Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts

Submission to The Communications Legislation Amendment {Combatting Misinformation and Disinformation}
Bill 2023: Exposure Draft Feedback

Date: 20™" August 2023
Dear Sir / Madam,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to you to express my concern for the proposed Communications
Legislation Amendment (Combating Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023 which would subject the public
expression of Australian citizens to a system of prior restraint, suppression, surveillance, biased classification, and
reporting.

As | give feedback to this Bill, | am saddened that it is necessary. That the basic liberties that have been the
foundation of our western culture are being threatened by our own government. That our government would
dare to propose this bill should cause every Australian to think twice about their ulterior motives for our country.

In summary, the bill contradicts our implicit rights as Australian Citizens with Marxist characteristics and should
be withdrawn.

Introduction and Background

A brief introduction, | am a Christian, Husband, Father of two children and_ Engineer at
_We serve a variety of clients in Australia and abroad. Our reputation is built with

honesty and integrity, offering unbiased professional judgement and applying ethical standards that exceed
community expectations.

I have travelled and consulted broadly for work (Many countries throughout Asia, Africa and North America). |
have experienced the great firewall of China in person. These experiences have made me aware of the dangers of
censorship, government propaganda and authoritarian control and its growing influence on Australian politics
and policies.

In April 2023, following a course with the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation, and my growing concern
regarding where our nation was heading, | was contemplating the best method to be actively involved in the
conversation. | had a Twitter account which had sat effectively dormant since 2009. However, since Elon Musk
took over and following his commitment to free speech and release of the “Twitter Files”, | decided to be apart of
the conversation on Twitter.

| first heard about this bill near the end of June 2023 on Twitter from Craig Kelly, Senator Rennick, John Goddard
and Senator Hanson. Of note, no one outside of people | followed / met on Twitter were aware of the bill and its
implications (this was true even up to this last week). This speaks to the breakdown of our public communication
methods (mainstream media) in that important topics are not being shared and debated widely. Twitter appears
to be one of the last bastions of freedom of thought and discussion (though sadly under attack on many fronts).
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