Hon Anthony Albanese MP
Leader of the House

Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government.
Thank you for letting me respond to the National Aviation Policy –Green paper. This is an issue that has been long overdue.  I am responding as a private citizen and also representing 6,000 people in the City Of West Torrens abutting the ADELAIDE Airport, on the eastern boundary.

I will be expressing concerns about non-Aviation development at Adelaide Airport, problems with planning and lack of state government action and also local council input. I am concerned that at a micro level we are not listened to. This paper provides an outlet for the city to have positive input.

Traffic issues are always a problem as commercial development expands, this I am not totally opposed to as long as traffic management studies occur and are enacted.

Mr Bob Baker in the issue of “Plane-Talking” mentioned an increase in Air Traffic and 7.5% increase in passengers in the past 12 months of 470,000. Our road infrastructure to handle say 3 people per car, 160,000 extra traffic movements per year.  With the increase in mining in our State of South Australia and may increase more flights will occur more traffic and more problems.
We have no light rail in Adelaide to move passengers quickly and efficiently from the airport. We need a plan for this for the future. This transport hub for airlines and commercial use is getting I believe out of control. This business is vital to the State but federal laws prevent significant input to any process. To put it bluntly we are informed not consulted.

We as a city wish to improve our relations with AAL but the laws aren’t in our favour, let alone on the table. The problems of traffic management are passed onto both local and state governments. We have to deal and “mop” up the mess caused by AAL. We as a city must have “PROPER” dialogue with AAL. 
As a councillor I listen to complaints and have no possible solutions as dialogue does not exist, it is up, up and away all for AAL and business. A recent supermarket has now opened on the Adelaide Airport site, insufficient car parking on site, not up to state or council planning laws. I ask you Why?  We must have better planning for the future.

On the second runway flight path has been approved a “Nursing Home”. Yes we need the beds but what a position the facility has been placed.

I can continue my submission but regulations need to be placed so every party is listened to.

The problems on a micro scale are then reflected onto the city, and the problem is exacerbated then the state wide traffic movements are affected and from a small problem over time the system will choke. The problem becomes too large to assess address and action is impossible. 

At Adelaide we are approaching this stage the airport and surrounds are clogging with traffic.  As air traffic is increased the problems will become worse than they are now.  The 5 year plan at any airport in Australia is a document that has little feedback once released.

The ALL under legislation carries out its function to the rules laid out by your predecessors. There are no state or local laws affecting any development at airports. I could quote the poor planning of a brickworks at Perth’s Airport. This is an example of problems in other states that occur all over Australia. Early intervention is needed to avoid this happening again.

In Adelaide the placement of factories near housing is intrusive and obnoxious due to poor planning and placement. With better proper consultation we can achieve goals that great for everyone.  Future development should be carefully regulated. As an example the last master plan I placed a submission and all I received was an acknowledgement.  No dialogue nor were any of the mentioned problems addressed in writing.  I hope that this also is not repeated with this letter.  If not the process is a waste of time and provides only “Lip Service”.

If I can only one outcome by sending in this submission is that the Federal, State and Local governments act in creating a 5 year traffic management plan. Also to improve dialogue and achieve better planning approach to future developments at the airport and surrounds.

Cr Arthur Mangos
City of West Torrens, SA
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