From: Brown, Cr Peter [mailto:PBrown@cgd.vic.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, 23 February 2009 2:09 PM
To: Aviation Statement
Subject: MOORABBIN AIRPORT: CONTROL IT OR CLOSE IT!

 

Submission to National Aviation Policy Statement

 
I enclose a copy of an email I sent to the Councillors of the City of Kingston outlining my concerns at the uncontrolled use and development  of Moorabbin Airport.  I am also mindful of the seizing of the Moorabbin Municipal Golf Course located adjacent to the airport and part of the airport buffer zone to feed the growing monster of industrialization which is occurring within the Moorabbin Airport precinct for which the Moorabbin Aircraft Corporation is the planning authority with local and State Government having few if any planning controls and even less ability to make meaningful contribution to what is occurring there.  The airport masterplan designed by the Moorabbin Aircraft Corporation is concerned only with maximising economic return to its monopolistic position at the expense of local residential amenity: planes revving overhead all day in which was once a quiet area with BDouble trucks using two lane residential roads 24 hours a day to access the Moorabbin Airport industrial zone are the consequences of the uncontrolled and out of control development of the airport.  To have the owner of the site, MAC being the responsible planning authority with no local or State government planning control represents an outrageous abuse of power facilitated by the Commonwealth Government when the control of the airport was removed from Federal  and responsible control to a free enterprise corporation seeking to maximise profits whatever cost to the local residential environment. 
Peter Brown

Cheltenham  3192

Victoria



From: Brown, Cr Peter [mailto:PBrown@cgd.vic.gov.au] 
Sent: Sunday, 22 February 2009 11:09 PM
To: 
Subject: MOORABBIN AIRPORT: CONTROL IT OR CLOSE IT!
Councillors:
 

Notwithstanding my being a Councillor of Greater  Dandenong, I have lived at the present address one way or another, since 1950.  Years ago, to see and hear the planes at Moorabbin Airport one travelled the two and half kilometres to the airport. Now they come to you so close that one can read their registration as they noisily fly regularly overhead. No one can convince me that the flight paths of the planes have not been changed and routed over Cheltenham East.
 

Today would have been a quiet Sunday but for the incessant looping of aircraft over our properties as the pilot training schools are obviously open for business now, even (especially) on a Sunday.  It was a day of national mourning, but the mourning that was closest to my thoughts was mourning the loss of peace we once enjoyed in Cheltenham East, not only during the week but especially on a Sunday.   It seems a national day of mourning should not impede 24/7 flying schools training over residential property, should it? It is bad enough during the week during normal business hours.  Now at weekends we experience increased noisy air traffic and the volume of air traffic in the night time has also increased, as it has in the early hours of the morning with what appear to be commercial carriers flying in and out from about 6.00 am onwards. My understanding is that the control towers are not staffed late at night or early in the morning. Can pilots just come and go as they please?
 

Would I be right in concluding that air traffic is now being diverted from Essendon to the unregulated environment at Moorabbin?
 

Who in their right mind would give an airport 24 hour uncontrolled flying over a residential area? That is what Moorabbin Airport appears to have become.
 

Who in their right mind would allow training schools to establish and then train their customers seven days a week (and it seems, nights) in the airspace above homes which are well away from the airport in aircraft which are so noisy that if they were vehicles operating on the road would be taken off the road for breach of EPA noise regulations?  Who gave these training schools this "right" to disturb the residential amenity of peoples homes in a very broad area so that they could make money by training overseas students who have shown a propensity to crash their plane over residential property because they could not understand the English instructions?  (This is not supposition but I believe leading evidence in a coronial enquiry into last August's mid-air collision over Cheltenham East.)  I recognise the likelihood of another fatality is remote, but is at much shorter odds than people may think, as no lesson appears to have been learned from that fatal crash judging by light aircraft, commercial aircraft and the horrendously noisy and increasingly prevalent helicopters that now criss-cross each others' paths in ever-increasing numbers.
 

I am aware of Council limitations in this matter, but Councillor advocacy in opposition to these issues should not be limited.
 

Moorabbin Airport I expect will become a key electoral issue in this area at the next state election. Notwithstanding my political affiliations I will support( for what my humble effort is worth) any candidate who is prepared to adopt a "Moorabbin Airport: Control it or Close it"  policy and I know many other residents feel the same and all floods start with a trickle!
 

Regards,
 

Cr Peter Brown
Paperbark Ward 
City of Greater Dandenong
9584 5149 (Ph/Fax)
