Administrator of Cocos (Keeling) Islands
&WWM:(? Vewsledler

iz - !
.. o3 O

——

Issue 46 - 14 December 2!

In this issu

ome Message

Latest News

+ Be prepared for extreme weather events!
tellite tracking facility on Cocos (Keeling) Islands rocketing ahead
lebrating school milestones wit Coc 5

* Football, L thall a y ics le their mark in the

Community Bulletins

ristm and school bus

Community Activities

ealth

Public Announcements

+ “CAUTION DIVER BELOW!"

Christmas Island O

year and the holiday season just around the corner, | would like to
Il to my final nes tter of

1d responsibility.

nting the Australian Government on island - and our shared inter
s on the nationa huge r. | am grateful for your eng;
f in the role and | look forward to next year and all
we can achieve together.

Already, | am so excited to see a significant level of trust in me from the community.
So many of you have already ged directly with me and my office about the issues
that matter to you and how we can build ar ronger and more

inable community together.

Moving into 2024, | will continue to hold an open-door policy and encourage all of you
to talk with myself and my staff about issues that concern you and community-driven
solutions to our challeng

| would also like to thank the Shires for their support over these past months, as well

ve taken

upport
n Initiative.

e need
ability and n cial opp courage all of you to
h an innovative, local agri-business and continue to seek out new
pathways to diversify

and security of




mmensely lucky to live in one of the most scenic regions in the world,
surrounded as we are by an abundance of natural beauty both on land and at sea.
But alongside that beauty is the unpredictability and danger of nature, which is w
supporting robust emergency management arrangements is so critical to ensurin
can continue to experience the best of our home in peace and comfort. You can re
more about the steps we can all take to protect ourselves and our loved ones this wet
eason in this edition of the newsletter.

Like many of you, as we approach the end of the year, | am looking forward to taking
a break after working hard to lay the foundations for what | hope to be the next

phase in prosperity for our region.

From 5 January to 13 February | will be on leave to reconnect with my family and
friends and re that when | Jrn in 2024 | will hit the ground running. Sarah
Vandenbroek will be Deputy Administrator during this period.

Once again, | would like to wish all who celebrate a very happy holiday season - and
to all of you, | would like to express my gratitude for your support over the past
months and my hope that 2024 will bring happiness and joy for you and your families.
If you would like to find out more about anything in the ne tter or you would like a
hardcopy, please contact my office. Let us ki you want us to include yot

coming community event or activity in the ne: Stories (including photos
about recent |OT community events are very welcome and can be emailed to

Farzian Zainal
Administrator of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands
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Be prepared for extreme weather events!

eme - from

es unattended, extinguishing camp and cooking
e butts, clearing vegetation
firefighting equipment and wate

on, which means preparing for rockfall
and landslides on Christmas Island.

ndre ors understand the risk of
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Satellite tracking facility on Cocos (Keeling) Islands
rocketing ahead

The establishment of a temporary ground satellite tracking facility on the Cocos
1), to support an inter
f representative




Officers from ISRO travelled to CKI in July to select a su location to host
and supporting equipment on island. The site visit
s an ideal location to assist with India's space exploration, with the
flightpath.

The Department of Infrastructure, Tra
nd th
h ISRC to
ing with the Au
other Government departments on a range of approv

be stationed on CKI.

rting a wi xplor
ility on CKI has the potential to provide economic
opportunities for the community, including across the

sectors,

As part of the project, CKl will play host to a small tea ISRO staff for
eks to suppc ch of the three proposed launch
on commencing in 2024,

will co e to keep th mmunity informed throughout the pl by sharing
the most up-to-date information on the ments of the mission, as momentum
builds to the launch of this ting project.

Celebrating school milestones with the Cocos students

education journey.

As the first local Administrator, | brought my unique perspective, and was able to
draw on my own experiences of le g the Indian Ocean Territories to complete my
education on the mainland, before returning home to use rr

back on island

For the students, hearing fi

members of the

as important are the reminders of keeping community ti
race towards adulthood and a world beyond the walls of thei

students.

Congratula

Football. basketball and evmnastics leave their




the 10T

ummer Mollross from WAFC shared her AFL skil
King them through the main marking technique:
dballing with bath hands and kicking with either foot.
with their new

to improve basketbal
ions, and upskill volunteers.

sions were pop
practice in a

ur Feet weekly program als
tball with modifi

of equipment
Il of which remained

Sport and

funding support.

volunteers istmz

Schools, Shire of Cl and CKI, sporting clubs, and

The coach visits are a great opportunity to try sport and improve your e:
skills. Sporting coach visits and in 2024 will be promoted through local
forums and | encourage you to take advantage of any activity offered.

Australian Gevernment

Department of Infrastructure, Transport,




in

Christmas Island school bus service

Department of Infrastructure, Tr ort, Regional Development,

Communicati nd the Arts advises the Christmas Island school commur
school bu i or are currently being negotiated and it is likely th
changes from the

The school bus service is run by the department through contract arrangements. It is

not run by the school

The contract with the current school bus service provider concludes at the end of this

We are working as a priority to have new arrangements in place for the 2024 school
are also in discussions with the Christmas Island District High School ab

department acknowledges and is the importance of the school bus
service to parents and carers, sf ts, t he broader community.
The school community will be provided an update on bus services before the
mmencement of the new school year.

Community Activities

Hijinks highlight men's health

0 /erse a,

aurant for a night of fun, frivolity

ants were divided into four groups,

s and informal information sessions.

ooting and casting a lure into a bucket were
ne’ with impairment goggles that imitate
ed to be mo cult than one might h.

Il done to Team 2, led by Tim Brigg ho were the overall winner:
Christrmas Island Phosphates sponsared a delicious dinner cooked by th
followed by a sweet treat courtesy of the Shire of Christmas island.

Dr Patrick Jordan delivered a presentation on alcohol and informed participants on
the importance of reducing the risk of harm from alcohol ted disease and/or
injury. Dr Frieda Lehmann-W 0 sychiatrist, promoted the importance
of mental heaith followed by psychologist Brett Kipling, who ran a very i

presentation on men'’s health statistics

the ev
Tha

one to rem

Let’s all suppc
choic




DLINX

Department of Infrastructure,
“Transport, Regional Development, Cl Ports
ications and the Arts

“CAUTION DIVER BELOW!"

This notice is sed in the interests of public safety. There have n a number of

close quarter incidence: ntly where the safety of div 1as been jeopardised by

skippers encroaching within the recommend clusion zones without good reason.
are regulat r | i n place to ensure the safety of

tra cautious and adopt these practices to further enhance safety
and preserve lives on the water. The following information is provided to help divers
and skippers share the water safely.

must be at least 750mm long and 600mm wide. Divers operati
a jetty, must al splay the Flag Alpha of the same minimum si
can choc to show this flag from a buoy, in v he minimum size mt
mm in width. The fi t rly
| indication to othi
will not automatically prevent them from venturing into a dive ari
ommended divers always listen out for other craft before surfacing, and surface
While it is not law, it is highly recommended that
larly when snori g offshol

Diving lights

By night the div € propriate lights such as an ancher light, n
show three all-round lights in a vertical line: the top and bottom lights red and the
middle light white. Pecple engaged in night diving without a v

yellow-orange flashing light that can be seen from a minimum

Vessels to keep clear

All must keep a 50m clear

signals. W not possible to keep 50m clear or w

signal, all vessels must proceed at s

and keep a good look-out for persons in the

within 50m of a dive flag then do not be. Please use common sense a
vessels must navigate so as to avoid injury to the diver or interference with tt

or floati 2 i ippers maintain a dista

¢ this may not be

metimes d d ar of the

into the lo




float on the
limit) and keep a keen
S passing to

ag Alpha

Di please consider deploying both the larg o on the jetty and
small float mounted Flag Alpha when d & re both provided fres
aid on the jetty. When outs

mounted flag Alpha or h

that are to be observed. A

on the front wall of the

afe!

David Robertson
Harbour Mast
11th Decemb

Christmas Island Outdoor Cinema

hanges will be on the Roundabout Blackboard a

Adults $ 5.00
School aged children 3 to 17 years old $2.00

Come along and enjoy our last movie under the stars
for 2023

The Hunger Games: The Ballad of
Songbirds & Snakes (M)

SATURDAY - 16 December, 7.30pm

ifth instalment
3 prequel. Set
film, its plot
anus Snow
al leader of
g his relationshi th the Hunger

HUNGER BAMES ames trict 12 tribute Lucy Gray Baird during the

You will receiv free passes, special sea od platter with your favourite nibbles,
drinks of your choice and a public announcement on thi ening of the movie. We
will advertise your company or individual message in the Islander, Faceb

the world's most remote roundabout and one of the last remaining o

our choice of movie and date will be dependent upon availal

inteers needed for projection, bucket collection and to on the Executive
Committee.

onsorship, please Email:

The Christmas Island Cinema Club is pr S by: CiFi, Freightshop,
Christ many | r volun

* THE CHRISTMAS ISLAND CINEMA IS A SMOKE FREE AREA *

Haven't subscribed yet?
Subscribe to the next edition here!
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