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FOR: The Hon Jamie Briggs MP 
cc: The Hon Warren Truss MP 
      Mr Mike Mrdak 
      Mr Andrew Wilson 

eWorks Number: 
00689-2014 

For Decision by: 31 January 2013

SUBJECT:   National Capital Authority non-executive appointments 

Recommendation: That you: 

a) agree to recommend and Mr Terry Weber as part-time non-executive
members of the National Capital Authority (NCA) board to the Prime Minister; and

b) sign the letter to the Prime Minister at ATTACHMENT A seeking his, 
, approval of and Mr Weber’s appointments noting that NCA board

appointments are made by the Governor-General.

Key Issues: 
1. Currently two part-time non-executive vacancies exist on the NCA board.  Appointments to the NCA

board are made by the Governor-General on your recommendation, and following approval by the
Prime Minister, under the terms of the Australian Capital Territory (Planning and Land Management)
Act 1988 (PALM Act) which establishes the NCA (further information on the functions and
membership of the NCA is at ATTACHMENT B);

5. A letter from you to the Prime Minister seeking his agreement to these appointments along required
documentation, including private interest declarations, is at ATTACHMENT A. 

6. Documents supporting these appointments through the Executive Council are being finalised and will
be provided for your signature as soon as possible.
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Attachments: 
A: Letter to the Prime Minister 
B: Functions and membership of the NCA 
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ATTACHMENT B 
Background and Functions of the NCA 

The NCA is established under the Australian Capital Territory (Planning and Land Management) 
Act 1988 (PALM Act) to plan, develop, enhance and foster an awareness of Canberra as the national 
capital. 
Specifically the functions of the NCA are: 

a) to prepare and administer a National Capital Plan;
b) to keep the Plan under constant review and to propose amendments to it when necessary;
c) on behalf of the Commonwealth, to commission works to be carried out in Designated Areas in

accordance with the Plan where neither a Department of State of the Commonwealth nor any
Commonwealth authority has the responsibility to commission those works;

d) to recommend to the Minister the carrying out of works that it considers desirable to maintain or
enhance the character of the National Capital;

e) to foster an awareness of Canberra as the National Capital;
f) with the approval of the Minister, to perform planning services for any person or body, whether

within Australia or overseas; and
g) with the Minister’s approval, on behalf of the Commonwealth, to manage National Land

designated in writing by the Minister as land required for the special purposes of Canberra as the
National Capital.

Composition of the NCA Board 
Subsection 33(1) of the PALM Act provides that the NCA Board shall consist of a Chairperson and four 
other members.  Subsection 33(2) of the PALM Act provides that the Chairperson may be appointed on a 
full-time or part-time basis.  Subsection 33(4) of the PALM Act states that if the Chairperson is appointed 
on a part-time basis, there shall be a separate full-time Chief Executive and three other part-time non-
executive members, this is the current arrangement.  As per subsection 33(7) of the PALM Act members 
are appointed by the Governor-General. 
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There are currently two part-time non-executive member vacancies.  The PALM Act is silent on the 
qualifications or skills of NCA members, however the Department considers the following characteristics 
and skills desirable to the role of a NCA member:  

• experience in planning;
• experience in land management;
• experience in architecture;
• experience in asset/infrastructure development and maintenance;
• a relationship with Canberra as the National Capital;
• strong knowledge of how Government operates;
• high standards of professional and personal integrity;
• excellent communication skills; and
• the ability to listen, engage and respond to a range of perspectives.

Appointment requirements 
The PALM Act provides the legislative basis for the appointments process for NCA members.  
Subsection 33(7) of the PALM Act provides that members shall be appointed to the NCA, and hold office 
on terms and conditions determined, by the Governor-General. 

Subsection 36(1) of the PALM Act provides that a member holds office for the period, not exceeding five 
years, as specified in the instrument.   

A part-time non-executive member position of the NCA is not an agency head position and there are no 
full-time offices with the same title. Therefore the appointment of a part-time board member is not subject 
to the requirements of the Australian Public Service Commission’s Merit and Transparency Guidelines.   

The remuneration for this position is determined by the Remuneration Tribunal in Determination 
2013/11: Remuneration and Allowances for Holders of Part-Time Public Office. 
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OFFICIAL

NATIONAL CAPITAL AUTHORITY BOARD as at 1/04/2014 

NAME GENDER POSITION FT/PT STATE OF 
RESIDENCE 

DATE APPOINTED 
(previous terms in italics) 

TERM EXPIRES 
(previous terms in italics

5. Proposed Appointment: M Member PT ACT from date of appointment 5 years 
Mr Terry WEBER
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From: @infrastructure.gov.au>
Sent: 05 August 2026 11:56
To:
Subject: Fw: RE: Exco doc [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: ExCo documents Terry  Weber.docx

OFFICIAL 

From: Exco 
Sent: Monday, May 26, 2014 15:05 
To: 
Subject: Fw: RE: Exco doc [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

Hi

I 抳 e made a tiny amendment to the appointment instrument. The documents do correctly reference the new Governor-General. 

Executive Council Secretariat 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

From: @infrastructure.gov.au] 
Sent: Thursday, 8 May 2014 2:23 PM  
To: Exco  
Subject: Re: Exco doc [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

Hi 

Executive Council had previously approved Exco Documents for the appointment of Terry Weber to the National Capital Board. 

As the Governor General has changed, I have updated 
1. Minute for appointment
2. Instrument of appointment
3. Explanatory memorandum for appointment

I would   be pleased if you could look in advance, and approve the attachments which are revised in terms of 

Regards 

ACT/NT Territories 
Local Government and Territories Division 
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Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development  
Email: @infrastructure.gov.au  
Phone: 
  
Please note I do not work Fridays.  
  
  

Disclaimer  
 
This message has been issued by the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development.  
The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential and/or legally privileged material.  
Any review, re-transmission, disclosure, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons 
or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited and may result in severe penalties.  
If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the Department on (02) 6274-7111  
and delete all copies of this transmission together with any attachments.  
  
______________________________________________________________________ 
IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

OFFICIAL 
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