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Board Report T03/2938

Classification Board Decision: MANHUNT
1

Classification (Publications , Films and Computer Games) Act 1995
CLASSIFICATION BOARD

DETAILS OF THE COMPUTER GAME:
FILE No T03/2938
Processing Date: 15/10/03

Title: MANHUNT
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: Playstation 2
Duration:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production Co: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country Of Origin: UK
Language: ENGLISH
Application Type: Computer game without Assessment
Applicant: TAKE 2 INTERACTIVE SOFTWARE

PROCEDURE:
The Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)Act 1995, and the Classification Guidelines approved by the 
standing Committee of Attorneys General, are followed when classifying films.

Item Viewed: YES Viewing Date: 15/10/03
Written submissions: NO Oral submissions: NO

MATERIAL CONSIDERED:
In classifying this item regard was had to the following:

(i)   The Application YES
(ii)  A written synopsis of the item YES
(iii) The Item YES
(iv)  Other NO

DECISION
(1) Classification: MA 15 +

(2) Consumer Advice: MEDIUM LEVEL ANIMATED VIOLENCE

(3) Key: V(i-m-a) 

(4) Ratified By: / /        
(Senior Classifier)

KrNielsen
Text Box
Document 2



Board Report T03/2938

Classification Board Decision: MANHUNT
2

SYNOPSIS:
An inmate on death row awakes to find himself within a game. Following mysterious instructions he must fight his way out of 
gang-infested environments.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION:
When making decisions the Classification Board (the Board) follows the procedures set out in the Classification 
(Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995 (the Act). The Board also applies the National Classification Code and 
the Classification Guidelines, while taking into account the matters set out in Section 11 of the Act.

In the Board’s view this game warrants an MA classification as, in accordance with Part 4 of the Films Table of the National 
Classification Code, it is unsuitable for viewing by persons under 15.

Pursuant to the Guidelines for the Classification of Films and Computer Games, this game is classified MA as the impact of 
the classifiable elements is strong. Material classified MA/MA(15+) is considered unsuitable for persons under 15 years of 
age. It is a legally restricted category.

The classifiable element is medium-level animated violence that does not exceed a strong viewing and/or playing impact.

The game is a twelve level third person adventure/shooter game in which the player must fight his way out of a 
gang-controlled environments using a variety of weapons (including pistols, baseball bats with embedded spikes, glass, 
bricks, and shotguns) and problem solving skills (in terms of determining route and manner of passing through certain 
sections). Bloodburst wounds are inflicted on gang-members and bodies remain on the ground (with blood detail) after being 
’killed’ (it is possible to shoot the bodies on the ground, but no further wound detail appears). The strongest visual within the 
game appears to be when gang members are shot in the head at close range with a shotgun, resulting in the head disintegrating
in a brief red bloodburst.

The classification decision is based on Section 21A of the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995
which states that should the game subsequently be found to contain contentious material (whether through use of a code or 
otherwise) that was not brought to the attention of the Board and made available for viewing or demonstration before the 
classification was made, and that would have resulted in a different classification decision being made, the game is taken 
never to have been classified.
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Internal office use only

NAME:

SIGNATURE:

VIEWED BY:

DETAILS OF VOTING:

VOTING BREAKDOWN:
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CLASSIFICATION BOARD

DETAILS OF THE COMPUTER GAME:
FILE No T03/2938
Viewing Date(s):

Title: MANHUNT
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: Playstation 2
Duration:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production Co: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country Of Origin: UK
Language: ENGLISH
Application Type: Computer game without Assessment
Applicant: TAKE 2 INTERACTIVE SOFTWARE

Decision:
 

Consumer Advice:
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CLASSIFICATION BOARD

DETAILS OF THE COMPUTER GAME:
FILE No T03/2938
Viewing Date(s): 15 Oct 2003

Title: MANHUNT
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: Playstation 2
Duration:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production Co: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country Of Origin: UK
Language: ENGLISH
Application Type: Computer game without Assessment
Applicant: TAKE 2 INTERACTIVE SOFTWARE

Decision: MA 15 +
 

Consumer Advice: MEDIUM LEVEL ANIMATED VIOLENCE

Synopsis:

Reasons for Decision:
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Locked Bag 3, HAYMARKET SYDNEY NSW 1240 Tel: (02)9289 7100 Fax: (02)9289 7101

File No: T03/2938
Classification No: 4135646A

Attention:
TAKE 2 INTERACTIVE SOFTWARE
P O BOX 106
HORNSBY NSW   1630

CLASSIFICATION CERTIFICATE FOR A COMPUTER GAME

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995
Western Australia - Censorship Act 1996

I refer to your application dated 15 October 2003 for the classification of the undermentioned computer 
game. I certify that the computer game has been assigned the classification as below:
Title: MANHUNT
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: Playstation 2
Running time:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production company: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country of origin: UK
Classification: MA 15 +
Consumer Advice: MEDIUM LEVEL ANIMATED VIOLENCE

This classification is made on the understanding that if the game is found to contain contentious material 
(whether available through a code or otherwise) that was not brought to the attention of the Board prior to 
classification, it is taken never to have been classified. The markings appropriate to the classification 
together with the prescribed consumer advice are to be displayed according to the Determination of 
Markings for Computer Games, made in Commonwealth Gazette GN32 of 13 August 1997.
Yours sincerely

Director

Dated 21 October 2003 
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Locked Bag 3, HAYMARKET SYDNEY NSW 1240 Tel: (02)9289 7100 Fax: (02)9289 7101

TITLE (and Known Alternative Titles)
MANHUNT
CLASSIFICATION: MA 15 +

Classification Markings:
In some jurisdictions you are required by law to display the Classification, Classification Description and 
Consumer Advice(if applicable) when advertising this computer game. The markings must be clearly 
displayed as determined by the Director, Classification Board, in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette 
GN32, of 13 August 1997. The Determination of Markings for Computer Games is available by 
telephoning the Office of Film and Literature Classification Officer on (02)9582 7000.

Review of Decision:
You may apply for a review of this decision. The Act provides for a time limit of 30 days. If you require 
more information concerning the review process please contact the Secretary to the Classification Review
Board on (02) 9289 7100.



CLASSIFICATION BOARD DECISION REPORT

DETAILS OF THE COMPUTER GAME:
FILE No T03/2938
Viewing Date(s): 15/10/03

Title: MANHUNT
Version: ORIGINAL
Format: Playstation 2
Duration:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production Co: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country Of Origin: UK
Language: ENGLISH
Application Type: Computer game without Assessment
Applicant: TAKE 2 INTERACTIVE SOFTWARE

CLASSIFICATION: MA 15 +
CONSUMER ADVICE: MEDIUM LEVEL ANIMATED VIOLENCE
VIEWED BY:
DETAILS OF VOTING:
Extraneous Material:

SIGNATURE:

RATIFIED BY: 20-OCT-2003

(Senior Classifier)

Trailers:/Advertising:
Date Logged Item Description Passed/Not Classifier Initials Decision
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Locked Bag 3, HAYMARKET SYDNEY NSW 1240 Tel: (02)9289 7100 Fax: (02)9289 7101

File No: T03/2938
Classification No:  4153410B

Attention:
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA  ACT   2600

MANHUNT

Dear Sir/Madam

I refer to your application dated 30 August 2004 for the classification of the above .

As required by the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995 the decision of the 
Classification Board is RC (Refused Classification). The relevant Certificate dated 29 September 2004 is 
enclosed.

Where the Classification Board has made a decision, the person who applied for the classification may 
appeal to the Classification Review Board for a review of the decision. The Act provides for a time limit of 
30 days after receipt of this letter to lodge an appeal.

If you require more information concerning the appeal process please contact the Secretary of the 
Classification Review Board on (02) 9289 7100.

The address of the Classification Review Board is:
Secretary of the Classification Review Board
Locked Bag 3
Haymarket SYDNEY NSW 1240

Please Note:
It is an offence under various State and Territory legislation to offer for sale a publication on which an RC 
(Refused Classification) decision has been made. Penalties include imprisonment and/or substantial fines 
enacted by each jurisdiction.

The  submitted by you is being held in this office.

Yours sincerely

Acting Director

Dated 29 September 2004 
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Locked Bag 3, HAYMARKET SYDNEY NSW 1240 Tel: (02)9289 7100 Fax: (02)9289 7101

File No: T03/2938
Classification No: 4153410B

Attention:
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA  ACT   2600

CLASSIFICATION CERTIFICATE FOR A COMPUTER GAME

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995
Western Australia - Censorship Act 1996

I refer to your application dated 30 August 2004 for review of the Classification Board’s decision in relation
to the undermentioned computer game. I certify that the Classification Review Board has examined the 
computer game and decided to assign the classification shown below:

Title: MANHUNT
Format: Playstation 2
Running time:  VARIABLE
Publisher: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Programmer:
Production company: ROCKSTAR GAMES
Country of origin: UK
Classification: RC
Consumer Advice:

This classification is made on the understanding that if the game is found to contain contentious material 
(whether available through a code or otherwise) that was not brought to the attention of the Board prior to 
classification, it is taken never to have been classified. The markings appropriate to the classification 
together with the prescribed consumer advice are to be displayed according to the Determination of 
Markings for Computer Games, made in Commonwealth Gazette GN32 of 13 August 1997.

Yours sincerely

Dated 29 September 2004 
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