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To: Jane Christie (for decision) 
Assistant Secretary, Mainland Territories Branch 

Timing: For your decision by 23 December 2023, noting Dr Heggie’s appointment commences on 
31 January 2023. 

Subject: Terms and Conditions of Appointment for the Designate Administrator of the Northern 
Territory, Dr Hugh Heggie PSM 

Recommendations: 

1. That you agree to the Terms and Conditions of Appointment for the Designate Administrator of
the Northern Territory, Dr Hugh Heggie PSM, at Attachment A.

Agreed / Not Agreed 

2. That you sign the letter to Dr Heggie providing the Terms and Conditions for his consideration
and signature, at Attachment B.

Signed / Not Signed 

Signature:  .......................................................................  Date:  ........................................... 

Jane Christie 

Comments: 

Key Points: 
1. Dr Heggie’s term of appointment as Administrator of the Northern Territory (NT) commences on

31 January 2023 (MS22-001917 refers). As part of the appointment process, the Designate
Administrator receives a document outlining the terms and conditions of the appointment.
a. The Terms and Conditions document covers arrangements administered by our department,

including salary and superannuation, approval procedures for absences from the NT and official
travel outside of the NT, leave, relocation and compensation for early loss of office.

b. It primarily extracts and summarises information contained in Renumeration Tribunal
determinations and certain provisions of the Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978. No
additional responsibilities or obligations are imposed on the NT Administrator and no
entitlements are taken away.
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2. We understand it is usual practice for Terms and Conditions to be agreed between the department, via
the Assistant Secretary with responsibility for the NT Administrator, and the Designate Administrator.

3. The proposed Terms and Conditions for Dr Heggie closely mirror the Terms and Conditions for the
current Administrator, Mrs Vicki O’Halloran AO. In reviewing the Terms and Conditions, we
tightened the language to make it clearer they draw from the relevant Remuneration Tribunal
determinations and the Northern Territory Self-Government Act, where relevant.

4. We do not consider Ministerial review of the Terms and Conditions necessary, unless Dr Heggie
wishes to negotiate significant adjustments. We will provide the final Terms and Conditions
document to the Minister’s office for visibility.

5. We recommend you agree to the Terms and Conditions document at Attachment A.
6. We have prepared a letter to Dr Heggie for your signature to provide him the Terms and Conditions

for consideration and signing, at Attachment B.
a. The letter notes that if Dr Heggie wishes to propose changes to the Terms and Conditions, he

should discuss these with the department as soon as possible, including to allow for the
department to engage the Remuneration Tribunal as necessary.

b. The relevant Director level contact in the NT Department of the Chief Minister and Cabinet is
copied into the letter for visibility.

7. The NT Department of the Chief Minister and Cabinet finalised a separate facilities and services
agreement with Dr Heggie on 31 October 2022, see Attachment C. The agreement provides for
Government House arrangements including accommodation and staffing, arrangements for official
events and security and vehicles.
a. The agreement is attached to the Terms and Conditions document.

8. The leave, official travel and accompanied travel forms at Attachment D also form attachments to the
Terms and Conditions document.

9. We will work with the Official Secretary to the Administrator for the NT to ensure Dr Heggie
completes other paperwork for onboarding, including to support salary payments.

Name: 
Position: Director, Mainland Territories Policy 
Branch: Mainland Territories 
Mob: 
Date: 21 December 2022 

Contact Officer: 
Section: Mainland Territories Policy 
Mob: 

Attachments:  
A: Terms and Conditions document 
B: Letter to Dr Heggie 
C: Attachment to Terms and Conditions document: NT Government facilities and services agreement 
D: Attachments to Terms and Conditions document: leave, official travel and accompanied travel forms 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 
Section 42(1) 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 

I, HUGH  HEGGIE, do solemnly and sincerely 

affirm and declare that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance 

to His Majesty King Charles III, His heirs and successors 

according to law.  

.

HUGH  HEGGIE DATED          /          / 

Made and subscribed before me, the  
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 

At Darwin 

His Excellency General the Honourable 
David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL     DATED          /          / 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 
Section 42(1) 

AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE 

I, HUGH  HEGGIE, do solemnly and sincerely 

promise and declare that I will well and truly serve our 

Sovereign Lord the King in the office of Administrator of the 

Northern Territory of Australia, and that I will do right to all 

manner of people according to law, without fear or favour, 

affection or ill-will. 

HUGH  HEGGIE DATED          /          / 

Made and subscribed before me, the  
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 

At Darwin 

His Excellency General the Honourable  
David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL     DATED          /          / 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

His Honour Professor the Honourable Hugh Heggie PSM 
Administrator of the Northern Territory 

His Honour Professor the Honourable Hugh Heggie PSM was sworn in as the 23rd Administrator 
of the Northern Territory on the 2nd of February 2023. 

As Administrator, His Honour represents the Crown in right of the Northern Territory. His 
Honour performs a similar constitutional role to that of a State Governor and does not 
participate in the political process. 

Throughout his 50-year health career, His Honour demonstrated outstanding service and 
excellence in clinical practice, leadership, management and administrative fields. His Honour’s 
compassionate and exemplary contributions to the health and wellbeing of the Northern 
Territory’s population, particularly the Indigenous community was recognised in January 2021 
with the awarding of the Public Service Medal (PSM) for outstanding public service to 
community health in the Northern Territory. His Honour has participated in overseas 
humanitarian disaster responses through the National Critical Care and Trauma Response 
Centre and in 2021 was awarded the Australian Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal for his 
contributions during the 2015 Cyclone Pam disaster in Vanuatu. 

His Honour was born in Melbourne, the eldest of six children, attending Bonbeach High School. 
His father was a motor mechanic and his mother did voluntary work. On completion of his first 
degree he relocated to Sydney where he worked as a research pharmacologist and in 
haematology before returning to Melbourne to complete his medical training. After twenty years 
as a Rural Generalist Practitioner on the Mornington Peninsula Victoria, including Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, Emergency Medicine and Inpatient care, he relocated to the Northern 
Territory with his family in 2001. He has six children and five grandchildren. 

Prior to his appointment as Administrator of the Northern Territory, His Honour was the Chief 
Health Officer and Executive Director of Public Health and Clinical Excellence in the Northern 
Territory from 2016 to 2022, and an Executive Member of the Northern Territory Health 
Leadership Committee. His leadership and advice played a significant role in ensuring the 
safety of Territorians during the COVID-19 pandemic. His Honour has served on numerous 
boards, committees and councils locally and nationally, including Radiation Health and Digital 
Health. 

In 2022, His Honour was awarded Full Academic Status as a Professor (Academic Level E) in 
the College of Medicine and Public Health with Flinders University. The Administrator holds a 
Batchelor of Science (Pharmacology), a Batchelor of Medicine and Batchelor of Surgery 
(University of Melbourne). He also has a Graduate Diploma in Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
(1983) and a Graduate Certificate in Health Professional Education (2011). 

His Honour has lived and worked in remote Indigenous communities and regional centres 
across the Northern Territory and actively promotes reconciliation with, and the progression 
of, Australia’s First Nations people. As Administrator of the Northern Territory, His Honour 
values the importance of supporting and promoting all regions of the Territory and its diverse 
community. He is passionate about hearing the voices and stories of all Territorians. 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

The Administrator and Ms Ruth Jones have been together since 2016. 
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