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P.A. Robb (Miss)
Maryborough, Qld. 4650
26th February, 2009

SUBMISSION

to

National Aviation Policy Statement
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional

  Development and Local Government

G.P.O. Box 594

Canberra, ACT  2601

Gentle Folk:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Aviation Green Paper.  I am presently suffering serious health problems so am able to comment on only one issue at this time. 
Because of the exponential growth in population in Australia, airports and people now exist cheek to jowl.  This is most unsatisfactory.  In my opinion, most airports (or rather air traffic) should be moved well away from both human and animal habitat.  Exceptions would, of course, be made for air ambulance, emergency rescue, and the like. 

I request that existing airports be moved as quickly as possible to outback or desert areas, such as Woomera.  Were you aware that Athens and Munich have both moved their airports away from the city?  As this will take time and money, all effort in the meantime must be directed to protecting the public as much as possible from crashes on residences and other buildings, noise, fuel burn, global dimming, etc.    Just this past week (beginning 16/1/09) there have been three light aircraft crashes in Queensland with one fatality. 

Probably the worst offenders for noise are light aircraft and helicopters, which include private aviators flying to indulge their own pleasure, sight-seeing planes, and especially flying schools, all at the expense of residents who live under or in a 9 km radius of their flight paths, i.e. even supposing they keep to their flight paths.   In many ways, these light aircraft are worse than the big commercial planes, which generally take off and land, keeping more or less to designated flight paths.  Light aircraft appear to fly anywhere at any time and at low altitudes.  If someone has the gall to complain, it is not unknown that reprisals will occur with their homes being buzzed.
There is no good reason why thousands of people should be annoyed and distressed all day and half the night, just for the convenience of airplanes (or rather their operators).  No doubt aviators and others who are regular flyers will argue it is inconvenient to travel miles to reach an airport but, as they are the perpetrating polluters, it is only fair and proper they should be the party to give “ground.”  The proof is now irrefutable that noise, for instance, is a deadly toxin and causes hypertension, strokes, heart attacks, cancer and a host of other health problems.  This costs the Australian Health system billions of dollars (about $12 billion according to Access Economics) every year.  The noise also inhibits children from learning, and forces many people to sell up and move.  Those who can’t move are put in the unenviable position of suffering serious health deterioration.
Why is the “right” of an aviator to use the sky as he/she pleases, given precedence over the health and the right of thousands of people to live in their homes in peace?  If anyone wants to intimidate, harass, injure or even kill another person, the legal way to go is to use an aeroplane.  The perpetrator will never be held accountable. 
Of course, moving airports may mean that mail may take a day longer to deliver, but in these days of phones, faxes and e-mails, that should not be a disaster.

I understand that the matter of global dimming (polluting the sky to such an extent that it is always grey and never blue) is now coming to the fore, and many enterprises are curtailing their plane travel, e.g., the Vatican. What benefit can there be for tourist areas (such as Maryborough/Hervey Bay) if our blue skies disappear? 

Here in Maryborough/Hervey Bay (the Fraser Coast), the old Maryborough Council , which has now been amalgamated with Hervey Bay Council and two others to form a new Fraser Coast Regional Council, decided it would be of benefit to the region to have a Flight Training School (Flight Training Group based at Parafield in South Australia) operating from Maryborough Airport.

No thought was given to environmental issues.  CASA’s  Environmental Guidelines were apparently not even considered.  There was no public consultation and no transparency whatsoever.  Flight Training Group (FTG) was to pay the princely sum of $1 (one Australian dollar) per year for 50 years, with Council picking up insurance costs.  This Chinese-based FTG also applied for an Export Market Development Grant (EMDG) in 2008; it had been awarded grants in previous years, courtesy of the Australian taxpayers. 

In return for 70,000 flights per year (according to F.O.I.), unrelenting noise, fuel burn and the high risk of crashes, Council claimed that the School would pump $20 million a year into the local economy.  What Council did not seem to understand was that this sum (200 students generating $100,000 each student from seven major Asian airlines and QANTAS) was simply income (turnover).  With the price of planes, fuel, instructors, etc., not much would have found its way into the local economy, especially as the School intended to provide all student accommodation, a canteen and a bar.

Now last Tuesday night (24/2/09) on local Channel 7 T.V. news, we learn that 70 elderly residents living in an old-age complex, Argyle Gardens, in 

Bundaberg just 60 miles north of here, have filed a petition to the Bundaberg City Council requesting the termination of small aircraft flying over their complex at low altitudes from 5:00 a.m. every day.  The planes pass over every few minutes; this goes on non-stop until about 8:00 a.m.  Do you think this is acceptable or just?

Therefore, I request that Councils not be allowed to accept development applications of this kind, unless it is first seriously considered by a team of experts in acoustics, health, safety, economics, the environment, and so on, as well as residents who would have to bear the brunt of the abuse from these planes.
As it turned out, FTG cancelled their development application last November.  Yet the Fraser Coast Regional Council mayor still keeps begging FTG to submit another development application!!  One wonders why, and the suspicion of either utter stupidity or brown paper bags comes to mind.

Thank you for your time.

Very truly yours,

P.A. Robb (Miss)
