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Zoe Daniel MP 06 0CT 202

Independent Federal Member for Goldstein

30 September 2022

The Hon. Catherine King

Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government
PO Box 719

Ballarat, VIC, 3353 s

2 NN
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Dear Minister

| write to follow-up on our conversation regarding funding for the Yalukit Willam Nature
Reserve on the former Elsternwick Park Golf Course site.

This parcel of land is on the border of the Goldstein and Macnamara electorates. The
member for Macnamara, Josh Bumns, and | are unified in our support for this important
environmental, educational and indigenous project.

The former golf course is being turned into a unique natural, urban space, creating an area
for returned biodiversity in a heavily urbanised part of Melbourne, attracting breeding birds,
frogs, and other animals.

The area, once a natural wetland that had been drained, is now innovatively linked with a
“Chain of Ponds” to assist with storm water management and flood mitigation in a flood
prone area.

This development has come about via deep consultation with the Boon Wurrung people,
who have been involved in the design of the meeting place within the reserve. It provides a
unique opportunity for educational experiences for children and adults alike to leam about
the Indigenous history of the area, plant, and animal species.

As previously discussed, Labor pledged $11.7 million dollars from the Urban Rivers and
Catchments programme to support this project.

The former government had also allocated an additional $5 million in the last budget from
the Community Development Grants Programme for parks infrastructure. | am aware that
you are reviewing the previous government's grant allocations. | strongly support this.

However, | am of the strong view that the additional $5 million dollars should be honoured
in the forthcoming budget along with the $11.7 million pledged by Labor. This is a ground-
breaking project that can be used not only to improve the environment and for education,
but as an example project for other urban areas.
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| enclose a letter to the Environment Minister, Tanya Plibersek, and other materials
provided-to her by Bayside Council on a recent visit to the site.

| am happy to discuss this further if you wish,
Best regards,

Zoe Daniel

Zoe Daniel MP
Independent Federal Member for Goldstein

W: www_zoedaniel.com.au
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29 September 2022

The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP
Minister for the Environment and Water

Dear Minister
Australian Government funding for Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve

Thank you for visiting the wonderful nature reserve which Bayside City Council is
transforming into an extraordinary natural space.

The implementation of Council's $30 million masterplan for the reserve represents a
once in a lifetime opportunity to create a unique refuge for people and nature in an
urban setting.

Bayside welcomes the Australian Government's funding commitment to the reserve:

e $11.7 million election pledge from the Urban Rivers and Catchments
programme for the Nature Reserve wetlands (inclusive of $1.7million for
related works on Elster Creek)

» $5 million from the former Australian Government budget allocation
from the Community Development Grants Programme for park
infrastructure.

Bayside is also seeking to partner with the Victorian Government on this regionally
significant project. We are calling for $6million in state funding to progress the
implementation of the masterplan.

| look forward to working together to bring this exciting project to fruition. More details
on the reserve are enclosed.

Yours faithfully

Cr Alex del Porto
Mayor
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A refuge for
nature and people

Australian Government funding
commitment
$15 million contribution towards the transformation

of Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve to complement
Council’s $9 million commitment.

Summary

Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve represents a
once in a lifetime opportunity to create an
extraordinary natural space on Melbourne's
doorstep with significant water quality benefits.

The reserve is located within the Bayside
municipality, on the border of the Cities of
Port Phillip and Glen Eira, at the bottom of the
3,200-hectare Elster Creek water catchment.

Bayside City Council has adopted a $30 million
Masterplan to guide the transformation of the
14-hectare former golf course site into a nature
reserve of regional significance.

Key proposed elements include expanded
wetlands, a ‘chain of ponds', grassy woodlands
and visitor facilities such as indigenous gathering
places and a gateway feature building.

The works will focus on three core areas:

¢ \Water quality and reuse

¢ Environment

= Community amenities.

Bayside City Council is also seeking $8 million

from the Victorian Government to complete the
masterplan.

Fn
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Benefits

Biodiversity

The Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve Masterplan
includes the provision of seven habitat zones to
provide suitable habitat for flora and fauna. This
habitat will provide refuge for native, indigenous, and
endangered species within the urban environment.

The Masterplan also recognises that a number of
factors (humans, pest species, invasive species,
and domestic animals) can negatively impact local
biodiversity. The Masterplan provides advice on how
these treats can be mitigated and this advice will

be built into the upcoming detailed design stages.

The Masterplan envisages a conservation island
surrounded by water and safe from invasive and
pest species. Park visitors will be able to observe
the Island and its wildlife from a distance.

The following habitats (inc. size of footprint) and
benefits will be achieved:

Habitat type

Open Water

Shallow Wetlands

Tall Marsh

Swap Scrub

Damps Sands
Woodland

Grassy Woodland

Grassland and
Lawn

Area (Ha)

11

1.4

16

1.3

3.5

1.2

i Benefit(s)

Provides habitat and foraging opportunities for waterbirds, fish,
reptiles, turtles, invertebrates, and bats.

Provides valuable foraging habitat as well as potential refuge and
breeding habitat for waterbirds, frogs, skinks and rakali.

Provides important refuge, foraging and nesting habitat for a
range of waterbirds, frogs, and reptiles.

Provides foraging habitat for a range of insects and significant
water birds such as the Nankeen Night Heron, as well as a
number of small reptiles.

The habitat is characterised by Manna Gum trees and middle
and lower story of shrubs and grasses. These woodlands
provide important foraging and refuge habitat for a range of bird
species, in particular small birds that can take refuge in the dense
shrubs) and small reptiles.

Provides habitats for a wide range of woodland birds as well as
insects, butterflies, moths and small reptiles.

This habitat is an important opportunity to recreate the critically
endangered Natural Damp Grasslands.
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Benefits

Cultural heritage

Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve are the traditional
lands of Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon Wurrung
language group. The Yalukit Willam's territory
extended from Werribee River South West of
Melbourne, through Melbourne down to Melbourne'’s
south Eastern suburbs. Almost all of this area is

now high density housing in inner Melbourne.

Yalukit Willam literally means “people of the
river” and the Elster Creek that flows through
the reserve is the only remaining open waterway
between the Yarra River and Mordialloc Creek
(some 25 km south east of Melbourne).

The Yalukit Willam Nature Reserve provides a
unique opportunity to protect and enhance the
not only the fauna but also the flora that is of
cultural significance to the Yalukit Willam and
the First Nations people more generally.

Council will work with the Registered
Aboriginal Party for the Bayside municipality
the Bunurong People of the Kulin Nation, as
well as representatives of the Boon Wurrung
in the implementation of the Masterplan.

The following indigenous flora species will

be reintroduced to reserve as part of the
Masterplan implementation. These species
were used by First Nations people for a range
of purposes and could form part of cultural
education programs at the reserve.

Acacia dealbata subsp. dealbata
Acacia implexa

Acacia mearnsii

Acacia melanoxylon

Acacia pycnantha

Allocasuarina littoralis
Allocasuarina verticillata

Exocarpos cupressiformis

Acacia verticillata subsp. verticillata
Allocasuarina paludosa

Banksia marginata

Bursaria spinosa subsp. spinosa
(the non-spiny tree version formerly
Bursaria spinosa subsp. macrophylla)
Coprosma quadrifida

Daviesia latifolia

Leptospermum continentale
Leptospermum myrsinoides
Leucopogon virgatus var. virgatus
Melaleuca ericifolia

Melaleuca squarrosa

Acrotriche serrulata

Astroloma humifusum

Atriplex semibaccata

Einadia nutans subsp. nutans
Persoonia juniperina

Arthropodium strictum

Dianella amoena

Dianella brevicaulis

Dianella laevis var. laevis

Dianella sp. aff. admixta

Dianella sp. aff. longifolia (Benambra)
Dianella sp. aff. revoluta (Coastal)

Eleocharis sphacelata

Ficinia nodosa

Gahnia radula

Lepidosperma laterale

Lomandra filiformis subsp. coriacea
Lomandra filiformis subsp. filiformis
Lomandra longifolia subsp. longifolia
Lomandra multifiora subsp. multifiora
Philydrum lanuginosum

Poa clelandii

Poa labillardierei var. labillardierei

Poa sieberiana var. sieberiana
Themeda triandra

Thysanotus tuberosus subsp. tuberosus
Cycnogeton procerum

Xanthorrhoea minor subsp. lutea
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Benefits

Flood management

More than 1,197ML of stormwater flows through
the reserve annually into Port Phillip Bay via the
Elwood Canal.

The stormwater poses an extreme risk of flooding
to approx. 2,352 properties in the City of Port Phillip
and a small number of properties in Bayside.

The proposed works represent a significant
opportunity to establish integrated flood mitigation
infrastructure to divert and store baseflow and
stormwater into an expanded, purpose-built
5.5-hectare wetland.

The water will be circulated via the Chain of Ponds
and harvested for local irrigation, reducing potable
water use and increasing climate resilience. It is
estimated that the regional water reuse scheme would
harvest and use 240 ML/yr of non-potable water.

Construction of the wetlands and associated
infrastructure would be conducted in partnership
with Melbourne Water and complement their
Ellwood Diversion Drain Augmentation Project
which is an action of the Elster Creek Catchment
Flood Management Plan.

Melbourne Water have indicated to Council that

the wetland project may qualify for the Liveable
Communities Liveable Waterways incentives program
and partnership framework to secure funding for

the functional design. This would enable Council to
seek further funding via the next round of Melbourne
Water's nitrogen offsets program post 2025.
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Zoe Daniel MP
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The Hon. Catherine King MP
PO Box 719
Ballarat, VIC, 3353

s
Dear Minister King, (_; Py

You will recall that | previously raised with you both verbally and in wriling (e issue of WOImen's aceess 10 sporing
changerooms in Goldstein.

In previous correspondence | have specifically pointed to the need for funding for changeroom and pavllion upgrades at
Trevor Barker Oval in Sandringham, Brighton Beach Oval in Brighton, and Peterson Street Reserve in Highett.

Per our previous face to face conversation and my previous letter, Bayside Council will predominantly fund all these
facilities, and all are seeking additional federal funds to complete major upgrades including women's changerooms.

All were promised funding in the order of $1-1.5 million by the previous government.

Given that women and girls are having to change in the car or behind lrees before and afier games and training due to
crossover with male use of the facilities and lack of access, | would ask that you consider this matter a priority.

This is particularly urgent given the participation by girls in sport in Goldstein and the need to encourage girls lo resume
physical activity after a long layoff due to Covid.

| thank you for your attention and | hope you can see fit to provide a means (o funding for these prajects. Should thers be
a new approach to grant allocation | would appreciate it if you could advise of the details at your earfiest ponvenience so
that | can advise the relevant organisations of the process.

With thanks and best wishes,

S

Zoe Daniel MP

Independent Federal Member for Goldstein
p: + 6184/
E: zoe.ganiel@aph.gov.au
W: www.zoedaniel.com.au
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FOI 23-309 Document 2

HOWCANYOU .

HELP?
e By advocating to Bayside City Council for the
need to address accessibility issues for

females and our diverse community in
Highett and surrounding community.

e By providing State or Federal Funding
towards the facilities to see that this project .
is completed and available to our
community well before the projected date of
2027 as stated in the Bayside City Council
capital plan.

e By providing planning advice and or funding C
to ensure that the detailed design and
costings are brought forward so that budget
allocations can be made and the project can B
get underway as soon as possible.
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