From: Banora International Group [mailto:cairns@edrec.com] 
Sent: Thursday, 26 February 2009 12:44 PM
To: Aviation Statement
Cc: 
Subject: Aviation Green Paper 

Dear Minister,

This email is in response to your National Aviation Policy Green Paper that was published late last year.

Unfortunately, I find the paper has neglected to address the problems with Australia’s regional airports. Different options need to be considered that would attract airlines to our regional airports as well as the major cities. 

The following options have been discussed between leaders in our region and could assist the regional airports Australia wide. Particularly with our current economic climate it is pertinent that other options are considered. It does not matter how much money or time is spent on international marketing if we do not have aviation access. Your decision on these matters is critical to the survival of not only the tourism industry but education and other industries that benefit from international monies being spent in the region. Ie it is critical to the survival of many regions.  

· Offer ‘beyond rights’ capacity to international airlines on flights operated out of airports, other than the largest airports being Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth. 

· To increase the number of services into regional airports, triangulation rights could also be implemented. I understand there are a number of airlines wishing to participate if this was legal. 

· Australian carriers holding an Australian Air Operators Certificate, irrespective of their principal place of business or ownership, should be permitted to operate international air services to / from regional airports. We allow other businesses, particularly travel companies to operate within Australia, regardless of their ownership and Australian owned companies have to “deal with” the competition. Why should the airlines be any different? 

In the spirit of the Australian way, the government should consider all air access initiatives presented. I find it disappointing to hear that at present a ‘closed door’ approach is being taken. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments. I look forward to hearing out government has decided to take on a positive modern approach instead of following policies that were set in a very different era. 

Yours sincerely 

Janine Bowmaker (nee:Butler) 
Janine Bowmaker 
Managing Director
 President
Banora International Group
Study Cairns
Gold Coast - Brisbane – Cairns 
Cairns Education & Training Assocation 
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