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The Australian people refuse the Australian Parliament the power to contravene the International Human Rights 

Article 19. 

1. There is no difference between what our Federal Government is proposing with the Communications 

Legislation Amendment (combating Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023 and what has just been 

condemned in defence of democracy in the United States. (Attachment 1) 

2. This proposed Bill is in direct conflict with the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” Article 19 which 

identifies “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 

opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and 

regardless of frontiers”.  

3. Australia is a signatory to this convention and therefore it is a requirement of the government whose role is 

to represent the people, to ensure the freedom of expression under this convention should not be ignored. 

4. The Charter of the Commonwealth, signed by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Head of the Commonwealth, 

Commonwealth Day 2013, Section II, “Human Rights”, is committed to the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and other relevant human rights covenants and international instruments.  

5. The Charter clearly supports the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for freedom of speech, where 

political parties DO NOT have an ability to communicate with social-media companies about deleting, 

removing, suppressing, or reducing posts on social-media platforms that are not protected free speech, 

protected under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” Article 19.   

The role of the Parliament of Australia is to meet the needs the of the Australian people. Attempting to remove the 

rights and freedom of speech for those that do not agree with the government agenda, policies and views is 

fundamentally in contrast with the intention of the convention of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” Article 19. 

 

Our constitutional rights to freedom cannot be signed away by an Act of parliament. The parliament will be held 
accountable by the people and should this parliament attempt to have the Communications Legislation Amendment 
(Combatting Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023, enacted, the people will rightly lock the draft Bill in 
challenge in the High Court of Australia.  
 

The Issue 

Misinformation and disinformation pose a threat to the safety and wellbeing of Australians, as well as to our democracy, 
society, and economy. 

Response: The only threat to the safety and wellbeing of Australians will be through the abuse of unconstitutional 
powers applied by political parties abusing the constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900, 
where political parties are not recognised and therefore hold no constitutional powers to enact Bills. 

In January 2023, the Minister for Communications announced that the Australian Government would introduce new 
laws to provide the independent regulator, the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA), with new 
powers to combat online misinformation and disinformation. 

Response: There is no independence with this regulator as they are under the direction of the parliament. 

The new powers will enable the ACMA to monitor efforts and require digital platforms to do more, placing Australia at 
the forefront in tackling harmful online misinformation and disinformation, while balancing freedom of speech. 

Response:  As has been displayed with the continual control of free speech on social media sites over the past three 
years, this proposed bill will legitimise the suppression of free speech. 

 



The proposed powers would: 

• enable the ACMA to gather information from digital platform providers, or require them to keep certain records 
about matters regarding misinformation and disinformation 

• enable the ACMA to request industry develop a code of practice covering measures to combat misinformation 
and disinformation on digital platforms, which the ACMA could register and enforce 

• allow the ACMA to create and enforce an industry standard (a stronger form of regulation), should a code of 
practice be deemed ineffective in combatting misinformation and disinformation on digital platforms. 

Response: The government has set the standard with the rack record of misinformation since 2020 when the Federal 
Government continuously declared that vaccines were safe and effective. Governments insisted these vaccines would 
create herd immunity and get us back to normal, such was their effectiveness. This was the entire premise of mandated 
vaccines. 

The only conclusion that can be reached is that Australian Governments - Territory, State and Federal were forcing 
vaccine mandates based on false information and premises.    

 

Conclusion:  What this proposed disinformation and misinformation bill teaches us all, in a very telling way is that 
political censorship spells the end of democracy.  

This is clearly not in agreement with the feelings of Australian voters and must be overcome at all costs legally, 

lawfully and peacefully. 
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We the people of  
the Commonwealth:

Recognising that in an era of changing economic circumstances and 
uncertainty, new trade and economic patterns, unprecedented threats  
to peace and security, and a surge in popular demands for democracy, human 
rights and broadened economic opportunities, the potential of and need  
for the Commonwealth – as a compelling force for good and as an effective 
network for co-operation and for promoting development – has never  
been greater,

Recalling that the Commonwealth is a voluntary association of independent 
and equal sovereign states, each responsible for its own policies, consulting 
and co-operating in the common interests of our peoples and in the 
promotion of international understanding and world peace, and influencing 
international society to the benefit of all through the pursuit of common 
principles and values,

Affirming that the special strength of the Commonwealth lies in the 
combination of our diversity and our shared inheritance in language, culture 
and the rule of law; and bound together by shared history and tradition;  
by respect for all states and peoples; by shared values and principles and  
by concern for the vulnerable,

Affirming that the Commonwealth way is to seek consensus through 
consultation and the sharing of experience, especially through practical 
co-operation, and further affirming that the Commonwealth is uniquely 
placed to serve as a model and as a catalyst for new forms of friendship and 
co-operation in the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations,

Affirming the role of the Commonwealth as a recognised intergovernmental 
champion of small states, advocating for their special needs; providing policy 
advice on political, economic and social development issues; and delivering 
technical assistance,
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Welcoming the valuable contribution of the network of the many 
intergovernmental, parliamentary, professional and civil society bodies 
which support the Commonwealth and which subscribe and adhere  
to its values and principles,

Affirming the validity of and our commitment to the values and principles  
of the Commonwealth as defined and strengthened over the years including: 
the Singapore Declaration of Commonwealth Principles, the Harare 
Commonwealth Declaration, the Langkawi Declaration on the 
Environment, the Millbrook Action Programme, the Latimer House 
Principles, the Aberdeen Agenda, the Trinidad and Tobago Affirmation of 
Commonwealth Values and Principles, the Munyonyo Statement on Respect 
and Understanding, the Lake Victoria Commonwealth Climate Change 
Action Plan, the Perth Declaration on Food Security Principles, and the 
Commonwealth Declaration on Investing in Young People,

Affirming our core Commonwealth principles of consensus and common 
action, mutual respect, inclusiveness, transparency, accountability, 
legitimacy, and responsiveness,

Reaffirming the core values and principles of the Commonwealth  
as declared by this Charter:
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I.

DEMOCRACY
We recognise the inalienable right of individuals to participate in  
democratic processes, in particular through free and fair elections in shaping 
the society in which they live. Governments, political parties and civil 
society are responsible for upholding and promoting democratic culture  
and practices and are accountable to the public in this regard. Parliaments 
and representative local governments and other forms of local governance 
are essential elements in the exercise of democratic governance.

We support the role of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group  
to address promptly and effectively all instances of serious or persistent 
violations of Commonwealth values without any fear or favour.

II.

HUMAN RIGHTS
We are committed to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and  
other relevant human rights covenants and international instruments.  
We are committed to equality and respect for the protection and promotion 
of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right  
to development, for all without discrimination on any grounds as the 
foundations of peaceful, just and stable societies. We note that these rights 
are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and cannot  
be implemented selectively.

We are implacably opposed to all forms of discrimination, whether 
rooted in gender, race, colour, creed, political belief or other grounds.

III.

INTERNATIONAL  
PEACE AND SECURITY

We firmly believe that international peace and security, sustainable economic 
growth and development and the rule of law are essential to the progress and 
prosperity of all. We are committed to an effective multilateral system based 
on inclusiveness, equity, justice and international law as the best foundation 
for achieving consensus and progress on major global challenges including 
piracy and terrorism.

We support international efforts for peace and disarmament at the 
United Nations and other multilateral institutions. We will contribute to the 
promotion of international consensus on major global political, economic 
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and social issues. We will be guided by our commitment to the security, 
development and prosperity of every member state.

We reiterate our absolute condemnation of all acts of terrorism in 
whatever form or wherever they occur or by whomsoever perpetrated,  
with the consequent tragic loss of human life and severe damage to political, 
economic and social stability. We reaffirm our commitment to work together 
as a diverse community of nations, individually, and collectively under the 
auspices and authority of the United Nations, to take concerted and resolute 
action to eradicate terrorism.

IV.

TOLERANCE, RESPECT  
AND UNDERSTANDING

We emphasise the need to promote tolerance, respect, understanding, 
moderation and religious freedom which are essential to the development  
of free and democratic societies, and recall that respect for the dignity  
of all human beings is critical to promoting peace and prosperity.

We accept that diversity and understanding the richness of our multiple 
identities are fundamental to the Commonwealth’s principles and approach.

V.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
We are committed to peaceful, open dialogue and the free flow of 
information, including through a free and responsible media, and to 
enhancing democratic traditions and strengthening democratic processes.

VI.

SEPARATION OF POWERS
We recognise the importance of maintaining the integrity of the roles  
of the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary. These are the guarantors in  
their respective spheres of the rule of law, the promotion and protection  
of fundamental human rights and adherence to good governance.
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VII.

RULE OF LAW
We believe in the rule of law as an essential protection for the people of the 
Commonwealth and as an assurance of limited and accountable government. 
In particular we support an independent, impartial, honest and competent 
judiciary and recognise that an independent, effective and competent legal 
system is integral to upholding the rule of law, engendering public 
confidence and dispensing justice.

VIII.

GOOD GOVERNANCE
We reiterate our commitment to promote good governance through the  
rule of law, to ensure transparency and accountability and to root out, both 
at national and international levels, systemic and systematic corruption.

IX.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
We recognise that sustainable development can help to eradicate poverty  
by pursuing inclusive growth whilst preserving and conserving natural 
ecosystems and promoting social equity.

We stress the importance of sustainable economic and social 
transformation to eliminate poverty and meet the basic needs of the vast 
majority of the people of the world and reiterate that economic and social 
progress enhances the sustainability of democracy.

We are committed to removing wide disparities and unequal living 
standards as guided by internationally agreed development goals. We are also 
committed to building economic resilience and promoting social equity, and 
we reiterate the value in technical assistance, capacity building and practical 
cooperation in promoting development.

We are committed to an effective, equitable, rules-based multilateral 
trading system, the freest possible flow of multilateral trade on terms fair 
and equitable to all, while taking into account the special requirements of 
small states and developing countries.

We also recognise the importance of information and communication 
technologies as powerful instruments of development; delivering savings, 
efficiencies and growth in our economies, as well as promoting education, 
learning and the sharing of culture. We are committed to strengthening its 
use while enhancing its security, for the purpose of advancing our societies.
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X.

PROTECTING  
THE ENVIRONMENT

We recognise the importance of the protection and conservation of our 
natural ecosystems and affirm that sustainable management of the natural 
environment is the key to sustained human development. We recognise  
the importance of multilateral cooperation, sustained commitment and 
collective action, in particular by addressing the adaptation and mitigation 
challenges of climate change and facilitating the development, diffusion and 
deployment of affordable environmentally friendly technologies and 
renewable energy, and the prevention of illicit dumping of toxic and 
hazardous waste as well as the prevention and mitigation of erosion  
and desertification.

XI.

ACCESS TO HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, FOOD  
AND SHELTER

We recognise the necessity of access to affordable health care, education, 
clean drinking water, sanitation and housing for all citizens and emphasise 
the importance of promoting health and well-being in combating 
communicable and non-communicable diseases.

We recognise the right of everyone to have access to safe, sufficient and 
nutritious food, consistent with the progressive realisation of the right  
to adequate food in the context of national food security.

XII.

GENDER EQUALITY
We recognise that gender equality and women’s empowerment are  
essential components of human development and basic human rights.  
The advancement of women’s rights and the education of girls are critical 
preconditions for effective and sustainable development.
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XIII.

IMPORTANCE OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH

We recognise the positive and active role and contributions of young  
people in promoting development, peace, democracy and in protecting  
and promoting other Commonwealth values, such as tolerance and 
understanding, including respect for other cultures. The future success of  
the Commonwealth rests with the continued commitment and contributions 
of young people in promoting and sustaining the Commonwealth and its 
values and principles, and we commit to investing in and promoting their 
development, particularly through the creation of opportunities for youth 
employment and entrepreneurship.

XIV.

RECOGNITION OF THE  
NEEDS OF SMALL STATES

We are committed to assisting small and developing states in the 
Commonwealth, including the particular needs of small island developing 
states, in tackling their particular economic, energy, climate change and 
security challenges, and in building their resilience for the future.

XV.

RECOGNITION OF THE NEEDS  
OF VULNERABLE STATES

We are committed to collaborating to find ways to provide immediate  
help to the poorest and most vulnerable including least developed countries, 
and to develop responses to protect the people most at risk.

XVI.

THE ROLE  
OF CIVIL SOCIETY

We recognise the important role that civil society plays in our communities 
and countries as partners in promoting and supporting Commonwealth 
values and principles, including the freedom of association and peaceful 
assembly, and in achieving development goals.
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We are committed to ensuring that the Commonwealth is an effective association, responsive  
to members’ needs, and capable of addressing the significant global challenges of the future.

We aspire to a Commonwealth that is a strong and respected voice in the world, speaking  
out on major issues; that strengthens and enlarges its networks; that has a global relevance and 
profile; and that is devoted to improving the lives of all peoples of the Commonwealth.

Signed by His Excellency Kamalesh Sharma, Commonwealth Secretary-General,  
14 December 2012, on which day Commonwealth Heads of Government  

adopted the Charter of the Commonwealth
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

MONROE DIVISION 

 

 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ET AL. 

 

CASE NO.  3:22-CV-01213 

VERSUS 

 

JUDGE TERRY A. DOUGHTY 

JOSEPH R BIDEN JR., ET AL. MAG. JUDGE KAYLA D. MCCLUSKY 

 

JUDGMENT 

 

 For the reasons set forth in the Memorandum Ruling on the Request for Preliminary 

Injunction, 

 IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that Plaintiffs’ Motion for 

Preliminary Injunction [Doc. No. 10] is GRANTED in part and DENIED in part. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that: the DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES (“HHS”) and THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES (“NIAID”), and specifically the following employees of the HHS and 

NIAID: XAVIER BECERRA,1 Secretary of HHS; DR. HUGH AUCHINCLOSS, Director of 

NIAID; YOLANDA BYRD, HHS Digital Engagement Team; CHRISTY CHOI, HHS Office of 

Communications; ASHLEY MORSE, HHS Director of Digital Engagement; JOSHUA PECK, 

HHS Deputy Assistant Secretary, Deputy Digital Director of HHS successor (formerly JANELL 

MUHAMMED); along with their secretaries, directors, administrators and employees; 

SURGEON GENERAL VIVEK H. MURTHY, KATHARINE DEALY, Chief Engagement 

Officer for the Surgeon General, along with her secretaries, directors, administrators, and 

employees; the CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION (“CDC”), and 

specifically the following employees: CAROL Y. CRAWFORD, Chief of the Digital Media 

 
1 All individuals named in this Judgment are being sued in their official capacities. 

Case 3:22-cv-01213-TAD-KDM   Document 294   Filed 07/04/23   Page 1 of 7 PageID #:  26947



2 

 

Branch of the CDC Division of Public Affairs; JAY DEMPSEY, Social-media Team Leader, 

Digital Media Branch, CDC Division of Public Affairs; KATE GALATAS, CDC Deputy 

Communications Director; UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU (“Census Bureau”), and 

specifically the following employees: JENNIFER SHOPKORN, Census Bureau Senior Advisor 

for Communications, Division Chief for the Communications Directorate, and Deputy Director of 

the Census Bureau Office of Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, along with their 

secretaries, directors, administrators and employees; the FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION (“FBI”), and specifically the following employees: LAURA DEHMLOW, 

Section Chief, FBI Foreign Influence Task Force; ELVIS M. CHAN, Supervisory Special Agent 

of Squad CY-1 in the FBI San Francisco Division; THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE, along with their secretary, director, administrators, and employees; the following 

members of the Executive Office of the President of the United States: White House Press 

Secretary KARINE JEAN-PIERRE, Counsel to the President; STUART F. DELERY, White 

House Partnerships Manager; AISHA SHAH, Special Assistant to the President; SARAH 

BERAN, MINA HSIANG, Administrator of the United States Digital Service within the Office 

of Management and Budget; ALI ZAIDI, White House National Climate Advisor; White House 

Senior COVID-19 Advisor successor (formerly ANDREW SLAVITT); Deputy Assistant to the 

President and Director of Digital Strategy successor (formerly ROB FLAHERTY); DORI 

SALCIDO, White House COVID-19 Director of Strategic Communications and Engagement; 

White House Digital Director for the COVID-19 Response Team successor (formerly CLARKE 

HUMPHREY); Deputy Director of Strategic Communications and Engagement of the White 

House COVID-19 Response Team successor (formerly BENJAMIN WAKANA); Deputy 

Director for Strategic Communications and External Engagement for the White House COVID-
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19 Response Team successor (formerly SUBHAN CHEEMA); White House COVID-19 Supply 

Coordinator successor (formerly TIMOTHY W. MANNING); Chief Medical Advisor to the 

President, DR. HUGH AUCHINCLOSS, along with their directors, administrators and 

employees; the CYBERSECURITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY AGENCY 

(“CISA”), and specifically the following employees: JEN EASTERLY, Director of CISA; KIM 

WYMAN, Senior Cybersecurity Advisor and Senior Election Security Leader; LAUREN 

PROTENTIS; GEOFFREY HALE; ALLISON SNELL; BRIAN SCULLY, Officials of CISA; 

the UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (“DHS”), and 

specifically the following employees: ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS, Secretary of DHS; 

ROBERT SILVERS, Under-Secretary of the Office of Strategy, Policy and Plans; SAMANTHA 

VINOGRAD, Senior Counselor for National Security in the Official of the Secretary for DHS, 

along with their secretary, directors, administrators, and employees; the UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE (“State Department”), and specifically the following employees: 

LEAH BRAY, Acting Coordinator of the State Department’s Global Engagement Center 

(“GEC”); ALEX FRISBIE, State Department Senior Technical Advisor and member of the 

Technology Engagement Team at the GEC; DANIEL KIMMAGE, Acting Coordinator of the 

GEC, along with their secretary, directors, administrators, and employees ARE HEREBY 

ENJOINED AND RESTRAINED from taking the following actions as to social-media 

companies:2 

 
2 “Social-media companies” include Facebook/Meta, Twitter, YouTube/Google, WhatsApp, Instagram, WeChat, 

TikTok, Sina Weibo, QQ, Telegram, Snapchat, Kuaishou, Qzone, Pinterest, Reddit, LinkedIn, Quora, Discord, 

Twitch, Tumblr, Mastodon, and like companies. 
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 (1) meeting with social-media companies for the purpose of urging, encouraging, 

pressuring, or inducing in any manner the removal, deletion, suppression, or reduction of content 

containing protected free speech posted on social-media platforms;3 

 (2) specifically flagging content or posts on social-media platforms and/or forwarding 

such to social-media companies urging, encouraging, pressuring, or inducing in any manner for 

removal, deletion, suppression, or reduction of content containing protected free speech; 

 (3) urging, encouraging, pressuring, or inducing in any manner social-media 

companies to change their guidelines for removing, deleting, suppressing, or reducing content 

containing protected free speech; 

 (4) emailing, calling, sending letters, texting, or engaging in any communication of any 

kind with social-media companies urging, encouraging, pressuring, or inducing in any manner for 

removal, deletion, suppression, or reduction of content containing protected free speech; 

 (5) collaborating, coordinating, partnering, switchboarding, and/or jointly working 

with the Election Integrity Partnership, the Virality Project, the Stanford Internet Observatory, or 

any like project or group for the purpose of urging, encouraging, pressuring, or inducing in any 

manner removal, deletion, suppression, or reduction of content posted with social-media 

companies containing protected free speech; 

 (6) threatening, pressuring, or coercing social-media companies in any manner to 

remove, delete, suppress, or reduce posted content of postings containing protected free speech; 

 
3 “Protected free speech” means speech that is protected by the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment to the 

United States Constitution in accordance with jurisprudence of the United States Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal 

and District Courts. 
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 (7) taking any action such as urging, encouraging, pressuring, or inducing in any 

manner social-media companies to remove, delete, suppress, or reduce posted content protected 

by the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution; 

 (8) following up with social-media companies to determine whether the social-media 

companies removed, deleted, suppressed, or reduced previous social-media postings containing 

protected free speech; 

 (9) requesting content reports from social-media companies detailing actions taken to 

remove, delete, suppress, or reduce content containing protected free speech; and 

 (10)  notifying social-media companies to Be on The Lookout (“BOLO”) for postings 

containing protected free speech.  

This Preliminary Injunction precludes said named Defendants, their agents, officers, employees, 

contractors, and all acting in concert with them from the aforementioned conduct. This Preliminary 

Injunction also precludes said named Defendants, their agents, officers, employees, and 

contractors from acting in concert with others who are engaged in said conduct. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the following actions are NOT prohibited by this 

Preliminary Injunction: 

 (1) informing social-media companies of postings involving criminal activity or 

criminal conspiracies; 

 (2) contacting and/or notifying social-media companies of national security threats, 

extortion, or other threats posted on its platform; 

 (3) contacting and/or notifying social-media companies about criminal efforts to 

suppress voting, to provide illegal campaign contributions, of cyber-attacks against election 

infrastructure, or foreign attempts to influence elections; 
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 (4) informing social-media companies of threats that threaten the public safety or 

security of the United States; 

 (5) exercising permissible public government speech promoting government policies 

or views on matters of public concern; 

 (6) informing social-media companies of postings intending to mislead voters about 

voting requirements and procedures; 

 (7) informing or communicating with social-media companies in an effort to detect, 

prevent, or mitigate malicious cyber activity; 

 (8) communicating with social-media companies about deleting, removing, 

suppressing, or reducing posts on social-media platforms that are not protected free speech by the 

Free Speech Clause in the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no security is required to be posted by Plaintiffs under 

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 65. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Preliminary Injunction Order shall remain in effect 

pending the final resolution of this case or until further orders issue from this Court, the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, or the Supreme Court of the United States. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERD that the Motion for Preliminary Injunction [Doc. No. 10] is 

DENIED as to the following Defendants: U.S. Food and Drug Administration; U. S. Department 

of Treasury; U.S. Election Assistance Commission; U. S. Department of Commerce and 

employees Erica Jefferson, Michael Murray, Wally Adeyemo, Steven Frid, Brad Kimberly, and 

Kristen Muthig; and Disinformation Governance Board (“DGB”) and its Director Nina Jankowicz. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no evidentiary hearing is required at this time. 
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 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Plaintiffs’ request for certification of this proceeding 

as a class action pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. Article 23 (b)(2) is DENIED. 

 THUS, DONE AND SIGNED IN MONROE, LOUISIANA, this 4th day of July 2023.  

        

       ___________________________________ 

       TERRY A. DOUGHTY 

       UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Preamble 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice 

and peace in the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous 

acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world 

in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom 

from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common 

people,  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 

resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 

protected by the rule of law,  

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 

nations,  

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 

faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person 

and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote 

social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,  

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation 

with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms,  

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the 

greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,  

Now, therefore,  

The General Assembly,  

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and 

every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by 



 

teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 

progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 

effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States 

themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article I  

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a 

spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 

without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.  

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, 

jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person 

belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other 

limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3  

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.  

Article 4  

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 

prohibited in all their forms.  

Article 5  

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

or punishment.  

 



 

Article 6  

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 

protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such 

discrimination.  

Article 8  

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 

for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10  

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent 

and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any 

criminal charge against him.  

Article 11  

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 

innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he 

has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 

omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or 

international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier 

 



 

penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal 

offence was committed.  

Article 12  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has 

the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.  

Article 13  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each State.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to 

return to his country.  

Article 14  

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 

persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 

arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15  

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 

change his nationality.  

Article 16  

 



 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality 

or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled 

to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 

intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 

entitled to protection by society and the State.  

Article 17  

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.  

Article 18  

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.  

Article 21  

 



1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 

directly or through freely chosen representatives.  

2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.  

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; 

this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall 

be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 

equivalent free voting procedures.  

Article 22  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 

to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in 

accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, 

social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development 

of his personality.  

Article 23  

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 

favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 

work.  

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration 

ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 

and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of 

his interests.  

Article 24  

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 

working hours and periodic holidays with pay.  



 

Article 25  

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing 

and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security 

in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or 

other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All 

children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 

protection.  

Article 26  

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 

compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all 

on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further 

the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children.  

Article 27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and 

its benefits.  

 



 

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the 

author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 

freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29  

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 

development of his personality is possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only 

to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 

securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others 

and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the 

general welfare in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 30  

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or 

person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 

destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.  
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