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Executive Summary

In December 2008 the Australian Federal Government released an Aviation Green paper with the title “Flight Path to the Future” which sets out the initiatives and policy the Government is proposing to enable a competitive and prosperous aviation industry.
Over a long period of time many in the rotary wing sector of the aviation industry have been highlighting the very significant contribution it makes to the safety and security of the Australian community in a variety of ways. Whilst most people in our community understand the work of helicopters in the emergency services, fire fighting and policing roles it is the commercial side of the sector that mostly goes unnoticed or is considered a luxury for some.

The commercial helicopter industry provides enormous economic benefit to the Australian Economy on a daily basis and it is this sector that must remain viable because without it not only does the economy suffer but the emergency services aircraft would not be able to be supported from a engineering, parts supply and manufacturer support perspective as the emergency services sector could not support these service providers in their own right.

I would encourage the Government to highlight the needs of the Rotary Wing sector of aviation and the Government’s plans in supporting necessary infrastructure around the nation for the rotary wing sector as part of the Aviation White Paper due for release later in 2009. 

Aviation Infrastructure
The safeguarding of future aeronautical needs from inappropriate development in surrounding areas is crucial. Airports are a crucial aviation asset and they are few in number. The Sydney basin is a prime example of shrinking airport assets brought about by residential encroachment. The Government needs to put in place a planning regime that all levels of Government must use when considering residential growth or rezoning of land in proximity to existing airports.

The lack of planning of heliports in areas like Sydney has restricted the viability of the commercial side of the rotary wing sector. Heliport planning and development should be considered as essential in major cities to support and enhance a viable and competitive rotary wing sector. Major cities around the world and some Australian cities have supported and developed city heliports or helipads in the knowledge that they play an important part in not only aviation assets but transport needs. Sydney as the financial capital of Australia, the gateway to Asia and attempting to attract leading world companies to establish their offices here is behind other leading world cities when it comes to helicopter access in the CBD precinct.
Whilst people understand that good transport links are required to link communities and the travelling public to airports it is also true that those wishing to use helicopters for transport also want easy access and having to travel to airports to facilitate this does not enhance the viability of the rotary wing sector in cities like Sydney. In addition, at a time when the NSW Government is promoting Sydney as a “City of Cities” helipads in these designated Cities should be part of the planing process and be established in the early stages of planning before substantial new growth has occurred.
Also on the outskirts of many Australian Cities new “employment land” has or is being identified and it is in these areas that helipad assets could easily be part of the master plan process for these Greenfield development sites. It is this type of forward planning initiative for aviation assets that has been missing from planning and I see this being incorporated into the way forward as outlined in the Green Paper which states “The Government proposes to improve oversight of Australia’s critical airport infrastructure by improving planning coordination between the Australian Government, the states and territories and airports, while maintaining regulatory arrangements that promote investment, efficiency and innovation.
Aviation Emissions and Climate Change
It is noted in the Green Paper that the voluntary offset schemes offered by Qantas, Jetstar and Virgin Blue provide passengers with the opportunity to purchase offsets for their individual travel it further states that results have been encouraging and that ten percent of passengers are electing to pay for offsets.
It should be noted that some environmentally responsible companies in the aviation industry including the rotary wing sector have decided to offset flight hours as part of their normal charge rate for the aircraft. If this offset arrangement is with a recognised provider with appropriate mechanisms in place for verification it would seem appropriate that this offset was recognised and accepted as credits for that particular company in the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme.
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