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No Aircraft Noise submission to the Aviation White Paper

1. Green Paper fails to achieve combined goals

With regard to Sydney, the Aviation Green Paper fails to achieve the combined goals of protecting the environment, lowering greenhouse gas emissions, improving efficiency and providing economic benefits.

The No Aircraft Noise Submission deals specifically with Sydney’s community, its environment and aviation needs, but the principles apply generally.

2. Land use conflict imposed on communities, but not on aviation industry

The Green Paper does not acknowledge that Sydney Airport is way over the Australian Standards for aircraft noise affecting buildings and it is forecast to get worse.  

The responsibility to avoid land use conflict is only imposed on the community – to avoid new noise sensitive developments along flight paths. There is no requirement for the aviation industry to avoid spreading noise over existing noise sensitive land uses.

This is the case in Sydney where long established residential suburbs have been subjected to massive increases in noise, pollution and risk by the expansion of aircraft flights through Sydney Airport. 

Aircraft noise harms people’s quality of life as well as harming education and increasing cardio vascular problems.

3. Sydney Airport plans further massive expansion

The Sydney Airport Master Plans of 2004 and 2009 show an intention to operate the airport to the limit of the 80 movements per hour cap for almost the entire time the airport is open.  This is allowable under the existing rules and the Green Paper makes no objection to this dumping of additional noise on affected people.

It may be theoretically possible to operate the airport at maximum capacity all day, but any interruption to flight movements will cause a backlog that will not be cleared.

Bad weather, industrial action, accidents, aircraft breakdowns or terrorist attacks (including false alarms) will inevitably cause major delays.  As the airport is operating at capacity, there would be no free slots to take up the delayed flights. 

4. A most inefficient airport

The existing Sydney Airport has an inefficient runway layout, separated terminals, as well as a curfew and a movements cap made necessary by its inner city location.  This is a result of successive governments failing to plan adequate aviation facilities for Sydney.  Instead they have continued to patch up the present airport.

The remote location of the third runway creates additional taxiing time, adding to the pollution and greenhouse gas generation of the airport.  The costs of the extra fuel and time are passed by the airlines to their passengers.

The separation of the three passenger terminals creates inefficiency on passenger transfers between flights, especially between domestic and international.  Modern airports have a central terminal building which makes transfers easy.

The curfew results in a large number of international flights arrive just after 6 am.  By the time they have collected baggage and cleared immigration, these passengers find that the railway is crowded with peak hour commuters.  This greatly reduces the benefit of railway access to the airport. 

5. Privatisation has failed

Sydney Airport is in a monopoly position and the lessees have taken advantage of that, increasing fees and charges wherever they can, to the detriment of travellers.  The lessees are not planning to provide adequate capacity for aviation in Sydney.  They don’t have to; in fact, as a monopoly, they will be in a better position to increase their profits if there is a shortage of capacity in Sydney.

The provisions of the lease have complicated the future options for government policy.  The lessees hold the first option on any second airport within 100 kilometres.  However, as the Commonwealth still owns the land, it will be possible to compensate the lessees and regain control of very valuable inner city land.

6. Limits to capacity

Sydney Airport is relying on a major increase in the average size of aircraft in order to cope with their projected increase in passenger numbers.  The airport hopes that aircraft capacity will rise by 59% over the next 20 years.  The prediction by Airbus, makers of the largest current passenger aircraft, is for only 25% over the same period.

7. Noise relief is failing

Noise relief in Sydney is failing as the size and number of aircraft rises.  As stated in the Green Paper, reductions in aircraft noise will not be sufficient to overcome this increase.  

The Green Paper limits noise relief in Sydney to maintaining existing provisions, the movements cap, the curfew, the Long Term Operating Plan and the insulation program.  These have not been able to allow the airport to comply with the Australian Standards and will allow a major increase in noise as traffic expands.

The LTOP will be less and less possible to implement as rising numbers prevent the use of the East West Runway for noise sharing.  The LTOP has not be able to achieve its stated aim of reducing traffic north of the airport to 17% of all movements.  At present it is around 30% and will rise as traffic volumes rise.

8. A replacement airport is needed

A new airport is required to replace the present inadequate Sydney Airport.  It should be capable of operating with all affected residents compensated in line with the Australian Standards with 24 hour operations.  It should have efficient runway and terminal layouts, which will lower greenhouse emissions.

The new airport should be capable of handling all of Sydney’s air traffic for the next 50 years.  It must be connected to the city by rapid rail and road links.  As the main paired airport with Sydney is Melbourne, the logical location is to the south of Sydney.

The Wilton airport site and that region should be assessed to find a new site for Sydney’s airport.

9. Conclusion
Continuing with the present Sydney Airport location puts the nation’s economy at risk, threatens tourism and unnecessarily condemns much of Sydney life to a miserable and polluted hell.  

The present airport does not and will not adequately serve Sydney and its citizens and must be relocated outside the city.
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