Office of the Hon Catherine King MP

Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government
Member for Ballarat

Ref: MC22-008928

I refer to your request to the office of the Hon Catherine King MP received on 2 September
2022 for access to documents under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (the FOI Act).

You requested the following:

“...Briefing notes prepared for the Ministers Office relating to Brisbane City Council's
submission of the North West Transport Program Business Case

Any meeting minutes relating to Brisbane City Council's submission of the North West
Transport Program Business Case”

On 5 September 2022, we advised you, through the Department, that we had interpreted the
scope of your request as above. As we did not receive a contention, we have proceeded on the
basis that we have correctly interpreted your scope.

Authority

I am an officer authorised by the Minister to make decisions about access to documents in the
possession of the Minister’s Office in accordance with subsection 23(1) of the FOI Act.

Decision

I have decided to refuse access to your request under section 24A as the documents cannot be
found or do not exist.

Material considered

In making my decision, I had regard to:
a. the terms of the request;
b. the content of the identified documents in issue;
c. relevant provisions in the FOI Act; and

d. the Guidelines published by the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
under section 93A of the FOI Act (the Guidelines).
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Reason for Decision

Refuse a request for access (section 24A)

Section 24A of the FOI Act provides that an agency may refuse a request for access to a
document if all reasonable steps have been taken to find the document and the agency is
satisfied that the document cannot be found or does not exist.

Searches have been conducted of our office document management systems and enquiries
made with our staff who could be expected to identify documents that fall within the scope of
your request. These enquiries have revealed that the Minister’s Office is not in possession of
documents relating to briefing notes prepared for the Minister or meeting minutes relating to
the submission of Brisbane City Council’s North West Transport Network Program business
case.

I am satisfied that all reasonable steps have been taken to locate the documents you have
requested and that the documents cannot be found or does not exist. I have, therefore, decided
to refuse access to your request, in accordance with section 24A(1)(b)(ii) of the FOI Act.

Should you have any enquiries concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the
FOI Team on FOl@infrastructure.gov.au.
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