Antarctic Treaty, 
but also in the vessel’s aesthetic significance visually and culturally for the Hobart and Tasmanian 
community.  

 
 

 
 

Members discussed the relevance of the fate of the vessel, should a permanent export permit be 
granted, and considered that whether or not the export presents an opportunity for the vessel to 
continue working is irrelevant. Members considered the Committee’s consideration must be to 
the vessel’s significance to Australia and whether its permanent export would significantly 
diminish the cultural heritage of Australia.  

Attachment B.3
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The Committee noted that there is significant material associated with the vessel, including plans, 
photographic and scientific records and memorabilia. However, Members considered that the 
RSV Aurora Australis holds great potential to tell the story of the work and achievements of 
Australia’s Antarctic research program in a comprehensive manner, and that the loss of the vessel 
would be detrimental to the capacity to tell that Australian heritage story. The records and other 
material would not sufficiently ameliorate the loss of the vessel. 

The Committee noted that, should an export permit not be granted, the vessel would require 
significant investment in order to be preserved in Australia. The Secretariat confirmed that the 
Australian National Maritime Museum is not interested in acquiring the vessel, although it has 
provided information to the Aurora Australis Foundation about what would be required as part of 
a business plan to preserve it. Approaches by the Aurora Australis Foundation to the Australian 
and Tasmanian governments, seeking support to preserve the RSV Aurora Australis in Australia, 
have been unsuccessful at this stage. The Foundation has not demonstrated the capacity to 
acquire, maintain and preserve the vessel. Contrary to some media reports, the proposed sale is 
not a recent announcement, and the vessel has been on the market and advertised for sale for 24 
months.  

Members discussed the pragmatic issues associated with refusing an export permit, and 
acknowledged that the costs of keeping the vessel in Australia are significant both for the current 
owner and any potential new owner that may seek to preserve the vessel.  

The Committee confirmed that the RSV Aurora Australis is an Australian protected object under 
both Part 4 – Objects of applied science or technology and Part 9 – Objects of historical 
significance of the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Regulations 2018. 

The Committee supports the recommendation of Expert Examiner .  

4. Recommendation: 

(a) That a permit should be granted  

(b) That a permit should not be granted  

(c) Request an additional Significance Assessment  

(d) Further consultation/consideration required out-of-session   

(e) The object is not an Australian Protected Object and a Letter of Clearance may be 
issued 

 

5. Conditions of the recommendation: Nil 

6. Feedback for the Expert Examiner/s: Nil 

Proposed by: 

Seconded by:

Summary: The Secretariat confirmed this recommendation with the Committee following the 
discussion, on 28 July 2020. The Committee confirmed that the object is an Australian Protected 
Object. For the reasons outlined above the Committee considers that, by reason of its scientific, 
historical and cultural heritage value, the object is of such importance to Australia that its loss would 
significantly diminish the cultural heritage of Australia, and therefore recommends that a permit 
should not be granted.  
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