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Communities are gravely affected by aviation activity, especially by unacceptable aviation noise emissions.  Our members live nowhere near Perth Airport, but constant complaints are made regarding noisy night-flights and sleep disturbance, due to numerous night flights over their suburbs in the City of Melville - which is rather unexpected for most residents and not publicised.  In addition, some Melville residents are subjected to constant daytime noise from light aircraft from Jandakot Airport.   

It is obvious that the current fancy noise contour maps do not show the wide extent of the aircraft noise problems in Perth, when some Melville residents are wakened every night of the week - with far-ranging, adverse health effects.   They have failed to accurately describe the full extent of noise exposure.   Copies from Air Services Australia (7 pages) of Xmas week night flights over Melville are attached, showing the extent of inappropriate noise exposure across several areas - three noisy flights thundered overhead between 3 and 3.30am on Xmas Eve!!   There was not a lot of sleep that night, with a very demanding day ahead.

There is an urgent need for national legislation to eliminate the dangerous impact of aircraft noise on the community, most especially at night.   As residents in Melville are adversely affected, residents closer to the airport must suffer severely indeed.   Flight paths and night operations must be addressed urgently.   

Adverse effects of aircraft noise need to be addressed urgently - need for a night curfew in Perth - or relocation of the airport

As night operations and flight paths cause so many health concerns, a night curfew, at the very least, is required in Perth.   The Green Paper acknowledges that “aircraft noise is the most significant cause of adverse community reaction to the operation and expansion of airports”.  There are now many studies that clearly record the adverse impact on the immune system and various severe health problems resulting from sleep deprivation.   There are residents in the community with illnesses, who need to sleep at night free of pain, students who need a clear head for assignments and exams and others with demanding daytime jobs - everyone needs to function properly.  In order to function well, all expect the right to at least six or so hours of sleep at night at the very least.  This is not possible for so many Perth residents.   

The cost of medical treatment to taxpayers for the various stress-related diseases due to sleep deprivation cannot be ignored and must be taken into account in regard to the intolerable impact of aircraft noise in some Perth areas, especially at night.  

It is outrageous that residents affected by aircraft noise from Perth Airport do not receive the same consideration as residents of Sydney, Essendon, Adelaide and the Gold Coast, where night curfews are in place and are to be maintained.   A national policy must provide equality, recognising the right to good health for the communities in all Australian capital cities.  The public is entitled to health information on this issue being widely available.   
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However, it is not just improved quality of and access to transparent aircraft noise information that is needed - it is the elimination of the intolerable problem that is required.   Such a business as usual approach shows utter contempt for Perth residents, so badly affected by Perth Airport activities.  It is an insult that these communities equally are not provided "with some respite from aircraft noise".  

Future approaches certainly "need to reflect a holistic approach which addresses noise and other environmental factors".   Noise-compliant aircraft - if these exist - have not alleviated the problems, otherwise there would be no complaints.   In this day and age noisy aircraft definitely should be phased out.  Residents need more than adequate information about noise exposure and flight paths (as suggested) - they should not be subjected to such poor treatment in the first place.   This issue must be reconsidered to provide equity for all Australian communities.

Land use planning and noise-sensitive development

Local governments in Western Australia have failed Perth residents on land-use planning issues.   A big problem is that the whole community is not involved, due to non-compulsory voting and due to the lack of transparency as to candidates, who are not required to identify themselves or their interests clearly (as in other States).   It is no secret that so many councils represent the interests of developers and as a result, housing developments expand around airports (e.g. Melville suburbs around Jandakot  airport and recent developments around Perth airport).   Since health and amenity issues have been ignored in so many cases, a national planning policy needs to be in place.   

Insulation programs, land acquisition and relocation programs are costly and should be at the cost of the airport and not a cost to taxpayers.   However, Perth airport would best be relocated away from the city, with a fast service for users.   Members have used airports at Heathrow, Manchester, Montreal, Paris (CDG), Lyon and Marseilles etc, where these airports are well away from built-up suburbs, and no problems were experienced.   

Perth residents deserve the same level of consideration.   It is not acceptable that "noisier and marginally-compliant Chapter 3 aircraft continue to operate for……night-time movements".   Infrequent night freight and emergency movements can be tolerated, but the present situation in Perth is unacceptable.   Our members cannot agree that some Australian communities should be singled out for non-curfew airports, when any options offered for minimising the impact of night aircraft noise are largely unconvincing.   If they benefited the community, then why were these measures not introduced in the cities with curfews.   Our members have little confidence in these measures and fear that ill-health will continue and will escalate further in Perth, due to a lack of a curfew.

Complaints - need to improve recording of community concerns

It has not been easy to lodge a complaint, as the current Telstra phonebook listing of Perth Airport provides  no information whatsoever in regard to registering complaints (though in previous years there was a contact number listed at this listing).  It is obvious that many residents never file their complaints as a result.  An explanation is required as to why the number for complaints was removed at this listing, an inconvenience that should be rectified.  Many residents would have no idea to contact Air Services Australia with complaints.  Apart from the fact that complaints are never recorded due to lack of information, residents often give up on phoning a complaint, as it could be almost a daily affair - so in fact, their complaints are never recorded.   There is no way to manage noise impacts, when in the first place the recording of complaints is so constrained and is grossly under-reported. 
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Community dialogue- need to improve the availability & quality of information

Improved consultation with communities is necessary

Though there is a Perth Airport Noise Management Consultative Committee (PANMCC), it has been quite difficult to find out how to contact anyone on this committee.  

 Finding the community committee members and the two members of parliament who sometimes attend meetings (I was told) was a tour de force.   The inquiry to our local H of R representative has as yet resulted in no reply on the matter.  Surely this information should be readily available to the community.  The current noise inquiry and noise complaint services in Perth are quite inadequate.

Conclusion :  National legislation is needed to provide equity to all Australian communities.

There is ample epidemiological research that shows the adverse effects of airport noise and disrupted sleep - depression, cardiac diseases, high blood pressure and diabetes and various cancers.   The government has a duty of care to protect the health of the community.   Information was known and ignored about killer asbestos for decades, but the community was treated with contempt.   This should not happen again.

In the short-term, a night curfew is necessary in Perth.   In the long-term the airport must be relocated, so Perth may possibly become vibrant and at least in-line with other civilised world cities.   The building industry would benefit from building a new airport isolated from built suburbs and the present airport site could be then developed as a much-needed housing estate, retaining for public open space the remnant bushland and wetlands that are now under threat. 
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