
Funding to support television and online coverage 
of under-represented sports 

Guidelines 

Commonwealth policy 
entity: 

Department of Communications and the Arts 

Enquiries: If you have any questions, please contact 
Director, Industry section 
Department of Communications and the Arts       
1800 254 649  

Date guidelines released: December 2017  

Type of Grant Opportunity One off ad-hoc process 

Document 1



 

2 

December 2017 

 

 

Contents 
1. Funding to support television and online coverage of under-represented 
sports: overview and objectives 3 

2. Grant selection process 3 

3. Who will approve the grant? 4 

4. The grant agreement 4 

5. Announcement of grants 5 

6. Grant acquittal and reporting 5 

7. Grant evaluation 5 

 

  



 

3 

December 2017 

1. Funding to support television and online 
coverage of under-represented sports: overview 
and objectives 

The objective of the grant opportunity is to support television and online coverage of under-
represented sports, including women’s sports, niche sports and emerging sports that exhibit 
high levels of community involvement and participation. 

This funding was announced in the 2017-18 Budget on 6 May 2017, as an element of the 
Broadcasting and Content Reform Package 
(http://www.minister.communications.gov.au/mitch_fifield/news/major_reforms_to_support_a
ustralian_broadcasters#.WYfsgI0UmUl). The funding of $30 million will be provided over four 
years.  

The expected outcome of the grant activity is increased television and online coverage of 
under-represented sports, including women’s sports, niche sports, and emerging sports that 
exhibit high levels of community involvement and participation.  

Secondary or ancillary benefits expected to flow from the grant include the following:  

 an increase in the ability for women’s, niche and emerging sports to grow participation, 
levels of community engagement, and their fan bases;   

 an increase in the ability for women’s sports, niche sports and emerging sports to 
commercialise their content; and  

 providing an opportunity to establish role models and pathways for aspiring athletes in 
the community, particularly young women. 

The grant will be undertaken in accordance with the Commonwealth Grants Rules and 
Guidelines (CGRGs) http://www.finance.gov.au/sites/default/files/commonwealth-grants-
rules-and-guidelines-July2014.pdf 

2. Grant selection process 
This grant opportunity has been established as a one-off or ad hoc grant. The Government 
considers that this is an appropriate type of selection process considering the nature of the 
granting activity is specifically dependent on Fox Sports’ expertise in sports coverage and 
broadcasting. 

Fox Sports was selected for direct offer as its business model is well placed to enhance the 
levels of coverage of under-represented sports, with expertise in developing and transmitting 
sports coverage through its linear and on-demand subscription television services.  

Fox Sports provides extensive and comprehensive coverage of domestic and international 
sports, including six dedicated sports channels and a wide range of sports news and 
reporting. This mix of sports extends to some lower-profile sports and events that receive 
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little or no free-to-air television coverage. As such, Fox Sports is well-placed to use the 
funding to extend and develop the media coverage of women’s and niche sports. 

3.  Who will approve the grant?  
The Minister for Communications and the Arts will make the final decision to approve a grant. 

The Minister’s decision is final in all matters, including: 

 the approval of the grant; 

 the grant funding amount to be awarded; and 

 the terms and conditions of the grant.  

The Minister must not approve funding if they reasonably consider the program funding 
available across financial years will not accommodate the funding offer, and/or if the 
commitment does not represent value for money.  

There is no appeal mechanism for decisions to approve or not approve a grant. 

4. The grant agreement 
The funding recipient must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the 
Commonwealth represented by the Department of Communications and the Arts. The 
Department will use the Commonwealth Low-Risk Grant Agreement Template. Standard 
terms and conditions for the grant agreement will apply and cannot be changed. A schedule 
may be used to outline the specific grant requirements. Any additional conditions attached to 
the grant will be identified in the grant offer or during the grant agreement negotiations. 

The successful applicant will be required to:  

 provide a Strategic Roadmap (work plan) each year for agreement with the Department; 

 provide performance reports against the Strategic Roadmap for each relevant year of the 
agreement and for the full term of the grant;  

 provide statements to certify that the funding has been acquitted in accordance with the 
grant agreement and Strategic Roadmap for each relevant year of the agreement; and 

 audited financial statements for the full term of the grant. 

The Department will negotiate an agreement with the Grantee. This grant agreement is 
expected to be finalised in December 2017.  

Where a grantee fails to meet the obligations of the grant agreement, the relevant 
Commonwealth entity may terminate the agreement and recover funding as per the grant 
agreement.  

Financial commitments should not be made until a grant agreement has been executed by 
the Commonwealth.  
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5. Announcement of grants 
Grants awarded will be listed on the GrantConnect website 14 days after the date of effect as 
required by Section 5.3 of the CGRGs.  

6. Grant acquittal and reporting  
The grantee must submit reports in line with the timeframes in the grant agreement. Reports 
will include:  

 A Performance Report against the Strategic Roadmap for each year of the agreement and 
for the full term of the grant; and 

 statements that certify that grant money received during the relevant financial year has 
been spent for the purposes of the objective and in accordance with the grant agreement 
and the relevant Strategic Roadmap; and  

 audited financial statements for the full term of the grant. 

The grantee will also be responsible for: 

 meeting the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and managing the activity 
efficiently and effectively; and  

 complying with record keeping, reporting and acquittal requirements as set out in the grant 
agreement. 

7. Grant evaluation  
The Department will evaluate the grant program to measure how well the outcomes and 
objectives have been achieved. The grant agreement requires the grantee to provide 
information through performance reporting to help with this evaluation. 
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Executive Summary

• The Strategic Roadmap outlines the allocation of funds from the Government’s Under-represented Sports Grant by code, competition, hours and spend for FY1718.

• Twelve different sport codes will benefit including; AFL, Football (Soccer), Rugby Union, Rugby League, Cycling, Lawn Bowls, Surfing, Ironman, Life Saving, Cricket,
Basketball and Hockey.

• Funding is to be allocated to 17 women’s sport competitions, 14 niche sport competitions and 12 emerging sport competitions.

• Fox Sports anticipates to broadcast at least 1000 hours of live coverage and more than 3800 hours in total of women, niche and emerging sports.

• Fox Sports anticipates an increase in coverage for all competitions from 2016-17; except for Holden Cup as the competition will not continue in 2018.

• The costs incurred by Fox Sports for the acquisition and broadcast of women’s, niche and emerging sports in 2017-18 will exceed the $7.5m grant allocation.

• This 2017-18 Strategic Roadmap is not exhaustive – some partial expenses have been omitted, and not all women’s, niche or emerging sport competitions
broadcast on Fox Sports are listed.



Calendar of events: 
Year round coverage of sports benefiting from the grant
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International Festival of Hockey
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Fund Allocation

Competition Code Description Competition represented by: Category KPI Platform
Planned 

Hours 
2017/18

Was the Competition 
broadcast in 2016/17?

Will there be an uplift in 
hours in 2017/18?

Women's Niche Emerging STV Digital Total

AFLW AFL
AFL Women’s (AFLW) is Australia’s national Australian rules football 
league for female players. The first season of the league began in 
February 2017 with eight teams and 29 matches.

Australian Football League Y Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 26 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

684 Y Y

W-League Football (Soccer)
W-League is Australia's top-division national football (soccer) league for 
female players. The first season of the league began in 2008 with the 
league now consisting of nine teams and 57 matches.

Football Federation 
Australia

Y Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 27 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast 

Fox Sports 
streaming via 

website & Foxtel 
Now

154 Y Y

FFA Cup Football (Soccer)

FFA Cup is an annual national football knockout competition consisting 
of 32 teams from both the top division and lower tiers. This includes the 
10 A-League teams and remaining 22 teams composed of semi-
professional and amateur qualifiers.

Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 23 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports 
streaming via 

website & Foxtel 
Now

109 Y Y

Matildas Football (Soccer) The Matildas are the Australian women's national football team. Y Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 5 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

25 Y Y

NRC Rugby Union
NRC is Australia's national professional rugby union competition, a tier 
below the transnational Super Rugby competition. The competition 
consists of nine teams (8 Australian and 1 Fijian team).

Australian Rugby Union Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 21 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports 
streaming via 

website & Foxtel 
Now

140 Y Y

Rugby Sevens - Men Rugby Union

The World Rugby Sevens Series consists of 10 tournaments held around 
the world (including Sydney), in which national men's sevens teams 
compete for series points. 15 'core' teams participate at each round of 
the series.

Australian Rugby 
Union/World Rugby

Y

Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream all men's and 
women's events.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

520 Y Y

Rugby Sevens - Women Rugby Union

The World Rugby Women's Sevens Series consists of 5 tournaments 
held around the world (including Sydney), in which national women's 
sevens teams compete for series points. 11 'core' teams participate at 
each round of the series.

Y Y
Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

77 Y Y

Rugby Tens Rugby Union

The Brisbane Global Rugby Tens is an annual rugby union tournament 
first held in 2017. It consists of 14 teams including all Australia and New 
Zealand Super Rugby teams as well as a team from Fiji, Japan, Samoa 
and France.

Duco/Australian Rugby 
Union

Y Produce 2 days of coverage. 
Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

45 Y Y

NSW Cup Rugby League
The NSW Cup is a competition of 13 clubs in New South Wales and 
offers a pathway for rugby league players into the NRL premiership. 

Australian Rugby League 
Commission

Y
Produce coverage of at least 
1 game per round and finals.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

120 Y Y

Holden Cup Rugby League
The Holden Cup is Australia's top-division rugby league competition for 
U20's players. It consists of 16 teams and 2017 is to be the final year of 
the competition.

Y
Produced coverage of 
approximately 2 games per 
round and finals.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

99 Y N

Women's Test/Origin Rugby League
Rugby League women's internationals and state of origin matches held 
annually. 

Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast 
all women's test matches and 
state of origin matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

10 Y Y



Fund Allocation (cont’d)

Competition Code Description Competition represented by: Category KPI Platform
Planned 

Hours 
2017/18

Was the Competition 
broadcast in 2016/17?

Will there be an uplift in 
hours in 2017/18?

Women's Niche Emerging STV Digital Total

Cycling Cycling
The package includes Full Cycle (a locally-produced, weekly cycling show) 
and Australian Road Championships.

Cycling Australia Y

Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream a locally 
produced cycling program and 
the final day of ARC coverage.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

64 Y Y

Lawn Bowls Lawn Bowls
The package includes the men's and women's Australian Open, Australian 
Premier League and The Bowls Show.

Bowls Australia Y Y

Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream coverage from 
Australian bowls 
tournaments.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

187 Y Y

WSL - Men's & Women's Surfing
The Championship Tour is the elite international competition for men's 
and women's surfing with 11 and 10 rounds respectively. Three events are 
held in Australia each year - Gold Coast, Margaret River and Bells Beach.

World Surf League Y Y

Acquire rights to broadcast 
coverage of all events on the 
men's and women's 
Championship Tour.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

815 Y Y

Australian Boardriders Battle Surfing

Australian Boardriders Battle is an annual surf event held in Newcastle and 
is the biggest grassroots boardriders event in Australia. More than 100 of 
Australia's best boardriders clubs compete in eight State qualifying 
rounds. The National Final is a two day competition held for 24 clubs and 
broadcast on Fox Sports.

Surfing Australia Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream 2 days of 
coverage.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

68 Y Y

Ironman Ironman
The package includes the men's and women's Ironman World 
Championship Series and ITU World Series Triathlon with events held in 
Australia and internationally.

IRONMAN Y Y

Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream coverage of the 
Ironman World Championship 
Series and ITU World Series 
Triathlon. 

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

133 Y Y

Summer of Surf Life Saving
Summer of Surf is an annual national surf sport series and features both 
men's and women's competitions. The series is designed to promote 
participation in surf sport disciplines including swim, ski, taplin and flags.

Surf Life Saving Australia Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream all events in 
the series.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

219 Y Y

League Life Rugby League

League Life launched in 2017 and is Australia's first all-female rugby 
league panel show broadcasting weekly. The show focuses on discussing 
issues from the NRL and delivering feature stories from grassroots to the 
elite.

Fox Sports Y
Produce a weekly all-female 
rugby league panel show.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

128 Y Y

ICC Women's World Cup Cricket

The Women's World Cup is a one day international (ODI) round-robin and 
knockout tournament. The 2017 tournament is to be held in June-July in 
England featuring eight teams  including Australia, England and New 
Zealand.

International Cricket 
Council

Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast all 
available Australia matches 
and finals.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

52 N Y



Fund Allocation (cont’d)

Competition Code Description Competition represented by: Category KPI Platform
Planned 

Hours 
2017/18

Was the Competition 
broadcast in 2016/17?

Will there be an uplift in 
hours in 2017/18?

Women's Niche Emerging STV Digital Total

WNBL Basketball
WNBL is Australia’s national basketball league for female players with 
eight teams and approximately 90 matches.

Basketball Australia Y Y
Produce coverage of 
approximately 23 matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports 
streaming via 

website & Foxtel 
Now

84 N Y

FIBA Asia Cup - Women Basketball
FIBA Women's Asia Cup 2017 is the qualifying event for FIBA Asia at the 
2018 FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup. The tournament is to be held 
in India featuring 16 teams including Australia.

International Basketball 
Federation/Basketball 

Australia

Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast all 
Australia matches and finals.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

37

N

Y
FIBA Asia Cup - Men Basketball

FIBA Asia Cup 2017 is the First Round qualifying event for FIBA Asia and 
FIBA Oceania at the 2019 FIBA Basketball World Cup. The tournament is 
to be held in Lebanon featuring 16 teams including Australia.

Y
Acquire rights to broadcast all 
Australia matches and finals.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

N

FIBA Basketball World Cup Qualifiers (Asia) Basketball
The Second Round of the Asian Qualifiers will take place in November 
2017 and February, June & July 2018. Australia is in Group B and will play 
home/away matches against Japan, Chinese Taipei and the Philippines.

Y
Produce all Australia (home) 
matches and broadcast all 
Australia (away) matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

N

World League Finals - Women (FIH) Hockey

Hockey World League is an international field hockey competition held 
over two years and culminating in the Finals to take place in New Zealand 
in November 2017. The Finals will feature eight national teams - USA, 
Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, England, Germany, Argentina and 
China.

International Hockey 
Federation/Hockey 

Australia

Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast all 
matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

44 N Y

World League Finals - Men (FIH) Hockey

Hockey World League is an international field hockey competition held 
over two years and culminating in the Finals to take place in India in 
December 2017. The Finals will feature eight national teams - Australia, 
Germany, England, India, Argentina, Belgium, Netherlands and Spain.

Y
Acquire rights to broadcast all 
matches.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports website 
& Foxtel Now

44 N Y

International Festival of Hockey Hockey

The International Festival of Hockey is a week-long men's and women's 
hockey tournament featuring teams from Australia, New Zealand, 
Netherlands, Japan, Pakistan and the United States. 2017 is the second 
edition of the tournament which will be held in Melbourne and Bendigo.

Epicentre.tv/Hockey 
Australia

Y Y
Acquire rights to broadcast 
and/or stream 5 days of 
coverage.

Fox Sports 
broadcast

Fox Sports 
streaming via 

website & Foxtel 
Now

20 N Y

TOTAL 3878
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