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As new residents of Fernleigh Park, we knew we were purchasing property in a flight path.  Now we are shocked to think that in 15 to 20 years time, we may have up to 20 freight flights each day and night flying over our rural property, along with the every day flight traffic.  This is documented in the Canberra International Airport’s 2009 draft policy, which includes recommendations to create;

· The introduction of International flights (including 747 aircraft etc);

· a 24 freight hub for Canberra;

· a venue to take the air traffic overflow from Sydney Airport; and

· a flight curfew, but only over the areas which are currently designated as ‘noise abatement areas’.

The ramifications of this policy for us if implemented, is that;

· there will be no curfew introduced whatsoever over areas now deemed to be ‘a high noise corridor’, which is where we currently reside; and

· the number of aircraft flying directly over us will not only increase drastically, but flights will be taking off and landing   24 hours a day. 
We would like to see in the National Aviation Policy directions that will ensure the Canberra Airport introduce noise sharing and a curfew on late night flights (including freight traffic) before they become a 24 hour operation. 

We should not have to be the select few residents for Canberra, who are burdened with the majority of aircraft noise, it is only fair that this be shared over the community.  We may then be able enjoy the same quality of life as other Australians, living in rural areas.
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