Sent: Tuesday, 17 February 2009 5:46 PM
To: Aviation Statement
Subject: submission re green paper

Dear Mr Albanese
 
At last, some tangible action taken by the government on the appalling history of Aviation Safety regulation in this country.
 
Re CASA and the Civil Aviation Amendment Bill:
I commend your attention to the establishment of a five-man board, as per one of the Senate Inquiry’s three key recommendations.
However, I am wondering what has become of the two remaining recommendations. The second recommendation may be hidden in the text of the green paper somewhere but I don’t think the third recommendation has been addressed. (Audit of CASA by the Australian Audit Bureau.)
My questions then are: 
What guarantees are there that the five members, including the CASA person, will be above reproach? Who will select them, what is their charter and who do they report to? 
The reputation of CASA and many of its senior officers and employees, and relationships with Transport Department officials continues to be a source of concern.
What has been done to counter the huge waste of money spent under the stewardship of the previous CEO, for very little result. Is anyone under investigation for this blatant misuse of taxpayers’ funds?
 
“While Australia has an enviable safety record, we cannot take past success for granted.” 
 
I don’t think that this is an accurate statement given the fact that over 80 people have lost their lives in the Civil Aviation sphere in the past 12 years. It is also interesting that as a comparison on a population average, the Australian industry data on accidents and fatalities is very similar to the U.S. Not very successful or enviable.
Is the Australian Audit Bureau going to look at CASA’s internal procedures?
What happened to Jim Venn’s internal investigation of CASA and why isn’t his report available to the public?
 
Re The ATSB and the Transport Safety Investigation Amendment Bill:
“The legislation also gives the ATSB new powers to compel agencies and operators within the aviation industry to respond to its formal recommendations within 90 days, giving the public greater confidence that the lessons from past accidents will be acted upon in a timely manner.”
Hear! Hear! Now the ATSB will be able to do its job properly and without interference from those groups or individuals who have other agendas. 
Currently the ATSB only investigates 8% of incidents and accidents according to information provided to me this week. I am told that this is a prioritization based on lack of funding and resources. The 92 % of accidents not investigated include some with fatalities. That is abhorrent, as it places no value on a life. At least every accident where there is a fatality should be investigated without question and resources made available to suit the case. 
I continue to wholeheartedly support the ATSB and its strengthened role, with the exception as above.
I am not convinced that there has been any great change in the culture of CASA, interference in its direction, or the competency and other agendas of key employees.
I look forward to seeing what eventually manifests as the “White Paper.”
 
Yours sincerely
Shane Urquhart
