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From: SteveMaz

To: Information Integrity <information.integrity@infrastructure.gov.au>
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Attachments: ACMA Submission (Maats Method and ASF) 23 July 2023.pdf (503.6 kB)

To: The Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development,
Communications and the Arts,

GPO Box 594

Canberra ACT 2601

Re: New ACMA powers to combat misinformation and disinformation (the Communications Legislation Amendment
(Combatting Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023)

Dear Officer,

| am genuinely alarmed by the proposed Communication Legislation Amendment Bill (the Bill) and as such | have

decided to submit my views through this email. | regard the consequences of the passing of this Bill (in it's current

form) to be dire for our Australian democracy.

| believe that the proposed bill undermines the fundamental principles of free speech in Australia.

I am convinced that the only path for this bill to be passed as an effective and just law is with the adoption of a

number of considered changes.

| have included a summary list of the 14 recommended changes to the Communication Legislation Amendment Bill as

contained in the ACMA submission by the Maats Method and ASF organisations. | whole heartedly support these

recommended changes to this Bill.

In addition to the recommended changes listed within the attached ACMA submission the following as additional

reasons for not letting this Bill pass in its present form;

+ This Bill is a most egregious enabler of censorship over the freedom of speech. | am amazed that a Bill focused on
restricting free speech is being considered in this country. Only a dictatorship would dare to put censorship laws
in place as this legislation attempts to do.

+ This Bill goes against the notion (and intention) of free speech. | stand by the idea that Free Speech should be
unrestricted and that all comment and opinion should be brought into the sunlight and examined in a public forum
so that all possible feedback and scrutiny may be actioned on it, publicly.

+ This Bill tries to ‘control’ an environment which cannot be controlled. The world wide web is a place where once
submitted, digital information will remain in existence for an eternity with little prospect of ever being deleted or
recalled. Passing legislation which endeavours to control this reality is ill conceived and naive at best.

This communication to you has been made in good faith and is submitted to you at this time in order to ensure my

views are recorded in this matter.

Kind regards

Steve Mazurkiewicz
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