From: Rick and Kerrie Niven
Googong, NSW, 2620


Submission to the National Aviation Policy Green Paper
In regards to the master plan for the Canberra International Airport, we find the following plans unacceptable:

1. no curfew;
2. creation of a major freight hub; and 
3. our property being located in high noise abatement area, when we feel the noise should be equitably shared amongst all properties in the region.

We have not been adequately consulted on the future plans for the Canberra International Airport despite the airport owners being advised by Minister Albanese, in November 2008, to undertake such a process. 

We purchased our 27 acre property and home in Googong in 2000.  The property is in New South Wales, in direct line of sight of the Canberra Airport and we understand an area designated as a ‘high noise corridor’. At no time were we told by legal counsel, real estate agents, Queanbeyan Council or the seller that our home was in a high noise coridor. We were not advised until some three weeks ago. When we purchased our home, we were aware and accepted that there would be some aircraft noise over our property. 

Since 2005, the number of plans and the aircraft noise has increased. Also the times that aircraft fly directly over our home has varied considerably.  This noise, whilst usually acceptable, is unacceptable after 11pm and before 6am, which it often is. It not only interrupts my family’s sleep, it also makes the house shake at times when they fly lower than usual and start to slow down. Whilst the current noise and times they fly is of some concern, if the Canberra Airport is approved as a 24 hour freight hub, we believe the number of additional planes flying in and out of the airport as well as the noise level and times when it would be experienced would become unbearable. The proposed additional air traffic will also cause additional residue on our home and roof tops from the jet aviation fuel.  This has the potential to result in health related illness as all our household water is captured from our own rooftops and not filtered. 

This area being identified as a ‘high noise corridor’, and the proposal that there be no time curfew is unjust, unfair and inequitable for all the residents who reside here.  If the airport’s plan is approved, the noise should be shared equally by all Canberra suburbs and surrounding communities. At no have any property owners been offered appropriate compensation for the loss of livelihood, expected drop in property values and noise abatement work that may be needed at their properties to reduce noise and possible structural impact on their home. Compensation, similar to that paid to affected Sydney residents, would be expected as a minimum.
We regularly attend community meetings in this area and aircraft noise, and future plans for the Canberra Airport is usually raised as an issue of significant concern. We are unaware of any active public consultation on the airport’s future plans and proposed lack of curfews. To our knowledge, people in this area, who are targeted and will be severely impacted, have not directly received any notification in writing from any party. Where is the consultation that is needed?

