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From:  < @infrastructure.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 15 January 2026 11:43 AM
To: LA RANCE, Lisa; VANDENBROEK, Sarah
Cc: FELL, Anthea; ; SMMAs
Subject: FYI only - social media minimum age - Update on implementation (one month on) 

[SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Attachments: 20260114 MinSub SMMA compliance .docx; JAN25 - Wells - Media Release -  

.docx; JAN26 - Wells - Talking points - SMMA one month on - 
updated.docx

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Morning Lisa, Sarah 

Happy new year! 

With thanks to  in my team, below is a summary of the attached eSafety min sub, giving an update 
on the social media minimum age (SMMA) implementation. The Minister, eSafety Commissioner and 
PM are holding a joint press conference tomorrow morning to highlight the impacts so far (draft MR 
and TPs also attached for visibility - currently with MO). 

Reach out if you have any questions. Thanks 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note: Data has been provided by platforms on a confidential basis. 
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Director • Social Media Minimum Age • Online Safety Branch 
@infrastructure.gov.au 

P +61 2  • M +61  
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

 
 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. 
I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, waters and communities. 
I pay my respects to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
 
 
From: eSafety Parliamentary <Parliamentary@esafety.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 January 2026 5:47 PM 
To:  < @mo.communications.gov.au>; DLO Wells 
< @mo.communications.gov.au> 
Cc: FELL, Anthea <Anthea.FELL@infrastructure.gov.au>; VANDENBROEK, Sarah 
<Sarah.Vandenbroek@infrastructure.gov.au>;  < esafety.gov.au>; eSafety Parliamentary 
<Parliamentary@esafety.gov.au> 
Subject: eSafety Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001 : Social Media Minimum Age compliance update 
[SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive] 
  

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

  
OFFICIAL: Sensitive  

Hi  and  

Please find attached a Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001 from the eSafety Commissioner to the 
Minister regarding Social Media Minimum Age compliance update. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or require further information. 
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

s47E(d)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

s47E(d)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

s47E(d)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

s47E(d)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

s22(1)(a)(ii)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

Next Steps 

s47E(d)

s47E(d)
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Ministerial Submission CMRMinSub_26/0001: Social Media Minimum Age Compliance Update 

• eSafety will continue to develop and update the resources available on
eSafety.gov.au to provide families and the public with education and information.

s47E(d)

s22(1)(a)(ii)
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Ensure ALL fields are completed on this page, including contact details, before sending this response 
to MPS. Incomplete records may be reassigned back to your area to have this information added. 

Minister The Hon Anika Wells MP 

Initiator  

Headline  
Contact Officer  

Media manager (A/g) 
02  

Clearance Officer  
02  

 
Division/Branch Digital Platforms, Safety and Classification | Online Safety 

Adviser/DLO comments: Returned to Dept for: 

REDRAFT ☐ 

NFA ☐ 

-DELETE PRIOR TO DISTRIBUTION- 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

The Hon Anika Wells MP
Minister for Communications and Minister for Sport 

DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE 
Date 

Preliminary analysis from eSafety indicates that age-restricted social media platforms are 
making meaningful attempts to prevent under-16s from holding accounts, as required by the 
new law that began on 10 December. 

The preliminary figures were obtained as part of a first tranche of information provided to 
the eSafety Commissioner.  

As Australia’s online safety regulator, eSafety will continue to closely monitor platforms to 
assess their compliance and ensure they are meeting their obligations.  

Since the launch of the education campaign on the social media minimum age in October 
2025, the eSafety website has recorded more than one million visits, showing Australians are 
engaging with the ban and are seeking clear, reliable information about the changes.   

Families and young people can find information, resources and advice about the social 
media minimum age at eSafety’s social media age restrictions hub. 

Quotes attributable to Minister for Communications, Anika Wells: 

 

“While it’s early, every account deactivated could mean one extra young person with more 
free time to build their community and identity offline.  

“We know there’s more work to do and the eSafety Commissioner is looking closely at this 
data to determine what it shows in terms of individual platforms’ compliance.   

“We’ve said from the beginning that we weren’t expecting perfection straight away – but 
early figures are showing this law is making a real, meaningful difference.” 
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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

MEDIA CONTACT:  -  
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Social media minimum age 1 month on Page 2 of 4 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Will the data be published? 
• eSafety has advised it will not be publishing specific numbers or detailed information obtained using its

information-gathering powers, to maintain the integrity of its investigations and ensure any potential
enforcement action is not compromised.

• eSafety will however provide further updates and insights as appropriate.
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Departmental contact 
Anthea Fell anthea.fell@infrastructure.gov.au 02 ,  
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From:  < @infrastructure.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 15 January 2026 12:39 PM
To: SMMAs
Subject: Fw: TPs for tomorrow [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: 20260801 - SMMA one month in TPs for Julie - MO copy.docx

OFFICIAL 

 
Director • Social Media Minimum Age • Online Safety Branch 

nfrastructure.gov.au 
P +61 2  • M +61  
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. 
I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, waters and communities. 
I pay my respects to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

OFFICIAL 

From:  < eSafety.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 15 January 2026 12:37 PM 
To:  < @infrastructure.gov.au>;  < eSafety.gov.au> 
Cc: SMMAs <SMMAs@infrastructure.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: TPs for tomorrow [SEC=OFFICIAL]  

OFFICIAL 
Hi   

TPs attached – I’m told we’ve already shared them with the MO.  
 

  

Thanks   
AC  

From:  < @infrastructure.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 15 January 2026 11:10 AM 
To:  < eSafety.gov.au>;  < eSafety.gov.au> 
Cc: SMMAs <SMMAs@infrastructure.gov.au> 
Subject: TPs for tomorrow [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
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OFFICIAL 

Morning ,  

Just reaching out for your TPs/handling lines ahead of the press conference tomorrow. 

Thanks  

 
Director • Social Media Minimum Age • Online Safety Branch 

@infrastructure.gov.au 
P +61 2  • M +61  
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live.
I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, waters and communities.
I pay my respects to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

OFFICIAL 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized 
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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