MO 26-118 - Document 4
OFFICIAL

MS25-002482

U2 WW:  Australian Government

X Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts

To: The Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government (for decision)

Subject: Order for the Production of Documents (OPD) - Westbound Overpass on the New
England Highway at Maitland Station- August 2025

Critical Date: Urgent — Please action by 25 August 2025 (the due date for tabling your response
to the OPD).

Recommendation:
1. That you sign the letter responding to the OPD at Attachment A.

Signed / Not Signed

The Hon Catherine King MP Date:

Comments:

Key Points:

1. On 23 July 2025, the Senate agreed the motion at Attachment B requiring the Minister
representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government to table documents relating to the Westbound Overpass on the New England
Highway at Maitland Station. This project is officially referred to as the ‘Westbound Overpass at
the Maitland Roundabout in Maitland’ (the Project) and is part of the New England Highway
Corridor.

2. The OPD requested all briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other records of
interaction regarding the Project held by:

a. The Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government (the Minister);

b. The Minister’s Office; and

c. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development,
Communications, Sport and the Arts (the department).
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Senator the Hon Malarndirri McCarthy
Minister for Indigenous Australians
Senator for Northern Territory and Christmas and Cocos (Keeling) Islands

Senator the Hon Sue Lines

President of the Senate

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear President

Please see attached letter for tabling from the Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure,

Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, regarding the following Order for the
Production of Documents No. 14,

Yamalu

Senator the Hon Malarndirri McCarthy
Minister for Indigenous Australians

/ / 2025

Encl

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
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Today’s $100 million investment into the Maitland overpass will add to more than $1 billion
in upgrades the Albanese Government is delivering to improve traffic flow on the New

England Highway.

Early investigation work has been completed by Transport for NSW, meaning work can

begin quickly when design scoping is complete, and construction contracts signed.

To the north of Raymond Terrace, an investment of $12 million will help plan upgrades of
the M1 Pacific Highway intersections at The Bucketts Way and Medowie Road. This

funding will help improve traffic flow, reduce congestion and enhance safety for road users.

Work on the $710 million Singleton bypass is making strong progress with pillars now in
the ground for new bridges, and $304.8 million in funding was brought forward in the last

budget to fast-track the Muswellbrook bypass.

This $112 million investment is a decision of government and will be reflected in the 2025
PEFO.

Quotes attributable to Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local

Government Minister Catherine King:
“Labor knows that Maitland Station roundabout needs upgrades as the Hunter region
continues to grow - and only Labor will invest to make this key intersection smoother and

safer.

“Meryl Swanson has been a brilliant local advocate, ensuring the concerns of her

constituents are heard at every level of Government.

“That's why we're seeing welcome progress here, and why we'll be able to deliver this key

improvement on this roundabout.”

"This is just one of a number of projects we're delivering here in the Hunter, to make

driving across the region safer and more efficient for everyone.”

Quotes attributable to Member for Paterson Meryl Swanson:

“This upgrade is vital for our growing communities. It will improve safety, reduce

congestion, and make travel easier for families and businesses. It's about delivering real
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