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Aviation Green Paper
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government
GPO Box 594
CANBERRA  ACT  2601
Email’ aviationstatement@infrastructure.gov.au
Dear Sir
RE; NATIONAL AVIATION POLICY – GREEN PAPER Subject

Ref:
MD/AMB/SF77
Tamworth Regional Council would like to record its submission in relation to the National Aviation Policy Green Paper.
Council has two areas of concern in relation to the paper, namely Aviation Security and Regional Aviation.

Aviation Security

Council is aware and welcomes the current initiatives which the Australian Government has introduced since the attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001 however it is concerned that any decision to increase security requirements at regional airports around Australia must only be made after a detailed analysis is undertaken into the risk of security and the consequences which any modelling would have on the community.

At the present time Tamworth Regional Airport is served by turbo prop with either 72 or 50 seat aircraft.  To introduce full security screening at our airport would require an estimated $3 million in capital works and ongoing operational costs of $300,000 per annum.  Such costs would significantly add to the price of air travel and question the viability of air travel to our regional centre.

Council’s recommendation is that screening requirements for regional airports are based on the maximum take-off weight of the aircraft or only be required when aircraft servicing a port exceed 100 seats.

In addition to this capital funding for security upgrading of regional airport should be provided by the Commonwealth Government and the ongoing cost of passenger screening should be a national program and the cost spread through a network charge over all airports rather than a location specific charge.

Regional Aviation

Council welcomes the Government’s recognition of the vital role that aviation plays in connecting regional communities to our major cities.
Council is concerned that the Green Paper has advised that it will not entertain any submissions in relation to the current curfew or movement cap at Sydney (Kingsford-Smith) Airport.  This will result in an under utilisation of the major aviation infrastructure and destination point within Australia.

Council is also concerned that the Green Paper makes no mention of retaining the current ring fenced slots for regional aviation at Sydney.  These slots are vital for regional communities access to Sydney for business and welfare requirements.

Council’s recommendation is that the Government must continue to provide access for regional aviation in NSW to Sydney (Kingsford-Smith) Airport on a reasonable access basis during peak periods of operations.

Furthermore it requests that the Commonwealth Government consider tax exemptions to allow airlines to purchase modern aircraft that would encourage hub and spoke operations and that subsidies are provided on spoke routes to keep costs at a reasonable level.  Hub and spoke operations in regional NSW would assist in relieving the pressure on Sydney (Kingsford-Smith) Airport in future years.

Should you require any additional information I would be happy to discuss these issues further.

Yours faithfully
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Michael Dubois
Business Manager
25 February 2009
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