


24 Our Cities | BACKGROUND PAPER

The changes in our cities over the coming decades will no doubt be as dramatic as they have been 
over the past century. While some may lament a bygone era of one type of lifestyle over another, or 
argue that past settlement patterns have only created problems for our future, on reflection, the past 
century has seen substantial advancements in many aspects of urban life which have made Australian 
cities among the most liveable in the world. This includes a reduction in industrial-related air and 
water pollution, improved safety and working conditions in most occupations, improved efficiencies 
and safety in passenger and freight transport, high rates of home ownership and the emergence of a 
vibrant, cosmopolitan urban culture.
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