Maitland 

NSW 2320

         Submission re: National Aviation Policy Statement

As an introduction I would like it to be noted that I have been living adjacent to a small aerodrome (Russell Field) in Maitland NSW for almost 30 years.  During that time have been able to observe, experience and actively engage with this aerodrome, the local aero club which operates the field, the local council and the federal aviation bodies that control aviation.  

It has not been a happy experience.  

Having only found out yesterday about this review I would like to submit a few hastily put together comments for consideration.


Aerodrome Status

There should be no “one-size fits all” policy.  
There is a fatal flaw in a system which allows every grass paddock with a mown strip to call itself an airport.  Every aerodrome aspires to be Sydney airport and the regulations encourage this unrealistic expectation.  This system helps to create conflict and needs to be revised.
Aerodrome Master Plans/ANEF Contours
Another fatally flawed system that needs urgent review.

This encourages every aerodrome, however minor, to submit a maximum capacity master plan. It does not matter how unrealistic such a plan is nor what such a plan can do to the surrounding area.  
The only aim of a master plan is to allow the aerodrome to map out future expansion without any environmental consideration. This can then be exploited by any aviation business without the need to submit to local planning controls.
ANEF contours can be submitted for approval without any consideration of the figures they are based on.  My local airfield claims 25,000 annual movements but a maximum capacity scenario could allow for ANEF contours to be modeled on 400,000 movements.  

Such an increase should not be accepted by CASA as part of a master plan. Local residents should not be required to live in the fear that this could happen without their knowledge.

Pilot Attitude

The attitude of many recreational fliers can be likened to one of airborne vandals.  Once they are off the ground it’s open slather – the regulations are unenforceable.  
Try complaining and you will be singled out for extra special treatment. Why would anyone complain when they can be singled out and harassed for doing so?
One person in a plane acting in an irresponsible manner can destroy the amenity of hundreds of others.  Why is the tail wagging the dog? 
Fly Neighbourly Policy

For these to work effectively they must be given legal status and enforced.  Every small aerodrome needs to have one.  When there is no air traffic control there needs to be some protection for residents living around aerodromes. An enforceable policy would go a long way to allowing residents and small airfields to coexist.

Local Government Control
Local Government needs to have more control over activity at smaller airfields. There is a need to be able to actively participate in the development of any master plan.  After all this is an industry just like any other industry setting up business.  Why should the aviation industry be treated any differently to any other?
Aerodrome committees need to be formed to provide local councils, residents and aerodrome operators a forum to air and resolve problems.

Clearly Defined Responsibility

Who is responsible for what?  There is far too much buck passing between the various Federal, State and Local Government levels.  Trying to find the right department is designed to deter the average citizen.
Compensation

Under State planning laws any offensive industry such as a mine or smelter is forced to purchase any properties that fall within a designated buffer zone.
Time to Move On  
Maybe it is time the aviation industry was forced to move into the 21st century. 

Why should the average person be forced to subsidize this industry?
Why should every airfield be entitled to the same consideration as an international airport?

Why should a recreational pilot be entitled to think that the can act like airborne hoon?

We are not still living in the days of Kingsford-Smith.  We are living in a far different world to that when planes were invented. It is time the aviation industry was forced to take more responsibility for its actions.
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