	
	
	



25 February 2009
	National Aviation Policy Statement

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government

GPO Box 594

Canberra  ACT  2601


	Contact:  
Peter Jansen

Telephone:  
08 8406 8228




Dear Sir
Re: National Aviation Policy Statement
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission in relation to the recently released Green Paper. The Parafield Airport facility, which is one of Australia’s oldest inner city commercial airports, and Edinburgh RAAF Airfield Base, are located with the City of Salisbury which has a population of some 118,000.
It is appropriate to raise questions about the future of Parafield as a consequence of its location and the rapid growth of Salisbury due to increasing demand for further residential development coupled with the impact that airport activity is having on nearby residential areas.

The City of Salisbury has generally conditionally supported development proposals of a non-aeronautical nature occurring on the site. However, we believe that the airport activities themselves are not an essential activity to the site and indeed our Council.

This is not to suggest that Adelaide should not be serviced by a second general aviation facility but rather an alternative site which is not encumbered by surrounding residential development or constrained in its aircraft operation through space limitations would provide a more sustainable operation base in the longer-term.

We believe that the establishment of an alternative site will not only meet the aspirations of the Federal Government as expressed in the Issues and Green Papers, but also provide long-term benefit to the City of Salisbury.

The City of Salisbury considered that the matters within the Green Paper relevant to Salisbury are:
· General aviation

· Airport investment – planning for responsible growth

· Aviation emissions and climate change

· Noise impacts.

General aviation
The City of Salisbury supports the proposal to provide greater detail in airport Master Plans and to improve certainty for general aviation operators provided that Councils are recognised as a valid party to these details and that these details include the activities, anticipated growth potential, and limitations and methodology to overcome community issues. 
There needs to be threshold indicators included into the Master Plans and legislation that trigger a review, approval and limitation on activities that have an impact on the community beyond the airport boundary, and for the consideration of the relocation of an airport in the context of the Federal Government principles of development, namely:

· Safety

· The aviation industry is a key driver in broader economic prosperity and requires a strategic approach to secure its future

· A coordinated approach to airport infrastructure

· A responsible approach is required to managing the impacts of aviation, including emissions, noise, and environmental impacts of airport developments

These indicators should be developed in concert with local Council input. The Master Plans should also be seen as improving certainty for the community and Councils.

Airport investment
The City of Salisbury supports the establishment of expert Airport Planning Advisory Panels for each of the major airports to assess airport Master Plans and Major Development Plans, and that Council must be a member of the Panel. This should also be extended to general aviation airports.
Again, threshold indicators must be created to determine acceptable levels of non aeronautical development and its impacts on the community. Airport Community Consultative Committees are supported, but there must be an agreed and understood position on the criteria for a Community representative’s membership, and an improved process to resolve airplane noise issues.

Aviation emissions and climate change
The City of Salisbury supports the direction and measures to reduce the carbon footprint of the aviation industry.

Noise impacts
The City of Salisbury supports the direction and measures to reduce airplane noise, the improvement of information on airplane noise and its impacts, and seeks an improved national land use planning regime and noise measurement system.
Council urges that consideration be given to a requirement for all planes to have the transponders turned on to assist in noise assessment. The reporting of noise and the querying of action on breaches is required to be improved.
The City of Salisbury requests a curfew between 8pm and 9am be applied to Parafield Airport, and that a variation to the regularity of flights as part of the air training circuits be investigated in order to overcome the irritation and nuisance of the flight circuit training.
The improvements to the system are considered to best apply to greenfield sites where the opportunity exists to separate sensitive land uses from airplane noise. As indicated earlier, Council believes that it requires threshold indicators to be identified to assess airport relocation and for the relocation of individual aviation activities that have an impact on the community. The proposed initiatives must also reflect the location and impacts of Defence Airfields on the community.
The proposed initiatives are an improvement over the current system. There is recognition that airport non aeronautical development and aircraft noise has an impact on the community, and seeks to improve the regulatory, information and land use planning framework. The initiatives are considered to best apply in greenfields situations. It should be reinforced that Council’s long standing position that the Parafield Airport should be relocated is reflected in its City Plan 2020 “Sustainable Futures”, and the Development Plan Review Section 30 currently being undertaken.
Whilst it is recognised that the relocation proposition is complex in nature, Council believes that the potential benefits justify its consideration.  It is strategically important that the National Aviation Policy address the necessity of providing greater planning and investment certainty for industry as well as certainty for users of aviation services and the communities affected by aviation activity.  Moreover, it should be used to pursue opportunities which can integrate and enhance the value of other Federal Government policy agendas without detriment to the aviation industry.

Council understands that the Commonwealth Government may be concerned about the precedent of relocating a major secondary airport in a capital city, but Council believes that with the active support of the Commonwealth it is timely to consider this proposition, especially in light of the interest expressed by other regions to accept the airport facility.
In summary, I encourage your Government to recognise the importance of this submission, and take a leadership role in considering its merits within the Green Paper on a National Aviation Policy.  I would be happy to discuss this matter further with you at your convenience and be part of any future discussion in relation to this matter, or contact Peter Jansen, Principal Strategic Planner, on 08 8406 8228 for clarification on any of the issues raised in this submission.
Yours sincerely
[image: image1.emf]
Per
John Harry
Director, Strategic Planning
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