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19 February 2008

Hon Warren Pitt MP

Minister for Main Roads and Local Government

12 March 2009
Via Email to aviationstatement@infrastructure.gov.au 
Honourable Anthony Albanese MP

Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government

PO Box 6022

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600
Dear Minister,

I write in response to the National Aviation Policy Green Paper, published in December 2008.

The Cairns Chamber of Commerce wishes to raise a matter we feel is not adequately addressed in the Green Paper – the difficulty in attracting international airlines to regional centres, which has an adverse effect on Australia’s regional airports.  
To help resolve this situation, the Chamber feels there are three primary options available to create further incentives for airlines to operate international routes out of regional airports:
· Offering ‘beyond rights’ capacity to international airlines on flights operated out of airports other than the ‘Big Four’ – Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth
· Triangulation rights with major airports could also increase the number of services in regional airports.
· Australian carriers holding an Australian Air Operators Certificate – irrespective of 'principal place of business' or ownership – should be permitted to operate international air services to and from regional airports. 
The Chamber believes that the government should examine air access initiatives on a “case by case” scenario, with the outcome based on the ‘greatest good’ for Australia as a whole to support the development and growth of regional airports and cities.
I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you in more detail in the future.

Yours truly
Jeremy Blockey

President
