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This draft environmental impact statement was prepared for the Federai Airports Corporation
10 identify possibie environmental impacts associated with adoption of the recently formulated
Melboume Akport Strategy (MAS). The stategy is designed to ensure effective on going
development for the airport in a manner consistent and compatible with the landuse pattern
in the surrounding area. '

Tha MAS has taken account of those environmental issues thought to have potential impacts
that, if not dealt with carefully, could ivit achiovenent of these objectives.

The MAS is the product of the Joint Airport Planning Team, a composite of members of the
Federal Airports Corporation and Victorian State planning agencies.

The Mafbourne Alrport Strategy, prepared by the Joint Airport Planning Team is composed of
four ongoing planning strategies that align future arport and regional developments to

The strategy includes & Runway Sirategy that deals with the development of present and
fulure runways; a landside Sirategy that reviews. other on-site improvements such as
MWWMWMWWMMﬁWMnhmm
industries; a Surface Access Stralegy rasponsible for travel to and away from the airport at
each phase of development and lastly, a Larid Use Strategy that evaluates the land use
pattems to ensure that airport developmant has minimal impacts upon existing or future fand

TmmmmmmmmuMummmﬁmmmmm
runway, landside faciity or surface access improvement. The time inteeval from the present
1o dbout the year 2010 idantified expected upgrading needed to existing runways. After 2010,
amwmmkmsmmmmm-mgmwm
MmmwﬂﬂﬂnmwmﬂmWstad. This final
stap is expecied to achiove the simort’s final optimum capacity in or about the year 2050.
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This draft Environmental impact Statement is an assessment of those
environmental issues identified in the Melbourne Airport Strategy. it
contains a summary of the major elements of the strategy.

The Melbourne Airport Strategy is presented in Appendix 8 of this
document and has been issued as a separate volume.

204



20

c‘ -

Private and public sector davelopment over the periad of the strategy’s effectiveness was
analysed against the regional background of social and economic expectations and
community velues. This EIS analysis identifies a list of criteria needed to construct a proposed
Environmental Interaction Matrix. This Matrix is designed to be ussd during the periods of
public consultation of this draft EIS, in tum, the public consulation process will provide an
opportunity for the community to discuss issues of noise, land use planning, economic
expectations and likely changes to the physical and biological environments.

The chief aim of this EIS is to offer the community, both local and regional, an assessment
of the Melbourne Alrport Strategy so as to tie all known aspects of an ongoing developmient
ofmnmys.inﬁasuumumﬂanspmwmwmmMaMecmmﬁcemhﬂmof
the regional population. The MAS has identifiad the relevant environmental issues and has
planned future development, in a comprehensive and sensitive manner, to minimise the fow
potentially significant environmental impacts to their fowest levels. Thus, when the need for
improved airport facilities is established, the ground work will have already been laid for any
envirenmental assessment so as to proceed quickly and efficiently. The Melboums Airport
Strategy should ensure that community held environmental standards for the airport and its
region are maintained and whera possible improved.

----*--A“'_-1--ﬂttm‘
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This environmental impact statement for the MAS is essentiafly an assessment of a strategic
plan and not, as is normal, an assessment of a specific development. It examines the physical,
social, sconamic and biclogical aspects identified as being potentially impacted by the varicus
development options discussed in the MAS.

In brief, this EIS examines the issuas to do with regional landform charactensiics and finds
the sita’s basalt plain suitahls for further airpor; doveiopment, Soils and sub-surface geclogy
also show no significant adverse impacts resulting from increased development of the airport,
although erosion prevention work will nead to be applied.

Examination of surface and groundwalor flows aqually demonstrated no significant impacts
from the MAS implementation. Care will be needed to control axpacted increases in surface
runoff because of its potential to cause minor floading in the neighbouring river catchment.

Mmactsmlocalmmmdmmwmmatmmnﬂyfomdhwm
the airport sita, due to the implementation of the Melboume Airport Strategy, are estimated to
be minor due to the area’s long history of agricultural use. The ecological communities of
heavily vegetated creek fringes, grassy open paddocks and regional parks and reserves should
suffer no serious effects from any aspect of the airport development as detailed in the MAS.
Tha region has been preliminary reviewed for degrees of naturainess and vigour to ascertain
how the communitias would respond to changes suggested by the strategy. Species-ich
communities such as the creek fringes and Gellibrand Hill Park to the northeast of the airpont
wore assessed as likely to show no significant impacts. The Grey Box free population that is
situated at the northwest edge of the airport would suffer a major decline in abundance in o
after the year 2030 as z consequence of nmway development. By this time it is expected that
new stands, grown from the collected seed of these parent trees, would be well established
at the airport site itself and &t other sites regionaily.

Historical aspects were examined in Eght of pre-European settiement, cuitural heritage and
basic aesthetic vaiues established and held by the present residents of the region.. All thess
aspects, once assessed, ware seen to generate fittle environmental concem.

Special attention was given to the acoustic qualities of the airport site with the express purpose
of establishing current and future sound levels expacted to arise from the implementation of
the MAS. The preferred option has minimal impact on the surrounding community and with
the introduction of newer quieter aircraft there should be a steady reduction in noise, despite
increasing aircraft moverments for many years.

Noise contours were usad extensively to assist in establishing the configuration and sequence
of future runways.
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